
Wastewater Advisory Committee  
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 
Malibu City Hall – Zuma Room 

23825 Stuart Ranch Road 
 

Call to Order – Chair 
 
Roll Call - Recording Secretary 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Report on Posting of Agenda – February 7, 2018 
 
1. Ceremonials / Presentations 
 

A. None. 
 

2. Written and Oral Communications from the Public and Committee 
 

A. Communications from the public concerning matters which are not on the agenda but for which 
the Wastewater Advisory Committee has subject jurisdiction.  The Wastewater Advisory 
Committee may not discuss or act on these matters at this meeting. (30 minutes total time allotted) 

 
B. Wastewater Advisory Committee comments and inquiries. (15 minutes total time allotted) 

 
3. Consent Calendar 
 

A. Previously Discussed Items 

None. 
 

B. New Items 
 

1. Approval of Minutes 
 

Staff Recommendation: Approve minutes for the September 14, 2017 Wastewater Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

 
Staff Contact: Recording Secretary Nelson-Brown, ext. 286 
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4. Old Business 

None. 
 

5. New Business 
 

A. Draft Ordinance for the Regulation of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
 
Staff Recommendation: Discuss and provide comments to staff regarding the draft ordinance for 
regulation of onsite wastewater treatment systems. 

 
Staff Contact: Environmental Health Administrator Talent, ext. 364 
 

B. Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Manual 
 

Staff Recommendation: Discuss and provide comments to staff regarding the Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment System Manual. 
 
Staff Contact: Environmental Health Administrator Talent, ext. 364 

 
Adjournment  

 
Future Wastewater Advisory Committee Meetings 

 
March 22, 2018 6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting Malibu City Hall 
April 26, 2018 6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting Malibu City Hall 
May 24, 2018 6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting Malibu City Hall 
June 28, 2018 6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting Malibu City Hall 
 
 

Guide to the Wastewater Advisory Committee Proceedings 
 
The Oral Communication portion of the agenda is for members of the public to present items which are not 
listed on the agenda, but are under the subject matter jurisdiction of the Wastewater Advisory Committee.  
Although no action may be taken, the Committee and staff will follow up, at an appropriate time, on those items 
needing response.  Each speaker is limited to (3) three minutes.  Time may be surrendered by deferring (1) one 
minute to another speaker, not to exceed a total of (8) eight minutes.  The speaker wishing to defer time must be 
present when the item is heard.  In order to be recognized and present an item, each speaker must complete and 
submit to the Recording Secretary a Request to Speak form prior to the beginning of the item being announced by 
the Chair (forms are available at the entrance to the meeting room).  Speakers are taken in the order slips are 
submitted. 
 
Items in Consent Calendar Section A have already been considered by the Committee at a previous meeting 
where the public was invited to comment, after which a decision was made.  These items are not subject to public 
discussion at this meeting because the vote taken at the previous meeting was final.  Resolutions concerning 
decisions made at previous meetings are for the purpose of memorializing the decision to assure the accuracy of 
the findings, the prior vote, and any conditions imposed. 
 
Items in Consent Calendar Section B have not been discussed previously by the Committee.  If discussion is 
desired, an item may be removed from the Consent Calendar for individual consideration.  Committee Members 
may indicate a negative or abstaining vote on any individual item by so declaring prior to the vote on the motion 
to adopt the entire Consent Calendar.  Items excluded from the Consent Calendar will be taken up by the 
Committee following the action on the Consent Calendar.  The Committee first will take up the items for which 
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public speaker requests have been submitted.  Public speakers shall follow the rules as set forth under Oral 
Communication.  
 
Old Business items have appeared on previous agendas but have either been continued or tabled to this meeting 
with no final action having been taken.  Public comment shall follow the rules as set forth under Oral 
Communication.  
 
Items in New Business are items which are appearing for the first time for formal action.  Public comment shall 
follow the rules as set forth under Oral Communication.  
 
Copies of the staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business described above are 
on file in the Environmental Sustainability Department, Malibu City Hall, 23825 Stuart Ranch Road, Malibu, 
California and are available for public inspection during regular office hours which are 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday, and 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Friday.  Written materials distributed to the Committee 
within 72 hours of the Wastewater Advisory Committee meeting are available for public inspection immediately 
upon distribution in the Environmental Sustainability Department at 23825 Stuart Ranch Road, Malibu, 
California (Government Code Section 54957.5(b)(2).  Copies of staff reports and written materials may be 
purchased for $0.25 per page.  Pursuant to State law, this agenda was posted at least 72 hours prior to the 
meeting. 
 
The City Hall phone number is (310) 456-2489.  To contact City Hall using a telecommunication device for the 
deaf (TDD), please call (800) 735-2929 and a California Relay Service operator will assist you.  In compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact Environmental Sustainability Department Director Craig George, (310) 456-2489, ext. 229.  Notification 
48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this 
meeting. [28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADD Title II].  Requests for use of audio or video equipment during a Committee 
meeting should be directed to Alex Montano at (310) 456-2489 ext. 227 or amontano@malibucity.org at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting. 
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing agenda was 
posted in accordance with the applicable legal requirements.  Dated this 7th day of February 2018. 
 
                                                                                             
 
                                                                                            _______________________________________ 

Rebecca Nelson-Brown, Administrative Assistant 
 

mailto:amontano@malibucity.org


 

Committee Agenda Report 
 

 
To: Chair Haynie and Members of the Wastewater Advisory Committee 
 
Prepared by:   Rebecca Nelson-Brown, Administrative Assistant 
 
Approved by: Melinda Talent, Environmental Health Administrator 
 
Date prepared:  February 7, 2018    Meeting date: February 22, 2018 
 
Subject:  Approval of Minutes 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve minutes for the September 14, 2017 Wastewater 
Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Staff has prepared the draft minutes for September 14, 2017 
Wastewater Advisory Committee meeting. These minutes are presented to the 
Committee for approval. 
 
ATTACHMENT:  September 14, 2017 Wastewater Advisory Committee meeting minutes 

Wastewater Advisory 
Commission Meeting 

02-22-18 

Item 
3.B.1. 
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ACTION MINUTES 
MALIBU WASTEWATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 
MALIBU CITY HALL 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Haynie called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were recorded in attendance by the Recording Secretary: 
 

PRESENT: Chair Haynie, Committee Member Braband, Committee Member 
Bradley, Committee Member Rene-Weissman, Committee Member Slutske, and 
Committee Member Yaroslaski 
 
ABSENT:  Co-Chair Sherman 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Melinda Talent, Environmental Health Administrator; Matthew 
Simpkins, Wastewater Management Program Analyst; Rebecca Nelson-Brown, 
Administrative Assistant 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chair Haynie led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION Committee Member Slutske moved and Committee Member Braband 

seconded a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carried 6 to 0, Co-
Chair Sherman absent. 

 
REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA 
 

Administrative Assistant Nelson-Brown reported that the agenda for the meeting 
was properly posted on September 6, 2017. 
 

ITEM 1. CEREMONIALS / PRESENTATIONS 
 

 None. 
 
ITEM 2. PUBLIC / COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 
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None.   
 
ITEM 3. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 The consent calendar consisted of the following items:  
 

A. Previously Discussed Items 
 

None. 
 

B. New Items 
 

1. Approval of Minutes 
 

Staff Recommendation: Approve minutes for the May 25, 2017 
Wastewater Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
Staff Contact: Recording Secretary Nelson-Brown 

 
MOTION Committee Member Braband moved and Committee Member Slutske  

seconded a motion to approve the consent calendar. The motion carried 6 to 0, 
Co-Chair Sherman absent. 

 
ITEM 4. OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
ITEM 5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Draft Ordinance Banning Self-Regenerating Water Softeners 

Environmental Health Administrator Talent presented the staff report.   
 

MOTION Committee Member Yaroslaski moved and Chair Haynie seconded a motion to 
recommend to the City Council to adopt the proposed Ordinance Banning Self-
Regenerating Water Softeners. The motion carried 6 to 0, Co-Chair Sherman 
absent. 
 

B. Revised Guidelines for the Inspection of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
(OWTS) 

Environmental Health Administrator Talent presented the staff report.   
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MOTION Committee Member Yaroslaski moved and Committee Member Braband 

seconded a motion to adopt the Revised Guidelines for the Inspection of Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems provided staff incorporate Committee 
comments. The motion carried 6 to 0, Co-Chair Sherman absent. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION At 7:13 p.m., Committee Member Yaroslaski moved and Co-Chair Sherman 

seconded a motion to adjourn. The motion carried 6 to 0, Committee Member 
Bradley absent. 

 
 

Approved and adopted by the Wastewater Advisory Committee 
of the City of Malibu on February 22, 2018. 

 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      NORM HAYNIE, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
REBECCA NELSON-BROWN, Administrative Assistant 



 

Committee Agenda Report 
 
 

To: Chair Haynie and Members of the Wastewater Advisory Committee 
 
Prepared by:   Melinda Talent, Environmental Health Administrator 
 
Approved by: Craig George, Environmental Sustainability Director 
 
Date prepared:  February 7, 2018    Meeting date: February 22, 2018 
 
Subject:  Draft Ordinance for the Regulation of Onsite Wastewater Treatment 

Systems 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discuss and provide comments to staff regarding the draft 
ordinance for regulation of onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS). 
 
DISCUSSION:  On June 19, 2012, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted the 
Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems, referred to as the OWTS Policy (Policy). The Policy 
contains provisions for local agencies to regulate OWTS through the Tier 2, Local Agency 
Management Program for New or Replacement OWTS (LAMP). In May 2016, the City 
submitted the LAMP in accordance with the Policy to the Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Water Board). Currently, the City is awaiting final approval by the 
Water Board prior to approval by City Council and final adoption. In September 2016, this 
Committee reviewed the LAMP and provided comments to staff. 
 
Along with adoption of the LAMP, the City will revise some existing codes related to 
regulation of OWTS. Existing codes including portions of the California Plumbing Code, 
Los Angeles County Building Code, Malibu Municipal Code and provisions of the Policy 
have been combined into one ordinance in order to provide standards for the siting, 
design, installation, operation and maintenance of OWTS within Malibu. The draft 
ordinance is organized into the following sections: general, technical standards, operation 
and maintenance, and registered practitioners. The proposed ordinance is consistent with 
the Policy, Water Board’s Basin Plan, and the City’s Local Coastal Program. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Draft Ordinance for the Regulation of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
2. Table outlining new Malibu Municipal Code chapter headings for the Integrated 

Onsite Wastewater Management Ordinance 

Wastewater Advisory 
Committee 
02-22-18 

Item 
5.A. 
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ORDINANCE NO. XXX 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MALIBU AMENDING CHAPTER 15.14 OF THE MALIBU 
MUNCIPAL CODE FOR REGULATION OF ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 286, ORDINANCE NO. 321, ORDINANCE NO. 360 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Malibu does ordain as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1. General 
 
 Section 15.12.050 of Chapter 15.12 (Amendment to Plumbing Code) is hereby deleted from 
Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) of the Malibu Municipal Code. 
 
 Chapter 15.14 (On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems) is hereby deleted from Title 15 
(Buildings and Construction) of the Malibu Municipal Code. 
 
 
SECTION 2. Amendments 

 
 Chapter 15.34 is hereby added to Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) of the Malibu 
Municipal Code to read as follows: 

 
Chapter 15.34 

 
REGULATION OF ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

 
 
15.34.010  Purpose and Applicability. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the siting, design, installation, operation and 
maintenance of onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) within City of Malibu. The standards are 
adopted in accordance with the City’s Local Coastal Program (LCP) and Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 
to protect the overall quality of coastal waters and resources within the City of Malibu, and, to prevent the 
creation of health hazards and nuisance conditions as a long-term solution for safe and effective wastewater 
treatment and disposal.   

This chapter is applicable to all existing, new and replacement OWTS in the City of Malibu, regardless of 
design flow, strength, or other state or local regulatory requirements. This chapter is consistent with plans, 
policies, and standards of the California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board). Specifically, these standards 
are consistent with the State Water Board’s Statewide OWTS Policy and the Regional Board’s Basin Plan. 

[Ref: LIP Ch. 18.2,18.7 (F),Ch. 15] 

rnelson
Text Box
Attachment 1
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15.34.020 Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

A. “Administrative Authority” for purposes of this chapter, the administrative authority shall mean the 
Building Official of the city or the City Environmental Sustainability Director’s designee. 

B. “Advanced Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (AOWTS)” means an OWTS designed to provide 
supplemental wastewater treatment that meets advanced treatment standards as accepted by the 
Administrative Authority, including secondary treatment and/or disinfection.  The system, or system 
component, provides enhanced treatment, over that which would be provided by a conventional 
system, producing an effluent quality that meets a predetermined performance standard in 
accordance with the Statewide OWTS Policy, prior to effluent dispersal into the ground.  Effluent 
from advanced treatment units may be discharged to an approved dispersal system, including 
conventional and pressure distribution trenches or beds, chamber systems, subsurface drip dispersal 
fields, seepage pits, or combinations thereof. 

C. “Basin Plan” means the same as “Water Quality Control Plan” as defined in Division 7 
(commencing with Section 13000) of the California Water Code. Basin plans are adopted by each 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, approved by the State Water Board and the Office of 
Administrative Law, and identify surface water and groundwater bodies within each Region’s 
boundaries and establish, for each, its respective beneficial uses and water quality objectives. 

D. “Bedrock” means the rock, usually solid, that underlies soil or other unconsolidated, surficial 
material. 

E. “Beneficial uses” means those qualities in waters of the state that may be protected against quality 
degradation that include, but are not necessarily limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and 
industrial supply; power generation; recreation; esthetic enjoyment; navigation; and preservation 
and enhancement of fish, wildlife and other aquatic resources or preserves. 

F. “Certificate holder” means the person who is appropriately registered as an onsite wastewater 
treatment system practitioner with the City. 

G. “Certification” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity 
as evidence by a certificate of completion. 

H. “Cesspool” means a lined or partially lined underground pit into which raw household wastewater 
is discharged and from which the liquid seeps into the surrounding soil.  New and modifications to 
existing cesspools are prohibited in the City of Malibu. 

I. “City” means the City of Malibu, California. 

J. “Code” means Chapters 15.34, 15.36, 15.38, and 5.38 of the Malibu Municipal Code. 

K. “Community system” means an OWTS that provides for the collection, treatment and dispersal of 
wastewater from multiple discharges of three or more individual residences under separate 
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ownership.  Community systems are subject to review and approval by the Los Angeles Regional 
Water Quality Control Board. 

L. “Conventional onsite wastewater treatment system” means a wastewater treatment system providing 
primary treatment with a septic tank and subsurface dispersal area consisting of leach trenches, leach 
beds, or leach chambers.  A conventional OWTS may utilize gravity flow or a pump system to 
convey effluent from the septic tank to the drainfield. 

M. “Cumulative impacts” means the persistent and/or increasing effect of OWTS resulting from the 
density of such discharges in relation to the assimilative capacity of the local environment.  
Examples include, but are not limited to: (a) nitrate or salt additions to ground water or surface 
water; and (b) rise in groundwater levels (“mounding of the water table”) that interferes with the 
performance of an OWTS, causes drainage problems or results in other adverse hydrological or soil 
conditions affecting public health, water quality or public safety. 

N. “Dispersal system” means a soil-based system containing a series of trenches, beds, subsurface drip 
lines, seepage pit, or other approved method for subsurface infiltration and absorption of wastewater 
effluent, including all component parts, such as piping, valves, filter material, chambers, dosing 
pumps, siphons and other appurtenances.    

O. “Domestic wastewater” means wastewater from everyday living activities with a measured strength 
less then high-strength wastewater and is the type of wastewater normally discharged from, or 
similar to, that discharged from plumbing fixtures, appliances and other household devices 
including, but not limited to toilets, bathtubs, showers, laundry facilities, dishwashing facilities, and 
garbage disposals. Domestic wastewater may include wastewater from commercial buildings such 
as office buildings and retail stores, or from industrial facilities where the domestic wastewater is 
segregated from the industrial wastewater. Domestic wastewater does not include wastewater from 
industrial processes or recreational vehicle dump stations. 

P. “Domestic well” means a groundwater well that provides water for human consumption and is not 
regulated by the California Department of Public Health. 

Q. “Effluent” means sewage, water or other liquid, partially or completely treated in its natural state, 
flowing out of a septic tank, supplemental treatment unit, dispersal system, or other OWTS 
component. 

R. “Failure” The ineffective treatment and dispersal of wastewater resulting in the surfacing of raw or 
inadequately treated sewage effluent and/or the degradation of surface or groundwater quality.  An 
OWTS is considered to be in a state of failure if one or more of the following conditions occur:  (1) 
backup of sewage into the building(s) served by the system as a result of overload and/or clogged 
soil absorption system; (2) discharge of sewage onto the surface of the ground or waters of the state; 
(3) the static liquid level in the distribution box is above the outlet invert; (4) and/or the septic tank 
or related components require pumping three or more times during any 180 day period. 

S. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, deposited into 
plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater generating appliances. It includes, 
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but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from washing machines, bathtubs, showers, bathroom 
washbasins, and laundry tubs. Kitchen sinks shall be considered blackwater for the purposes of this 
chapter. 

T. “Groundwater” means water below the land surface that is at or above atmospheric pressure.  

U. “High-strength wastewater" as defined in the State OWTS Policy, means wastewater having a 30-
day average concentration of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) greater than 300 milligrams-per-
liter (mg/L) or of total suspended solids (TSS) greater than 330 mg/L or a fats, oil, and grease (FOG) 
concentration greater than 100 mg/L prior to the septic tank or other OWTS treatment component. 

V. “Holding tank” means a watertight receptacle used to collect and store wastewater prior to it being 
removed from a property by means of vacuum pumping and hauling, or other approved method.  
The use of holding tanks in the City of Malibu is authorized for limited circumstances, including, 
but not limited to, for the abatement of health hazards or for certain public use facilities. 

W. “Impaired water bodies” means those surface water bodies or segments thereof that are identified 
on a list approved first by the State Water Board and then approved by US EPA pursuant to Section 
303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act. 

X. “Local Agency Management Program (LAMP)” is a program plan required by the State OWTS 
Policy for oversight of OWTS within a local area. 

Y. “Leachfield” also referred to as leach trenches means the dispersal area used for disposal of septic 
tank effluent through a non-water-tight artificial structure, conduit, or porous material by downward 
or lateral drainage, or both, into the surrounding permeable soil. 

Z. “Licensure” means the obtainment of the appropriate state of California licensing as a contractor, a 
registered civil engineer, a registered professional geologist, or a registered environmental health 
specialist. 

AA. “Malibu Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual” (Malibu OWTS Manual) means the 
document developed, maintained and amended, as needed from time-to-time, by the City of 
Malibu containing guidelines for implementation of this chapter. 

BB. “New construction” means the construction of a new building for which a certificate of 
occupancy is required or an increase in the actual or design flow to any system or an increase in 
the actual or design flow to any nonconforming system or an increase in the design flow to any 
system above the existing approved capacity. New construction shall not include replacement or 
repair of an existing building that has been totally or partially destroyed or demolished, provided 
there is no increase in design flow, no increase in the design flow above the existing approved 
capacity to any system, no increase in the number of dwelling or dwelling units and no increase 
in the number of bedrooms in any dwelling or dwelling unit. Actual and design flow may be 
determined by plumbing fixture units where applicable. 
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CC. “Official Inspection Form for OWTS” means the approved report form to be completed by all 
city-approved onsite wastewater treatment system inspectors for the inspection of any OWTS. 

DD. “Onsite Wastewater Treatment System” or “OWTS” means a system or series of systems, of 
pipes, tanks, trenches, seepage pits and other components used for the collection, treatment and 
subsurface dispersal of wastewater.  This term is synonymous with private sewage disposal 
system, as used in the California Plumbing Code.  For purposes of this chapter, OWTS do not 
include “graywater” systems pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 17922.12. 

EE. “Operating Permit” means the administrative document issued by the Administrative Authority 
authorizing the initial and/or continued use of an OWTS in conformance with the provisions of 
this chapter, intended to aid in verification of the adequacy of OWTS performance, and that may 
contain both general and specific conditions of use. 

FF. “Operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M)” means regular inspection, monitoring, and 
service provided to onsite wastewater treatment systems to insure the system is properly 
functioning and to insure their long-term viability. 

GG. “OWTS Design Report” means a supporting report for OWTS prepared by a qualified 
professional summarizing the results of soils analysis and/or percolation tests including but not 
limited to: soil conditions, characteristics and estimated permeability, depth of zones of 
saturation, depth to bedrock, surrounding geographic and topographic features, direction of 
ground contour and % slopes, distances to drainages, water bodies and potential for flooding.  

HH. “Percolation test” means a method of testing water absorption of the soil. The test is conducted 
with clean water and test results may be used in the design and sizing of the dispersal system. 

II. "Permit" means a document issued by a local agency that allows the installation and use of an 
OWTS, or waste discharge requirements or a waiver of waste discharge requirements that 
authorizes discharges from an OWTS. 

JJ. "Person" means any individual, corporation, association, firm, organization, partnership or 
company. 

KK. “Plumbing Fixture” means an expression in quantity of scale in terms of the load producing 
effects of an OWTS.  Fixture unit values shall be determined as defined in the California 
Plumbing Code. 

LL. “Pollutant” means any substance that alters water quality of the waters of the State to a degree 
that it may potentially affect the beneficial uses of water, as listed in a Basin Plan. 

MM. “Pressure distribution” means a method of wastewater dispersal employing a pump or automatic 
dosing siphon and distribution piping with small diameter holes or perforations spaced uniformly 
along its length; it is used to achieve equal distribution of wastewater within a dispersal field. 
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NN. “Public water system” is a water system regulated by the California Department of Public Health 
or a Local Primacy Agency pursuant to Chapter 12, Part 4, California Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Section 116275 (h) of the California Health and Safety Code. 

OO. “Public water well” is a groundwater well serving a public water system.  A spring which is not 
subject to the California Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR), CCR Title 22, sections 64650 
through 64666 is a public well. 

PP. “Qualified professional” means and individual licensed or certified by a State of California 
agency to design OWTS and practice as a professional for other associated reports, as allowed 
under their license or registration.  Depending on work to be performed and various licensing and 
registration requirements, this may include an individual who possesses a registered 
environmental health specialist certificate or is currently licensed as a professional engineer or 
professional geologist.  For purposes of performing site evaluations, soil scientists certified by 
the Soil Science Society of America area considered qualified professionals. 

QQ. “Regional Board” means the California Regional Water Quality Control Board – Los Angeles 
Region. 

RR. “Registered OWTS designer” means a person approved by the city to perform site evaluations 
and design of conventional and alternative (pressure distribution and supplemental treatment) 
onsite wastewater treatment system having met the requirements for registration as specified in 
this chapter. 

SS. “Registered OWTS inspector” means a person approved by the city to inspect the condition and 
operation of onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration in 
this chapter. 

TT. “Registered OWTS installer” means a person approved by the city to install onsite wastewater 
treatment systems having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter. 

UU. “Registered OWTS operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) specialist” means a person 
approved by the city to perform operation, monitoring, and maintenance assessments and routine 
maintenance having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter. 

VV. “Registered OWTS residuals manager (pumper)” means a person approved by the city to pump 
septic tanks, wastewater treatment tanks, and pump chambers having met the requirements for 
registration as specified in this chapter. 

WW. “Registered OWTS practitioner” means a person registered by the City to perform OWTS design, 
siting, installation, inspection, operation and maintenance, and management of wastewater 
residuals within the City of Malibu. 

XX. “Registration” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity 
as evidenced by a certificate of completion. 
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YY. “Repair of OWTS” means alteration of an existing OWTS component, tank replacement or 
installation of a designated future dispersal area. 

ZZ. “Renovation of OWTS” means installation of new or additional OWTS component or dispersal 
area to an existing OWTS. 

AAA. “Replacement OWTS” means an OWTS that has its treatment capacity expanded as a result 
of a failed OWTS, remodeled building, addition or replacement of a dispersal system, or 
components of the system repaired and/or replaced, requiring a coastal development permit 
issued under provisions of this code. 

BBB. “Sanitary sewer” means a system for collecting residential or municipal wastewater and 
directing the collected wastewater to a treatment works prior to dispersal. 

CCC. Seepage pit” means a vertically drilled or dug excavation, four to six feet in diameter, either 
lined with concrete cylinders or gavel-filled, that receives the effluent discharge from a septic 
tank or other OWTS treatment unit for dispersal into the surrounding soil. 

DDD. “Septic system” currently referred to as OWTS, means an onsite wastewater treatment system 
designed to treat and dispose of sewage. A typical septic system consists of a tank that receives 
waste from a residence or business and a system of leach trenches/bed or a seepage pit for 
disposal of the liquid effluent that remains after decomposition of the solids by bacteria in the 
tank. Solids remaining in the tank must be pumped out periodically. 

EEE. “Septic tank” means a watertight, covered receptacle designed for primary treatment of 
wastewater and constructed to: (1) receive the discharge of sewage from a building sewer; (2) 
separate solids from the liquid; (3) digest organic matter by anaerobic bacterial action; (4) 
store digested solids; and (5) clarify wastewater for further treatment with final subsurface 
discharge. 

FFF. “Sewage” means wastewater as defined in Section 5410(a), California Health and Safety 
Code. 

GGG. “Site” means the land area occupied, or proposed to be occupied, by a building(s) served by 
an OWTS, including any designated future expansion area. 

HHH. “Site evaluation” means an assessment of the characteristics of the site sufficient to determine 
its suitability for an OWTS to meet the requirements of this Code. Site evaluations shall be in 
accordance with procedures and criteria established in the Malibu OWTS Manual. 

III. “Soil” means the naturally occurring body of porous mineral and organic materials on the land 
surface, which is composed of unconsolidated materials, including sand-sized, silt-sized, and 
clay-sized particles mixed with varying amounts of larger fragments and organic material. 

JJJ. “Soil absorption system” means a soil-based effluent dispersal system typically containing a 
bed or trenches with clean gravel and a system of piping through which treated sewage may 
seep into the surrounding soil for further treatment and disposal. 
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KKK. “State Board” means the State Water Resources Control Board. 

LLL. “Stream” means flowing water identified as blue lines on USGS 7.5 minute quad topography 
map.  

MMM. “Subsurface drip dispersal” means a method for releasing treated wastewater to the soil for 
final treatment and dispersal via small diameter flexible plastic tubing manufactured with 
emitters spaced uniformly along its length; the drip field is designed and installed such that 
the drip tubing is installed in the shallow surface soils, typically 9 to 12 inches below finished 
grade. 

NNN. “Supplemental treatment” means any onsite wastewater treatment system or system 
component providing additional treatment, so that the effluent meets a predetermined 
performance requirement prior to discharge of effluent into the dispersal field. 

OOO. “SWRCB OWTS Policy” also referred to as Statewide OWTS Policy means the Water Quality 
Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board on June 19, 2012, 
which became effective May 13, 2013. 

PPP. “Technical Standards” means Chapter 15.36 of this Title containing criteria for the design and 
construction of various types of onsite wastewater treatment and effluent disposal systems. 

QQQ. “TMDL” is the acronym for “total maximum daily load.”  Section 3030(d) (1) of the Clean 
Water Act requires each state to establish a TMDL for each impaired water body to address 
the pollutant(s) causing the impairment.  In California, TMDLs are usually adopted as Basin 
Plan amendments and contain implementation plans detailing how water quality standards will 
be attained. 

RRR. “Unstable land mass” means land prone to subsidence, erosion, or mass land movement as 
indicated by historical landslide events, published maps or reports, or evidence of 
characteristics such as surface rupture, scarps, creep or other irregularities in ground slope 
conditions. 

SSS. “Wastewater” means sewage that is designated as “blackwater” and/or “graywater.” 

1. “Blackwater” means wastewater contaminated with human wastes, generally 
originating from toilets. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from 
water closets, toilets, urinals, kitchen sinks, food preparation sinks, or other similar 
fixtures alone or in combination with other wastewater. 

2. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, 
deposited into plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater 
generating appliances. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from 
washing machines, bathtubs, showers, bathroom washbasins, and laundry tubs. 
Kitchen sinks shall be considered blackwater for the purposes of this chapter. 
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TTT. “Waste discharge requirements” or “WDR” means an operation and discharge permit issued 
for the discharge of waste pursuant to Section 13260 of the California Water Code. 

UUU. “Water body” means a body of water in a natural or man-made area within which water flows.  
Water bodies include but are not limited to creeks, groundwater, ocean and tidal waters, rivers, 
streams, springs, seeps and watercourses. 

VVV. “Watercourse” means a drainage channel with bed and banks within which water flows either 
perennially, ephemerally or intermittently, including overflow channels contiguous to the 
main channel.  A watercourse may be either a natural or man-made channel.  For purposes of 
this chapter, watercourse also includes water bodies such as ponds, lakes, marshes and 
seasonal wetlands. 

15.34.030 Connection to Sanitary Sewer. 

A. No permit shall be issued for the installation, alteration or repair of any OWTS on any lot 
for which a connection to a public sewer is available.   

1. Connection to the public sewer is considered available when the property is located within 
two hundred (200) feet of an approved available sanitary sewer.   

2. The connection to sanitary sewer must be in the most direct manner possible, provided a 
right-of-way and any necessary approval from the appropriate sewer authority is first 
obtained.  

B. On properties where an OWTS exists, and which buildings served by an OWTS, or components 
of the OWTS, are within two hundred (200) feet of an approved available sanitary sewer, 
connection to the available sanitary sewer will be required at the time of system failure or when 
major repair, septic tank replacement, or addition to the OWTS is required or proposed. 

[Ref. CPC 713.4, 713.5] 

15.34.040 General Requirements. 

A. General Requirements.  Where permitted by (Section 15.34.030, Connection to Sanitary Sewer), the 
building sewer shall be permitted to be connected to a OWTS in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter.  The type of OWTS shall be determined on the basis of location, topography, soil 
porosity and groundwater level, and shall be designed to receive all sewage from the property.  The 
Administrative Authority shall be permitted to grant exceptions to the provisions of this chapter for 
permitted buildings that have been destroyed due to fire or natural disaster and that cannot be 
reconstructed in compliance with these provisions provided that such exceptions are the minimum 
necessary. 

B. Quantity and Quality.  Where the quantity or quality of the sewage is such that the above system 
cannot be expected to function satisfactorily for commercial, agricultural and industrial plumbing 
systems; for installations where appreciable amounts of industrial or indigestible wastes are 
produced; for occupancies producing abnormal quantities of sewage or liquid waste; or where grease 
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interceptors are required by other parts of this code, the method of sewage treatment and disposal 
shall be first approved by the Administrative Authority. 

C. Capacity.  No property shall be improved in excess of its capacity to properly absorb sewage effluent 
by the means provided in this chapter.  Exception:  The Administrative Authority shall be permitted 
to, at its discretion, approve an alternative system. 

D. Building Permit.  Where there is insufficient lot area or improper soil conditions for sewage disposal 
for the building or land use proposed, no building permit shall be issued and no private sewage 
disposal shall be permitted unless approved by the Administrative Authority. Where space or soil 
conditions are critical, no building permit shall be issued until engineering data and test reports 
satisfactory to the Administrative Authority have been submitted and approved.  No expansion of 
the existing number of bedrooms and/or drainage fixture units shall be permitted when served by an 
existing OWTS where the size of the existing OWTS does not accommodate the expanded 
bedrooms/fixture units as shown in Table 15.36.050. 

E. Additional Requirements.  Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the 
Administrative Authority from requiring compliance with additional requirements than those 
contained herein, where such additional requirements are essential to maintain a safe and sanitary 
condition. 

F. Alternative Systems.  Alternative systems shall be permitted to be used on a case-by-case basis by 
permission of the Administrative Authority after being satisfied of their adequacy. This 
authorization is based on extensive field and test data from conditions similar to those at the 
proposed site, or require such additional data as necessary to provide assurance that the alternative 
system will produce continuous and long-range results at the proposed site, not less than equivalent 
to systems which are specifically authorized.  Alternative systems shall adhere to the requirements 
for advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems contained in this chapter. 

G. Health and Safety.  OWTS and system(s) components shall be sited, designed, installed, operated 
and maintained, in a manner where sewage, impure water or any other matter or substance will not 
discharge upon the surface of the ground, become injurious or dangerous to health or will empty, 
flow, seep, or drain into or affect any stream within the City of Malibu.  Any OWTS in violation of 
this chapter is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and must be abated according to provisions 
of the law.  

15.34.050 Buildings and OWTS Requirements 

A.  Commercial Buildings and Multiple Family Buildings– AOWTS Required.  

1. Buildings.  Commercial buildings and multiple family dwellings to be newly constructed or 
renovated, after the effective date of this section shall have an AOWTS unless otherwise 
approved by the Administrative Authority  

3. OWTS.  Existing conventional onsite wastewater treatment systems to be replaced, 
renovated, or repaired, after the effective date of this section shall be upgraded to AOWTS, 
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prior to final sewage effluent disposal, unless otherwise approved by the Administrative 
Authority  

4. Alarm System.  Existing OWTS serving commercial buildings and multiple family 
dwellings, after the effective date of this section, shall be equipped with an alarm system 
that will be triggered when high water levels are detected in the septic tank and/or dispersal 
field so that the discharge from the treatment system to the dispersal field will be interrupted 
until the treatment system malfunction is rectified.  At a minimum, the alarm system shall 
include an audible and visual alarm located within the building served by the system with 
off-site telemetry to the maintenance provider. 

B. Residential Buildings – OWTS Inspection and Operating Permit Required.  

1. Buildings.  Detached single family residential buildings to be renovated, with addition of 
bedroom equivalents or changes to the plumbing system  that increases drainage capacity , 
after the effective date of this section shall have their existing OWTS inspected, and a new 
Operating Permit issued, prior to the approval of plans for Building Permit issuance. 

5. OWTS.  If OWTS inspection reveals the condition of the existing OWTS is “not passing”, 
renovation or repair of the OWTS must be included within the scope of the building 
renovation project. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.2; MPC H 1.0, H 11.4; CPC 102.2.5] 

15.34.050 Permits Required for OWTS 

A. OWTS Construction Permit 

A building permit is required to install a new, replacement or modification to an OWTS.  The 
requirements for the building permits and materials are contained in this code and the Malibu 
OWTS Manual. 

B. Coastal Development Permit 

A Coastal Development Permit (CDP) is required for all new OWTS, for any expansion of an 
existing OWTS, or for a change in the type or intensity of use of an existing system. The CDP 
shall not be approved unless (1) the existing or proposed OWTS is consistent with the 
requirements contained in this chapter) or (2) a condition is imposed on the permit that requires 
upgrade or redesign of the existing OWTS, or construction of a new OWTS, to comply with the 
requirements contained in this chapter.   

C. OWTS Operating Permit 

To assure appropriate operation and maintenance of OWTS for protection of public health and 
safety, the environment, and water quality, an operating permit, as specified in Chapter 15.38 of 
this code, is required for: (1) OWTS serving newly developed properties; (2) building projects 
involving repair, alter, modify, replace, renovate, or relocate the existing OWTS; (3) 
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development projects involving any alteration, modification, remodel, or repair of any building 
on the property that involves the addition of plumbing fixture units or results in any increase in 
the load to the existing OWTS; (4) in connection with property transfers (“point-of-sale”); and 
(5) all OWTS serving commercial and multi-family residential uses.   

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.4, 18.9; MPC H 1.0, H 12.0] 

15.34.060 Standards, Guidelines and Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual. 

A. The Administrative Authority is authorized to issue administrative standards and guidelines, 
including policies, procedures and technical details, to carry out the purposes of this chapter.  
The guidelines, including policies and procedures, are compiled in a separate document referred 
to as the Malibu OWTS Manual. 

B. The Integrated Onsite Wastewater Management Ordinance, technical standards and OWTS 
Manual, shall be developed and maintained by the Administrative Authority, and shall provide 
a reasonable process for seeking input from the affected public and OWTS practitioners in 
connection with its development and subsequent amendments. 

C. The Integrated Onsite Wastewater Management Ordinance, technical standards, OWTS Manual 

and any subsequent amendments shall be provided to the Regional Water Board and/or the State 
Water Board in accordance with applicable provisions of the Statewide OWTS Policy and Basin 
Plan. 

[Ref. Ch. 18.1, 18.2; MPC H 1.2] 

15.34.070 Administration.  

A. Variances.  Variances from the terms of this chapter may be granted by the City Council where 
the following findings can be made:  

1.  The variance will not harm the environment, public health, safety and welfare of the people 
of Malibu; 

6. Due to special conditions or exceptional characteristics of the property, its location or 
surroundings, a literal enforcement of this chapter would result in an exceptional hardship 
as determined by the Administrative Authority; and 

7. The variance will not have any adverse environmental effect on the use of the adjoining 
property. 

Upon consideration of the factors and purposes of this chapter, the City Council may attach such 
conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to further the purposes of this chapter 
 

[Ref. LCP 13.26; MPC H 1] 
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B. Denial, Suspension or Revocation of OWTS Approvals and Permits.  

 The Administrative Authority may deny, suspend or revoke any permit or approval issued 
under provisions of this chapter whenever the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect 
information supplied by the applicant on which the permit approval was based, or if the 
Administrative Authority determines that in any other way the permittee is acting in violation of 
State law, the provisions of this chapter, or the conditions of the permit. 

[Ref. CPC 103] 

C. Abatement.  

1. Any existing OWTS in a state of failure or which, based on inspection or evaluation by 
the Administrative Authority, is considered a hazard to safety or health by reason of 
inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, or obsolescence is hereby declared to be a public 
nuisance and shall be abated by repair or rehabilitation per order and adequate notice 
from the Administrative Authority. 

2. Failing OWTS, as defined, must be brought into substantial compliance with this 
chapter.  If not corrected within a time designated by the Administrative Authority, the 
Administrative Authority may order or cause corrections to be made and bill the property 
owner for the costs and may place a lien on the property for the abatement costs.  The 
Administrative Authority may also order the premises to be vacated if no safe manner of 
abatement is possible. 

[Ref. CPC 102] 

D. Appeals.  

 Any applicant may appeal the decision of the Administrative Authority in denying, 
suspending or revoking the permit for an OWTS or in relation to an abatement order.  The appeal 
shall be made to the City Council by submitting to the Administrative Authority a completed 
application for appeal and the appropriate fees as specified in the current resolution approved by the 
City Council establishing fees for development services.  The appeal application must be submitted 
within ten (10) calendar days from the date of the Administrative Authority’s decision to deny, 
suspend or revoke the permit.  The City Council may reject, affirm or modify the Administrative 
Authority’s decision. 

[Ref. ?] 

E. Violations 

 No person, firm or corporation that is purchasing or that owns, controls, leases, lets, hires or 
occupies any lands, premises or habitations in the City of Malibu shall construct, reconstruct, place 
or suffer or permit to exist thereon any installation referred to in this chapter in violation of any of 
the provisions hereof or to perform any act or suffer or permit any act to be performed in violation 
of any of the provisions hereof. 
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[Ref. ?] 

F. Penalty.  

 Any person, firm or corporation who does any act declared unlawful in this chapter or who 
violates or contributes in any way to the violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be 
deemed guilty of an infraction.  Every violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be 
construed as a separate offense for each day during which such violation continues. 

[Ref. ?] 

15.34.080 OWTS Siting Criteria. 

Approval of any new or replacement OWTS shall require compliance with the minimum siting criteria 
contained in Chapter 15.36, Technical Standards for Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems.  Repair of any 
lawfully existing OWTS, where no expansion or intensification of use is proposed, shall conform to these 
requirements to the greatest extent practicable as determined by the Administrative Authority.  

[Ref. LIP 18.7; MPC H 1.7] 

A. Flood Hazard Areas.  Disposal systems shall be located outside of flood hazard areas. 

Exception: Where suitable sites outside of flood hazard areas are not available, disposal systems 
shall be permitted to be located in flood hazard areas on sites where the effects of inundation 
under conditions of the design flood are minimized.  

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (a); MPC H 1.4] 

B. Location on Property Served.  No onsite wastewater treatment system, or part thereof, shall be 
located on any other property other than the property which is the site of the building or structure 
served by such onsite wastewater treatment system, nor shall any onsite wastewater treatment 
system or part thereof be located at any point having less than the minimum distances indicated 
in Table 15.34.120(E).  

Nothing contained in this Code shall be construed to prohibit the use of all or part of another 
property for an onsite wastewater treatment system or part thereof, where secondary sewage 
effluent treatment, or better, is provided, when proper cause, transfer of ownership, or change 
of boundary not in violation of other requirements has been first established to the satisfaction 
of the Administrative Authority. The instrument recording such action shall constitute an 
agreement with the Administrative Authority which shall clearly state and show that the areas 
so joined or used shall be maintained as a unit during the time they are so used.  Such agreement 
shall be recorded in the office of the County Recorder as part of the conditions of ownership of 
said properties, and shall be binding on all heirs, successors, and assigns to such properties. A 
copy of the instrument recording such proceedings shall be filed with the Administrative 
Authority.  

[Ref. MPC H 1.5, 1.7] 
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C. 100% Reserve Area.  A reserve area with sufficient dispersal capacity for not less than 100 
percent of the design wastewater flow shall be identified and set aside for future repair, 
expansion or replacement of the primary dispersal field.  No division of the lot, grading, erection 
of structures or other site alteration shall be permitted where it impairs the future utility of the 
designated reserve area. Exceptions may be granted by the Administrative Authority.  

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (B)(K)(I)/18.5/18.4 (B)(I)(C); MPC H 1.5, 1.7] 

[Ref. Ch. 18.4 (C)(D)(E) , 18.7 (B)(I); MPC H 1.0, H 4.1] 

15.34.090 Cumulative Impacts. 

Cumulative impact analysis evaluating the potential impact of the proposed OWTS on groundwater level 
and quality (i.e., effects of groundwater mounding, nitrate loading and fecal/pathogen contamination), 
quality of nearby surface drainages (i.e., nitrate loading and fecal/pathogen contamination), and slope 
stability shall be required for the following development projects: 

A. Individual OWTS with design flow greater than 1,500 gallons per day (gpd); 

B. Land divisions; 

C. OWTS for any commercial development; 

D. Any lot which involves two or more OWTSs within 100 feet of each other with a combined 
capacity of over 1,500 gpd; 

E. OWTS for multi-family residential developments; 

F. OWTS classified as a “community” system, serving multiple property owners; 

G. OWTS which the City or Regional Water Board identified as presenting a potential threat to 
surface water or groundwater beneficial uses; and 

H. OWTS located within the contributing recharge area of known nitrate groundwater problems. 

Cumulative impact analyses shall be conducted in accordance with guidelines prescribed in the Malibu 
OWTS Manual and shall be included as an element of the OWTS Design Report for the proposed project 
application. 

[Ref. Ch. 18.4 (D) E; MPC H 1.8] 

15.34.100 OWTS Components. 

A. Conventional OWTS (COWTS; see Definitions).  A conventional OWTS shall, at a minimum, 
consist of a septic tank and subsurface dispersal system for absorption and leaching of the 
effluent into the soil.  The septic tank and subsurface effluent dispersal system must be so 
constructed as to meet the requirements prescribed by the accompanying technical standards of 
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this chapter and guidelines contained in the Malibu OWTS Manual. [Ref. Ch. 18.7, 18.8; MPC 
H 5.0] 

B. Advanced OWTS (AOWTS; see Definitions).  OWTS incorporating supplemental treatment are 
classified as Advanced OWTS.  Supplemental treatment is required in some instances, in place 
of or in addition to a septic tank, to produce a higher quality (enhanced) wastewater effluent 
(secondary or tertiary) for dispersal into the ground.  Where used, supplemental treatment 
systems shall be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with applicable standards and 
criteria prescribed in this chapter and Malibu OWTS Manual, or as required by the Regional 
Water Board and/or Statewide OWTS Policy.       [Ref. ?] 

C. Septic Tank.  Watertight septic tanks shall be used for primary treatment of wastewater before 
discharge of effluent to an approved dispersal system.  Septic tanks shall be designed to provide 
a minimum retention time of at least 24 hours, with one-half to two-thirds of the tank volume 
reserved for sludge and scum accumulation, with sizing determined for each application in 
accordance with the technical standards contained in the chapter and guidelines prescribed in 
the Malibu OWTS Manual.      [Ref. Ch. 18.7; MPC H 5.0] 

D. Effluent Dispersal System.  Conventional dispersal methods approved for use in City of Malibu 
shall consist of gravel-filled leaching trenches/bed and existing lawfully permitted seepage pits, 
sized, designed and installed in accordance with the accompanying technical standards and 
guidelines prescribed in the Malibu OWTS Manual.    
       [Ref. Ch. 18.7 (J), 18.8 (A); MPC H 3.1, H 5.2, H 6.0] 

E. Supplemental Treatment.  Is required for the following types of development, wastewater 
sources, or site constraints: 

1. In connection with any new or replacement OWTS utilizing seepage pits; 

2. Beachfront development; 

3. Commercial development; 

4. Restaurants; 

5. Multi-family residences; 

6. Rapid (<5 mpi) or slow (>60 mpi) soil percolation; 

7. Shallow soil depth (<5 feet below leach trench/bed bottom); 

8. In connection with any OWTS utilizing alternative dispersal methods; 

9. Mitigation of failed OWTS or other documented water quality impacts, as determined 
by the Administrative Authority; 

10. Where imposed as a condition of the Coastal Development Permit; 
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11. Other circumstances deemed necessary by the Administrative Authority for protection 
of public health and water quality in accordance with this chapter. 

[Ref. LIP Ch 18.8; MPC H 3.1 (4), H 1.10] 

F. Alternative Dispersal Methods.  Alternatives to conventional leaching trenches/beds may be 
used to overcome certain soil, slope and other site limitations.  Examples of such alternatives 
include pressure distribution and subsurface drip dispersal methods, which have the advantage 
of providing broad, uniform distribution of wastewater throughout the dispersal field area for 
improved soil absorption and enhanced uptake and treatment of percolating effluent.  Where 
used, alternative dispersal systems shall be designed, constructed and operated in accordance 
with applicable technical standards contained in this chapter and guidelines prescribed in the 
Malibu OWTS Manual.       [Ref. Ch 18.8; MPC H 13.0] 

15.34.110 Operation and Maintenance Requirements. 

A. Manual.  Every OWTS shall at all times be maintained and operated in a sanitary condition and 
state of good repair.  An Operation and Maintenance Manual for each AOWTS installation shall 
be provided by the OWTS designer and/or the OWTS installer, with a copy provided to the 
Administrative Authority and to the system owner.  Final approval of system installation shall 
be contingent upon confirmation by the Administrative Authority that required Operation and 
Maintenance Manual has been provided. 

B. Covenant.  A covenant running with the land shall be executed between the City of Malibu and 
the holder of the fee simple absolute as to subject real property and recorded with the City of 
Malibu Recorder’s Office.  Said covenant shall serve as constructive notice to any future 
purchaser for value that the onsite wastewater treatment system serving subject property is an 
alternative method of sewage disposal pursuant to the Malibu Municipal Code.   The Owner,   
will promise, covenant and agree to and with the City of Malibu that the alternative private 
sewage disposal system constructed and installed on Property shall be properly maintained and 
repaired, and shall be renovated, modified or abandoned at the option of the City of Malibu 
should said alternative private sewage disposal system fail in the future to perform in accordance 
with its design specifications and, in the reasonable opinion of the City of Malibu, such 
renovation, modification, or abandonment is needed to achieve performance consistent with 
those specifications or to avoid significant adverse consequences. 

[Ref. Ch. 18.4 (C)(L)(M)(N)] 

15.34.120 Shoreline Protection. 

The Building Official shall require the following before a permit is issued to construct any new or 
replacement onsite wastewater treatment system on any parcel adjacent to the Pacific Ocean: 

A. Buildings permitted to be constructed, or remodeled, on beachfront property shall have adequate 
and properly designed bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from wave action for 
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all portions of the OWTS. Approved Coastal Engineering Reports shall be required to determine 
the need and extent of this protection. 

B. Owners or possessors of real property with buildings constructed on beachfront property with 
an existing OWTS to be renovated, or repaired, shall have adequate and properly designed 
bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from wave action, as deemed acceptable by 
the Building Official, for all portions of the OWTS. An approved Coastal Engineering Report 
shall be required to determine the need and extent of this protection. 

C. Owners or possessors of real property with buildings constructed on beachfront property with 
an existing OWTS damaged by storm, tide, or wave action shall have adequate and properly 
designed bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from wave action for all portions of 
the OWTS. An approved Coastal Engineering Report shall be required to determine the need 
and extent of this protection. 

D. Issuance of Permit. Upon review of the application and compliance with all of the requirements 
contained in this section and all other applicable laws, rules, and regulations, the Building 
Official shall issue a permit for the installation of bulkheads, or other protective structures 
required, imposing those conditions and restrictions necessary, and setting a time limit for the 
completion of the installation of bulkheads, or other protective structures required. 

E. Noncompliance and Right of Entry 

1. Upon expiration of the time limit established in the permit, including such additional 
time as may have been granted by the Building Official upon further application, if the 
installation of the bulkheads, or other protective structures required, has not been 
accomplished, the Building Official may take all reasonable actions to install the 
bulkheads, or other protective structures required, upon the real property for which the 
permit was issued. The Building Official shall have the right of entry upon the owner's 
or possessor's real property to the extent necessary to effect the installation. A failure, 
refusal, or neglect of the owner or possessor of the real property to comply with the 
provisions of the permit for the installation of the bulkhead, or other protective structures 
required, within the period of time set by the Building Official shall be considered a 
violation of this section, subjecting the owner or possessor of the real property to the 
penalties and remedies provided in this Code. 

2. The actual cost incurred by the Building Official in taking the above action, including 
the cost of equipment, labor (including the cost of City of Malibu consultants and 
employees), administrative, and other indirect costs shall be charge assessed against the 
real property benefited, and shall be added to the annual property taxes next levied upon 
the real property and shall constitute a lien upon the real property in the same manner 
and to the same extent as does the tax lien securing the annual real property taxes, and 
may be collected and enforced in the same manner as secured ad valorem property taxes. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (J); MPC H 13.0] 
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15.34.130 Holding Tanks. 

A. All holding tanks are hereby declared a public nuisance and are prohibited, except for the 
following instances as may be approved by the Administrative Authority: 

1. If it is necessary to use a holding tank to abate a nuisance or health hazard caused by a 
failing OWTS; or 

2. For  a publicly-owned nonresidential facility (e.g., public park or campground) necessary 
for the public health, safety or welfare, where  installation of an OWTS is not feasible 
and a holding tank is determined by the Administrative Authority to provide the safest 
and most acceptable method of sewage disposal. 

B. Where exceptions are granted and holding tank(s) approved, an operating permit issued by the 
Administrative Authority (per Chapter 15.38 of this code) will be required, which will provide 
for approval of the tank pumper, maintenance schedule, tank/sewage level monitoring, and 
reporting requirements. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7] 

15.34.140 Cesspools Prohibited. 

Cesspools are declared to be a public nuisance and are not authorized for use in the City of Malibu.  Upon 
discovery, cesspools shall be abated in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and in a manner 
approved by the Building Official. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 E; MPC H 8] 

15.34.150 Submittal of OWTS Plans. 

A. No person may install, construct, alter, repair, or replace any OWTS without first submitting 
plans to the Administrative Authority for approval and obtaining a building permit pursuant to 
the requirements of this Code and Malibu OWTS Guidelines.  Plans shall include: 

1. OWTS Design Report including a project description and the supporting basis of design; 

2. Percolation / Infiltration / Soil Classification Report; 

3. OWTS Supporting Geology Report; 

4. Architectural plans; 

5. Plumbing fixture unit worksheet; 

6. OWTS plot plan drawn to scale showing the location of the OWTS, all structures, water 
supply lines or wells, paved areas and lot lines; 
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7. Details of construction necessary to ensure compliance with the requirements of this 
chapter, including quality, kind and grade of materials, equipment, construction, 
workmanship, and methods of assembly and installation, as applicable; and 

8. Other information as required by the Administrative Authority and specified in the 
Malibu OWTS Manual. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.1; MPC H 10, 12.0; CPC 103] 

15.34.160 Review and Approval of OWTS Plans. 

If, after review, the Administrative Authority determines that the proposed OWTS is in accordance with 
the terms of this Code, Technical Standards (Chapter 15.36) and the Malibu OWTS Manual, and will not 
be injurious to the public health and water quality, he or she shall approve or conditionally approve the 
application.  Such approval may be made subject to such conditions as the Administrative Authority deems 
necessary to insure compliance with this Code. Any change in the OWTS plans after the issuance of a 
building permit must first be approved by the Administrative Authority.  Failure to obtain approval from 
the Administrative Authority will invalidate the permit. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.1; MPC H 1.8; CPC 103] 

15.34.170 Building Permit, Installation Inspection, and Approval. 

A. A written building permit shall be obtained from the Building Official prior to the construction, 
reconstruction, relocation, or alternation of any OWTS. 

B. No person may install, construct, alter, enlarge, reconstruct, replace, improve, recondition or 
repair an OWTS pursuant to this chapter unless: the person possesses a general engineering 
contractor's license (Class A), or a Class C-42 sanitation system contractor's license from the 
Contractors State License Board of the State of California. 

C. In the case of a conventional OWTS, the property owner may construct or repair an OWTS on 
his/her own property, provided:  (1) persons hired by the owner to do the subject work must 
comply with (a) above; or (2) persons hired by the owner must be hired as employees of the 
owner and the owner must provide workman's compensation insurance, as required by law; and 
(3) an OWTS permit is obtained. 

D. OWTS must be installed in accordance with the plans approved by the Administrative Authority. 
Any changes in the installation plans must be reviewed and approved by the Administrative 
Authority prior to installation. 

E. Inspection(s) of each OWTS installation shall be made by the Administrative Authority to 
ensure compliance with all applicable requirements of this Code and the Malibu OWTS Manual.  
In the event the Administrative Authority determines there has been an improper installation, a 
stop-work order may be posted on the jobsite. Before any further work is done on a posted 
OWTS installation, clearance from the Administrative Authority must be obtained. 
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F. An as-built drawing shall be completed by the OWTS designer or contractor upon completion 
of the OWTS installation, and prior to the final approval of the building permit, a copy of which 
shall be supplied to the Administrative Authority and the system owner. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.1; MPC H 1.8, 10, 12; CPC 103] 

15.34.180 Abandoned OWTS. 

Any OWTS or component thereof that has been abandoned or has been discontinued from further use or to 
which no waste or waste discharge pipe from a plumbing fixture is connected shall be decommissioned in 
accordance with the following requirements: 

A. Permit required.  A permit and approval must be obtained from the Building Official to abandon 
the OWTS. 

B. Plugged and Capped. An abandoned building (house) sewer, or part thereof, shall be plugged or 
capped in an approved manner within 5 feet of the property line. 

C. Fill Material. A cesspool, a septic tank, or a seepage pit that has been abandoned or has been 
discontinued otherwise from further use, or to which no waste or soil pipe from a plumbing 
fixture is connected, shall have the sewage removed therefrom and  be  completely  filled  with 
the earth, sand, gravel, concrete, or other approved material. 

D. Filling Requirements. The top cover or arch over the cesspool, septic tank, or seepage pit shall 
be removed before filling, and the filling shall not extend above the top of the vertical portions 
of the sidewalls or above the level of any outlet pipe until inspection has been called and the 
cesspool, septic tank, or seepage pit has been inspected. After such inspection, the cesspool, 
septic tank, or seepage pit shall be filled to the level of the top of the ground. 

E. Owner. No person owning or controlling any cesspool, septic tank, or seepage pit on the 
premises or private property of such person or in any public street, alley, or other public property 
shall fail, refuse, or neglect to comply with the provisions of this section. 

F. Permittee. Where disposal facilities are abandoned subsequent to connecting any premises to a 
replacement OWTS or public sewer, the permittee making the connection shall fill all abandoned 
facilities in accordance with the above requirements within 30 days from the time of connecting 
to the replacement OWTS or public sewer, or as otherwise specified by the Building Official. 

G. Excavation.  No excavation for an abandoned OWTS shall be left unattended at any time unless 
the permittee shall have first provided a suitable and adequate barricade to assure public safety. 

[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.1; MPC H 11; CPC Ch. 7] 
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SECTION 2. Amendments 

 Chapter 15.36 is hereby added to of Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) of the Malibu 
Municipal Code to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 15.36 

TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

 

15.36.010 Purpose. 

These technical standards provide criteria for the design and construction of various onsite wastewater 
treatment and disposal technologies and components as authorized for implementation by this chapter. 

15.36.020 Definitions. 

Definitions established in Section 15.34.020 (Chapter 15.34) of the Malibu Municipal Code shall apply to 
this chapter. 

15.36.030 OWTS Siting Criteria. 

Approval of any new or replacement OWTS shall require compliance with the minimum siting criteria 
contained in Chapter 15.36, Technical Standards for Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems.  Repair of any 
lawfully existing OWTS, where no expansion or intensification of use is proposed, shall conform to these 
requirements to the greatest extent practicable as determined by the Administrative Authority. [Ref. LIP 
18.7; MPC H 1.7] 

A. Soil Depth. For conventional OWTS discharging septic tank effluent, minimum depth of soil 
beneath the bottom of the dispersal field shall be 5 feet for leaching trenches/beds and 10 feet 
for seepage pits. Where advanced treatment is provided, minimum soil depth for leaching 
trenches/beds may be reduced to 3 feet. Where advanced treatment and subsurface drip dispersal 
methods are used, minimum soil depth may be reduced to 2 feet below the drip line. [Ref. LIP 
Ch. 18.7 (G)(D); MPC H 3.1 (4)] 

B. Vertical Separation to Ground Water. For new conventional OWTS discharging septic tank 
effluent, minimum vertical separation between the bottom of the dispersal system and seasonal 
high groundwater level shall depth be 5 feet for leaching trenches/ beds and 10 feet for seepage 
pits.  For advanced OWTS where supplemental treatment is provided, minimum groundwater 
separation for leaching trenches and beds may be reduced to 3 feet.  For advanced OWTS where 
supplemental treatment and either pressure distribution or subsurface drip dispersal methods are 
used, minimum depth to groundwater may be reduced to 2 feet below the trench/bed or drip line, 
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as applicable.  Determination of compliance with the above groundwater separation 
requirements shall account for any projected water table rise as determined through groundwater 
mounding analysis, where applicable (see Section 15.34.090). [Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (G)(M)] 

C. Soil Percolation. For conventional dispersal trenches/beds the soils shall have a demonstrated 
percolation rate in the range of 5 to 60 minutes per inch (mpi). Absorption rates for seepage pits 
must not be less than .83 gallons per square foot and must include supplemental treatment.  
Horizontal dispersal systems (trenches, beds, drip) in soils with percolation rates in the range of 
1 to 5 mpi (fast percolation) must have supplemental treatment and pressure distribution.  Soils 
with percolation rates of 60 to 120 mpi (slow percolation) are only permissible for effluent 
disposal with advanced OWTS that includes supplemental treatment and subsurface drip 
dispersal. The applicable percolation test method is described in the Malibu OWTS Manual. 
[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (G)(I)] 

D. Ground Slope. No soil absorption fields shall be located on slopes greater than 45%. 
Conventional gravity trench leachfields shall not be installed on slopes greater than 30%. Soil 
absorption fields located on slopes between 30 and 45% shall be designed to address critical 
factors of soil depth, restrictive horizons, soil permeability, application rates and dispersal 
methods. Siting of effluent dispersal systems on slopes greater than 10% shall be evaluated to 
assess possible impacts of lateral migration of effluent. The evaluation results, along with an 
evaluation of slope stability, shall be submitted for review and approval. [Ref. Ch. 18.7 (K)] 

E. Horizontal Setbacks. Minimum horizontal setback distances from various site features to OWTS 
components shall be as listed in Table 15.34.120(E). [Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (M); MPC Table H-1] 

 
 

Table 15.34.120(E) 
Minimum horizontal setback distances for OWTS (feet) 

 

Site Feature Building 
Sewer 

Septic 
Tank 

Dispersal 
Trench or 

Bed 
Seepage Pit 

Buildings or strucutures1 2 5 8 8 

Property line Clear2 5 5 8 

Water supply wells 
    Domestic 
    Public   

 
503 

503 

 
150 
150 

 
150 
1504 

 
150 
2004 

Springs  - 50 100 100 

Streams  
   General (from top of bank) 
   Between 1,200’-2,500’ of a public water intake5 

   Within 1,200’ of a public water system intake5 

 
50 
- 
- 

 
100 

- 
- 

 
100 
200 
400 

 
150 
200 
400 
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Reservoirs 
   General 
   Within 1,200’ of a public water supply intake5 

 
50 
- 

 
100 

- 

 
200 
400 

 
200 
400 

Ocean waters (from mean high tide line)6 - 50 100 100 

Storm drainage pipe7   5 50 50 

Cut bank or embankment - 10 4 x h8 4 x h8 

Unstable land mass9  100 100 100 

Trees - 10 - 10 

Seepage pit  - 5 5 12 

Dispersal trench or bed - 5 4 5 

Distribution box - - 5 5 

Onsite domestic service line 110 5 5 5 

Pressure public water main 1011 10 10 10 
1 Including porches and steps, whether covered or uncovered, breezeways, roofed porte cocheres, roofed patios, carports, 
covered walks, covered driveways, and similar structures and appurtenances. 
2 See California Plumbing Code, Section 321.3 
3 Drainage piping shall clear domestic water supply wells by not less than 50 feet.  This distance shall be permitted to be 
reduced to not less than 25 feet where the drainage piping is constructed of materials approved for use within a building.  
4 200’ for trench or seepage pit 10’deep; 2-yr microbial travel study required for seepage pit >20’ deep within 600 feet of 
public water well, per Statewide OWTS Policy Section 9.4.10.3. 
5 For areas tributary to and upstream of water supply intake; setback distance measured from high water mark.  Exceptions 
allowed per Statewide OWTS Policy, as follows:  (a) for replacement OWTS, comply to the maximum extent practicable and 
incorporate supplemental treatment unless director finds no impact or significant threat to water source; (b) for new OWTS on 
pre-existing lot of record (pre-May 13, 2013), comply to maximum extent practicable and incorporate supplemental treatment 
for pathogens per sections 10.8 and 10.10 of Statewide OWTS Policy as detailed in the Malibu OWTS Manual. 
6 Systems that provide supplemental (secondary or tertiary) effluent treatment prior to discharge to the subsurface effluent 
dispersal systems are not required to meet these minimum horizontal setback requirements provided that no parts of the OWTS 
are, at any time, submerged or exposed to direct contact with these surface water bodies. In the case of beachfront 
developments and redevelopments, the OWTS shall, to the maximum extent feasible, be located at the farthest point from the 
Ocean on a parcel to avoid the construction of protective structures such as sea walls and bulkheads. 
7 Where publicly owned storm drainage pipes run across a property rendering it impossible to meet these minimum horizontal 
setback requirements, the effluent dispersal system is allowed to be located within 50 feet of the pipes provided that these pipes 
are positioned vertically higher than the bottom of the effluent dispersal system or the applicant demonstrates that the pipes are 
sealed so that there is no possibility for shallow groundwater to infiltrate the storm drain. 
8 h equals the height of cut or embankment, in feet.  Where a California Certified Engineering Geologist and/or Registered 
Geotechnical Engineer finds and states in writing that the stability of the fill or cut bank will not be compromised by a shorter 
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horizontal separation and that a shorter horizontal separation will not result in sewage effluent daylighting, a shorter horizontal 
setback for the effluent dispersal system can be used per the said geologist’s recommendation. 
9 Setback distance may be reduced in accordance with recommendations provided in a geotechnical report prepared by a civil 
engineer or professional geologist and addressed in the OWTS Design Report and accompanying geotechnical report. 
10 See California Plumbing Code, Section 720.0 
11 For parallel construction; for crossings, approval by the Health Department shall be required. 
 

F. Flood Hazard Areas.  Disposal systems shall be located outside of flood hazard areas. 

Exception: Where suitable sites outside of flood hazard areas are not available, disposal systems 
shall be permitted to be located in flood hazard areas on sites where the effects of inundation 
under conditions of the design flood are minimized. [Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (a); MPC H 1.4] 

G. Location on Property Served.  No onsite wastewater treatment system, or part thereof, shall be 
located in any other property other than the property which is the site of the building or structure 
served by such onsite wastewater treatment system, nor shall any onsite wastewater treatment 
system or part thereof be located at any point having less than the minimum distances indicated 
in Table 15.34.120(E).  

Nothing contained in this Code shall be construed to prohibit the use of all or part of another 
property for an onsite wastewater treatment system or part thereof, where secondary sewage 
effluent treatment, or better, is provided, when proper cause, transfer of ownership, or change 
of boundary not in violation of other requirements has been first established to the satisfaction 
of the Administrative Authority. The instrument recording such action shall constitute an 
agreement with the Administrative Authority which shall clearly state and show that the areas 
so joined or used shall be maintained as a unit during the time they are so used.  Such agreement 
shall be recorded in the office of the County Recorder as part of the conditions of ownership of 
said properties, and shall be binding on all heirs, successors, and assigns to such properties. A 
copy of the instrument recording such proceedings shall be filed with the Administrative 
Authority. [Ref. MPC H 1.5, 1.7] 

H. 100% Reserve Area.  A reserve area with sufficient dispersal capacity for not less than 100 
percent of the design wastewater flow shall be identified and set aside for future repair, 
expansion or replacement of the primary dispersal field.  No division of the lot, grading, erection 
of structures or other site alteration shall be permitted where it impairs the future utility of the 
designated reserve area. Exceptions may be granted by the Administrative Authority. [Ref. LIP 
Ch. 18.7 (B)(K)(I)/18.5/18.4 (B)(I)(C); MPC H 1.5, 1.7] 

15.36.040 OWTS Site Evaluation. 

For all locations where an OWTS is proposed to be installed, site evaluations shall be conducted prior to 
permit approval to verify conformance with applicable soils, groundwater, horizontal setbacks, ground 
slope and other requirements as prescribed in Chapter 15.34 and Chapter 15.36 of the Malibu Municipal 
Code. 

A. OWTS Design Report. The permit application for a new or replacement OWTS installation shall 
include an OWTS Design Report prepared by a qualified professional. The report shall 
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summarize and integrate the results of supporting geotechnical soils analyses and/or percolation 
tests, system design specifications and site limitations and special characteristics, as per the 
technical standards. 

B. Supporting Geology Report. Site evaluation methods shall include soil profiles, borehole and 
test pit logs, slope stability report if applicable, and other exploratory tests, as necessary, to 
verify adequate depth and permeability of soil, soil thickness, and vertical separation between 
dispersal field and groundwater for both primary and reserve dispersal areas. Information in the 
report shall include but not limited to: soil conditions, characteristics and estimated permeability, 
depth of zones of saturation, depth to bedrock, surrounding geographic and topographic features, 
direction of ground contour and % slopes, distance to drainages, water bodies and potential for 
flooding. Soils classification testing shall be conducted in accordance with the technical 
standards contained in this code and guidelines provided in the Malibu OWTS Manual and the 
results expressed in United States Department of Agriculture classification terminology 
including descriptions of both soil texture and soil structure. Soils classification for engineering 
properties shall be conducted by a California Registered Geotechnical Engineer or a California 
Registered Civil Engineer in the environmental/geotechnical field. 

C. Percolation / Infiltration Testing. Percolation tests shall be conducted by a California Registered 
Geologist, a California Registered Geotechnical Engineer, a California Registered Civil 
Engineer, or a California Registered Environmental Health Specialist. Where the Administrative 
Authority has been provided adequate evidence to demonstrate suitable soil conditions and 
groundwater separation, testing requirements may be waived. 

D. Land Division.  For new divisions of land, soil profiles, percolation tests and groundwater 
determinations will be required on every parcel unless the Administrative Authority determines, 
on a case-by-case basis, that such testing is not necessary due to the availability of sufficient 
information to demonstrate conformance with applicable siting criteria for all proposed OWTS 
locations. 

15.36.050 Wastewater Design Flows. 

A. General.  Daily wastewater flow estimates shall be established by the registered OWTS designer for 
use in design, evaluation and monitoring of all OWTS.  Flow rates are used for sizing treatment unit 
capacity and sizing of the dispersal system. 

B. Single Family Residences and Second Units.  Wastewater flows used for design of OWTS treatment 
capacity for single family residences and second units shall be based on the number of bedrooms in 
accordance with criteria in Table 15.36.030(B)-1.   The flow is calculated as 300 gallons per day for 
the first bedroom (master) and 150 gallons per day for each additional bedroom.  The design flows 
for a primary residence and secondary dwelling unit shall be determined independently, regardless 
of whether the flows are treated separately or combined in a single OWTS. [Ref. SC 
P3(1)(D)(1)mod] 

 
Table 15.36.030(B)-1. 

   



  Ordinance No. XXX 
  Page 27 of 72 

  __________________ 
 

Wastewater Design Flows for OWTS Treatment Units Serving 
Single Family Residences and Second Units 

 

No. of Bedrooms Design Flow 
(gal/day) 

1 (Master bedroom) 300 
2 450 
3 600 
4 450 
5 900 
6 1050 
>6 + 150 per bedroom 

  
C. Multiple Dwelling Units.  Wastewater flows used for the design of OWTS for multiple residential 

units shall be based on the number of dwelling units in accordance with criteria in Table 
15.36.030(B)-2.   The flow is calculated as 300 gallons per day for the first bedroom (master) and 
150 gallons per day for each additional bedroom. [Ref. SC P3(1)(D)(2)] 

 
 

Table 15.36.030(B)-2. 
Wastewater Design Flows for OWTS Treatment Units Serving   

Multiple Dwelling Units 
 

No. of Dwelling Units 
(1 bedroom each)* 

Design Flow 
(gal/day) 

2  600 
3 900 
4 1200 
5 1500 
6 1800 
7 2100 
8 2,400 
9 2,700 
10 3,000 
>10 +300 per unit  

     *Extra bedrooms add 150 gallons each. 
 

D. Commercial Uses.  Wastewater flows used for design of OWTS for uses as defined in Malibu 
Municipal Code Section 15.34.050 shall be estimated based on the projected activities, occupancy 
and facilities, using wastewater generation guidelines provided in Table 15.36.030(B)-3.  For 
facilities not listed in Table 15.36.030(B)-3 the wastewater design flow shall be estimated based on 
either: (a) appropriate literature references (e.g., US EPA) for the type of facility proposed; or (b) 
documented wastewater flow monitoring data for a comparable facility.  Additionally, the 
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Administrative Authority may consider adjustment to the criteria listed in Table 15.36.030(B)-3 for 
specific facilities based upon documented wastewater flow monitoring data.  In all cases, the design 
proposal shall include sufficient technical information to support the proposed design flow estimate.  
Notwithstanding the above, minimum design flow for any OWTS shall not be less than 150 gpd. 
[Ref. SC w/Table H 2.1(1)] 

 
 

Table 15.36.030(B)-3. 
Estimated Sewage/Waste Flow Rates 

 

Type of Occupancy Design Flow 
(gallons per day) 

Airports 
- Per employee 
- Per passenger 

 
15  
5 

Auto washers Per equipment mfg. 
Bowling alleys, snack bar only (per lane) 75  
Camps (per person) 

- With central comfort station 
- With flush toilets, no showers 
- Day camps, no meals served 
- Summer and seasonal 

 
35 
25 
15 
50 

Churches, sanctuary, religious halls (per seat)  
- without kitchen 
- with kitchen waste 

 
5 
7  

Dance halls (per person)  5 
Day care  (per patron, employee) 15 
Factories and industrial buildings (per employee) 

- no showers 
- with showers 
- cafeteria, add 

 
25 
35 
5 

Hospitals  
- per bed 
- kitchen waste only (per bed) 
- laundry waste only (per bed) 

 
250 
35 
5 

Hotels, no kitchen waste (per bed x 2)  60 
Institutions (per person) 

- resident 
- nursing home 
- rest home 

 
75 
125 
125 

Laundries, self-service 
- minimum 10 hours per day (per wash cycle) 
- commercial 

 
50 
Per manufacturer 
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Table 15.36.030(B)-3. 
Estimated Sewage/Waste Flow Rates 

 

Type of Occupancy Design Flow 
(gallons per day) 

Motel (per bed space)  
- no kitchen  
- with kitchen 

 
50 
60 

Offices (per employee) 20 

Parks  
- mobile homes (per space)  
- picnic parks, toilets only (per parking space) 
- Recreational vehicles (per space) 

• without water hook-up 
• with water and sewer hook-up 

 
250 
20 
 

75 
100 

Restaurants – cafeterias 
- per seat 
- per employee 
- toilet (per customer) 
- kitchen waste (per meal 
- add for cocktail lounge (per customer) 
- kitchen waste – disposable service (per meal)  

 
50* 
20 
7 
6 
2 
2 

Schools  
- staff and office (per person) 
- elementary students (per student) 
- intermediate and high (per student) 

• with gym and showers, 
• with cafeteria, add 

- boarding, total waste (per person) 

 
20 
15 
20 
5 
3 

100 
Service station, toilets  

- for 1st bay  
- add for each additional bay 

3 
1000 
500 

Stores  
- per employee 
- public restrooms, add per 10 ft2 of floor space 

 
20 
1 

Swimming pools, public (per person) 10 
Theaters 

- auditoriums (per seat) 
- drive-in (per space) 

 
5 
10 

*Number of seats shall be determined based on 15 square feet per seat in service area 
 

E. Flow Equalization.  Flow equalization is the process of controlling the rate of wastewater flow 
through an OWTS by providing surge capacity storage and timed-dosing of the incoming flow.  It  
allows peak surges in wastewater flow (e.g., from a weekend event) to be temporarily stored and 

   



  Ordinance No. XXX 
  Page 30 of 72 

  __________________ 
 

metered into the treatment system and/or dispersal field at a relatively even (“average”) rate over an 
extended number of days (e.g., during the subsequent week).   

[Ref. SC P3(1)(D)(3)] 

15.36.060 Alternative Design.   

Special design measures will be required for high strength wastewater and other instances where it is 
determined by the Administrative Authority that the quantity and/or quality of wastewater poses unusual 
treatment or disposal challenges not addressed by conventional or advanced treatment methods.  These 
systems shall be subject to review and approval by the Administrative Authority on a case-by-case basis.  
Examples include, but are not limited to: 

A. Installations where appreciable amounts of industrial or indigestible wastes are produced;  

B. Occupancies producing abnormal quantities of sewage or liquid waste; 

C. Where grease interceptors are required by the California Plumbing Code; or 

D. As required by the Regional Water Quality Control Board.   

[Ref. MPC H 1.2] 

15.36.070 Septic Tank Requirements. 

A. General.  New and replacement OWTS septic tanks shall be limited to those approved by the 
IAPMO or designed by a California registered civil engineer to meet structural design standards 
acceptable to the Building Official, and their installation shall be according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

B. Capacity.  The liquid capacity of all septic tanks shall conform to Table 15.36.050 as determined by 
(a) the number of bedrooms or dwelling units and (b) the number of plumbing fixture units, 
whichever is greater.  The minimum total capacity of a septic tank shall be at least 1500 gallons. 

 
Table 15.36.050.  Septic Tank Capacity 

 
Single Family 
Dwellings/Second 
Dwelling units 
# of Bedrooms 

Multiple Dwelling 
Units 
(1 bedroom each) 

 
Maximum Drainage 
Fixture Units  

Minimum Septic Tank 
Capacity4  
(gallons) 

1 or 61 2-3 units 33 1,500 
- 4 45 2,000 
- 5 55 2,225 
- 6 60 2,500 
- 7 70 2,750 
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- 8 80 3,000 
- 9 90 3,250 
- 102 1003 3,500 

Notes: 
1 Additional bedrooms, 150 gallons each 
2 Additional dwelling units, 250 gallons each 
3 Additional fixture units over 100, 25 gallons per fixture unit 
4 Septic tank sizes in this table include sludge storage capacity and the connection of domestic food waste disposal units 
without further volume increase.   
 

C. Plans.  Plans for septic tanks shall be submitted to the Building Official for approval. Such plans 
shall show dimensions, reinforcing, structural calculations, and such other pertinent data as required. 

D. Design.  Septic tank design shall be such as to produce a clarified effluent consistent with accepted 
standards and shall provide adequate space for sludge and scum accumulations. [Ref. MPC H 5.2] 

E. Compartments.  Septic tanks shall have not less than two compartments unless otherwise approved 
by the Administrative Authority.  The inlet compartment of any septic tank shall be not less than 
two-thirds of the total capacity of the tank, nor less than 1000 gallons liquid capacity. The secondary 
compartment of a septic tank shall have a capacity of not less than 500 gallons and a capacity not 
exceeding one-third of the total capacity of such tank. [Ref. MPC H 5.4] 

F. Access Manholes.  Access to each septic tank shall be provided by at least two (2) manholes twenty-
four (24) inches (610  mm) in minimum diameter.  One (1) access manhole shall be located over the 
inlet and one (1) access manhole shall be located over the outlet. Wherever a first compartment 
exceeds twelve (12) feet (3658 mm) in length, an additional manhole shall be provided over the 
baffle wall. Septic tanks shall have the required manholes accessible by extending the manhole 
openings to grade in a manner acceptable to the Administrative Authority. [Ref. H 5.5] 

G. Pipe Opening Sizes.  The inlet and outlet pipe openings shall not be larger in size than the connecting 
sewer pipe. The vertical leg of round inlet and outlet fittings shall not be less in size than the 
connecting sewer pipe nor less than 4 inches (102 mm). A baffle-type fitting shall have the 
equivalent cross-sectional area of the connecting sewer pipe and not less than a 4 inch (102 mm) 
horizontal dimension where measured at the inlet and outlet pipe inverts. [Ref. MPC H 5.6] 

H. Pipe Extension.  The inlet and outlet pipe or baffle shall extend 4 inches (102 mm) above and not 
less than 12 inches (305 mm) below the water surface. The invert of the inlet pipe shall be at a level 
not less than 2 inches (51 mm) above the invert of the outlet pipe. [Ref. MPC H 5.7] 

I. Free Vent Area.  Inlet and outlet pipe fittings or baffles and compartment partitions shall have a free 
vent area equal to the required cross-sectional area of the house sewer or private sewer discharging 
therein to provide free ventilation above the water surface from the disposal field or seepage pit 
through the septic tank, house sewer, and stack, or other approved vent, to the outer air. [Ref. MPC 
H 5.8] 
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J. Sidewalls.  The sidewalls shall extend not less than 9 inches (229 mm) above the liquid depth. The 
cover of the septic tank shall be not less than 2 inches (51 mm) above the back vent openings. [Ref. 
MPC H 5.9] 

K. Partitions and Baffles.  Partitions or baffles between compartments shall be of solid, durable material 
and shall extend not less than 4 inches (102 mm) above the liquid level. The transfer port between 
compartments shall be a minimum size equivalent to the tank inlet, but in no case less than 4 inches 
(102 mm) in size, shall be installed in the inlet compartment side of the baffle so that the entry into 
the port is placed 65 percent to 75 percent in the depth of the liquid. Wooden baffles are prohibited. 
[Ref. MPC H 5.10] 

L. Effluent Filter.  New and replacement OWTS septic tanks shall be designed to prevent solids in 
excess of three-sixteenths (3/16) of an inch in diameter from passing to the dispersal system.  Septic 
tanks that use a NSF/ANSI Standard 46 certified septic tank effluent filter at the final point of 
effluent discharge from the OWTS and prior to the dispersal system shall be deemed in compliance 
with this requirement. [Ref. SC P3(2)(C)(6)mod] 

M. Structural Design.  Septic tanks shall be constructed of solid durable materials not subject to 
excessive corrosion or decay and shall be watertight.  The structural design of septic tanks shall 
comply with the following requirements: 

1. Each such tank shall be structurally designed to withstand all anticipated earth or other loads. 
Septic tank covers shall be capable of supporting an earth load of not less than 500 pounds 
per square foot (lb/ft2) (2441 kg/m2) where the maximum coverage does not exceed 3 feet 
(914 mm). 

2. In flood hazard areas, and in areas where the groundwater elevation is above the tank bottom, 
tanks shall be anchored to counter buoyant forces. The vent termination and service manhole 
of the tank shall be not less than 2 feet (610 mm) above the design flood elevation or fitted 
with covers designed to prevent the inflow of floodwater or the outflow of the contents of 
the tanks during conditions of the design flood. 

3.  Traffic Rated Tanks.  Septic tanks must be structurally designed to withstand all anticipated 
earth or other loads. 

[Ref. CPC H 5.11] 

N. Materials.  The materials used for constructing a septic tank shall be in accordance with the 
following: 

1. Materials used in constructing a concrete septic tank shall be in accordance with applicable 
standards in the California Plumbing Code, Table 1401.1. 

2. Septic tanks constructed of alternate materials shall be permitted to be approved by the 
Building Official where in accordance with approved applicable standards. Wooden septic 
tanks shall be prohibited. 
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[Ref. MPC H 5.13] 

O. Prefabricated Septic Tanks.  Prefabricated septic tanks shall comply with the following 
requirements: 

1. Manufactured or prefabricated septic tanks shall comply with approved applicable standards 
and be approved by the Building Official. 

2. Independent laboratory tests and engineering calculations certifying the tank capacity and 
structural stability shall be provided as required by the Building Official. 

[Ref. MPC H 5.14] 

P. Water-tightness Testing Requirements.  All new septic tank installations and modifications to 
existing septic tanks shall undergo water-tightness testing as follows: 

1. New Tanks.  For new tank installations, the testing shall be done with the access risers in 
place and the inlet and outlet pipes plugged.  The tank shall be filled with water to a level 
extending a minimum of two (2) inches into the risers, and monitored for a 1-hour period, 
with no measurable drop in the water level. 

2. Existing Tanks.  For existing tanks, the tank shall be filled with water to a level even with 
the invert of the outlet pipe, and monitored for a 1-hour period, with no measurable drop in 
water level.  However, in cases where there the groundwater level is known or estimated to 
rise above the level of the outlet pipe during any time of the year, the water-tightness test 
shall be conducted following the procedure for new tank  installations; i.e., by filling the 
tank with water into the risers. 

[Ref. MPC H 10.2] 

15.36.080 Commercial or Industrial Special Liquid Waste Disposal. 

A. Interceptor.  Where liquid wastes contain excessive amounts of grease, garbage, flammable wastes, 
sand, or other ingredients that affect the operation of a OWTS, an interceptor for such wastes shall 
be installed and/or as designed by the OWTS designer 

B. Installation.  Installation of such interceptors shall comply with applicable section of the California 
Plumbing Code, and their locations shall be in accordance with siting requirements for septic tanks 
contained in this code.  The Administrative Authority may require and approve additional more 
restrictive standards. 

C. Sampling Box.  A sampling box shall be installed when required by the Building Official. 

D. Design and Structural Requirement.  Interceptors shall be of approved design and be of not less than 
two (2) compartments unless otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.  Structural 
requirements shall be in compliance with the applicable requirements for septic tanks, per Section 
15.36.070. 

   



  Ordinance No. XXX 
  Page 34 of 72 

  __________________ 
 

E. Location.  Interceptors shall be located as close to the source as possible and be accessible for 
servicing. Necessary manholes for servicing shall be at grade level and be gastight. 

F. Waste Discharge.  Waste discharge from interceptors may be connected to a septic tank or other 
OWTS component or be disposed into an approved separate disposal system. 

G. Sizing and Design Criteria.  Based on wastewater flow rates from Table 15.36.030 (B) 3 of this 
Code and applicable sections of the California Plumbing Code. 

[Ref. MPC H 9] 

15.36.090 Supplemental Treatment. 

A. General. 

1. “Supplemental (advanced) treatment OWTS” means any onsite wastewater treatment system 
or system component providing enhanced treatment, over that which would be provided by 
a conventional system, producing an effluent quality that meets a predetermined design 
requirement as proposed by the OWTS designer prior to discharge into the dispersal field. 

2. Supplemental treatment to provide secondary (or better) effluent quality may be provided 
by (1) site-specific application of sanitary engineering principles/methods (e.g. intermittent 
sand, aerobic bioreactors with clarifiers) and/or (2) proprietary treatment units. 

3. Propriety treatment units cover a category of manufactured or “package” systems 
specifically developed for residential and other small-scale sewage treatment applications.   
Most proprietary designs currently available fall into two general categories:  (1) aerobic 
treatment units (ATUs); (2) media filters; and (3) fixed-film activated sludge units. 

4. Disinfection units are an example of a supplemental treatment component, but only have 
applicability with secondary (or better) effluent quality produced by a supplemental 
treatment unit per (2) above. 

5. Effluent from supplemental treatment units may be discharged to an approved type of 
dispersal system, including conventional and pressure distribution trenches or beds, chamber 
systems, subsurface drip dispersal fields, seepage pits, or combinations thereof. 

6.  Supplemental Treatment may be required as part of an advanced protection management 
program in conformance with Statewide OWTS Policy Section 10.9 and 10.10. 

B. Design Requirements. [Ref. SC P5(PR)(1)(A)] 

1. General.  The OWTS designer and OWTS installer shall follow the proprietary 
manufacturer’s design, installation, construction, and operations procedures, as applicable.  
All supplemental treatment systems shall be operated in compliance with applicable design 
requirements particular to the type of system, the facility served, and the site conditions in 
compliance with the manufacturer requirements. 
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2. Tanks and Components.   

a. All tanks shall be structurally sound, watertight, operate in such a manner as to not 
create odors or vector attraction, be properly vented, and have a functional baffle(s). 

b. All components of the system shall be functional, in good working order, and shall meet 
the design requirements for the specific site conditions and application for which they 
are approved. 

c. Proprietary treatment units and components shall be structurally sound, free from 
defects, be watertight, and not create odor or vector attraction nuisance.  The unit shall 
be operated in accordance with the approved manufacturer and certification/listing 
organization standards. 

C. Sizing and Design Criteria. 

1. Design Wastewater Flow.  Sizing and design of supplemental treatment units shall be based 
on the projected wastewater flow for the building or facility being served, determined in 
accordance with wastewater flow requirements contained in this code. 

2. Tanks.  Sizing and design of tanks shall be in accordance with the structural and volumetric 
capacity requirements of this code.  All tanks housing a proprietary treatment unit shall be 
structurally sound, water-tight and capable of withstanding anticipated loads and buoyant 
forces, as applicable. 

3. Controls.  Control panels shall be designed and configured in such a manner that, in the event 
of a treatment unit malfunction, an alarm system will be triggered and discharge from the 
treatment system to the dispersal field will be interrupted until the treatment unit malfunction 
is rectified.  At a minimum, the alarm system shall include an audible and visual alarm at 
building served by the system. 

4. Emergency Storage Provisions.  Where a supplemental treatment unit is used in conjunction 
with a non-gravity fed dispersal system, the system shall provide emergency storage capacity 
equal to at least the daily wastewater flow (in gallons) or provide an audible and visible 
alarm with a telemetry connection to the Registered Maintenance Provider.. 

5. Compliance with Manufacturer Requirements.  The design shall follow the proprietary 
manufacturer’s design, installation, construction, and operations procedures, as applicable. 

15.36.100 Conventional Disposal Fields (Leaching Trenches and Beds). 

A. General.  The construction dimensions of the subsurface sewage effluent disposal area of an onsite 
wastewater treatment system shall be based on soils analysis and/or percolation tests. Soils analysis 
shall be conducted by a licensed soils engineer and the results expressed in United States Department 
of Agriculture classification terminology. Percolation tests shall be conducted by a licensed 
geologist, a licensed soils engineer, a licensed civil engineer, or a California Registered 
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Environmental Health Specialist.  Specific methodologies for these tests are provided in the Malibu 
OWTS Manual and design criteria listed below. 

B. Sizing and Design Criteria. 

1. Minimum Effective Absorption Area.  The minimum effective absorption area required shall 
be sufficient for absorption of the daily quantity of liquid waste discharging into the dispersal 
system, determined by either (1) the required septic tank capacity in gallons (liters), and/or 
(2) the estimated daily waste/sewage flow, whichever is greater. 

2. Absorption Capacity.  The absorption capacity of disposal trenches and beds shall be based 
on the effective absorption area (per Effective Absorption section  below) and the 
percolation characteristics of the underlying and surrounding soil, as determined from results 
of field percolation testing and design criteria.  Present and future dispersal areas must be 
tested. 

3. Effective Absorption Area.  The effective absorption area of a disposal trench shall normally 
be calculated as the bottom width.  Sidewall area in excess of the required 12 inches (305 
mm) and not exceeding 36 inches (914 mm) below the leach line shall be permitted to be 
added to the trench bottom area where computing absorption areas. 

4. Leaching Beds.  Where leaching beds are permitted in lieu of trenches, the area of each such 
bed shall be not less than 50 percent greater than the requirements for trenches. Perimeter 
sidewall area in excess of the required 12 inches (305 mm) and not exceeding 36 inches (914 
mm) below the leach line shall be permitted to be added to the trench bottom area where 
computing absorption areas. 

5. Leaching Chambers.  Leaching chambers shall be sized on the bottom absorption area 
(nominal until width) in square feet. 

C. Construction.  Disposal fields shall be constructed in accordance with Table 15.36.070. Disposal 
fields shall not be installed in uncompacted fill. 

 
Table 15.36.070. 

General Disposal Field Requirements 
 

Item Minimum Maximum 
Number of drain lines per field 
Length of each line 
Bottom width of trench 
Spacing of lines, center-to-center 
Depth of earth cover of lines 
Grade of lines 
Filter material under drain lines 
Filter material over drain lines 

1 
- 
18 inches 
6 feet 
12 inches 
Level 
121 inches 
2 inches 

- 
100 feet 
36 inches 
- 
- 
3 inches per 
100 feet 
- 
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D. Distribution Lines.  Distribution lines shall be constructed of perforated ABS pipe, perforated PVC 
pipe, or other materials approved by the Administrative Authority, provided that sufficient openings 
are available for distribution of the effluent into the trench area.  

E. Grade Board.  A grade board staked in the trench to the depth of filter material shall be utilized 
when the distribution line is constructed of material which will not maintain alignment without 
continuous support. 

F. Distribution Boxes.  Where two or more drain lines are installed, an approved distribution box of 
sufficient size to receive lateral lines shall be installed at the head of each disposal field. The inverts 
of outlets shall be level, and the invert of the inlet shall be not less than 1 inch (25.4 mm) above the 
outlets. Distribution boxes shall be designed to ensure equal flow and shall be installed on a level 
concrete slab in natural or compacted soil. 

G. Laterals.  Laterals from a distribution box to the disposal field shall be approved pipe with watertight 
joints. Multiple disposal field laterals, where practicable, shall be of uniform length. 

H. Connections.  Connections between a septic tank and a distribution box shall be laid with approved 
pipe with watertight joints on natural ground or compacted fill. 

I. Spacing.   

1. Minimum spacing between trenches or leaching beds shall be not less than 4 feet (1,219 mm) 
plus 2  feet (610 mm) for each additional foot (305 mm) of depth in excess of 1 foot (305 
mm) below the bottom of the drain line. 

2. Distribution drain lines in leaching beds shall be not more than 6 feet (1829 mm) apart on 
centers, and no part of the perimeter of the leaching bed shall exceed 3 feet (914 mm) from 
a distribution drain line. 

3. When seepage pits are used in combination with disposal fields, the filter material in the 
trenches shall terminate at least five (5) feet (1524 mm) from the seepage pit excavation. 

J. Surface Covering.  Disposal fields, trenches, and leaching beds shall not be paved over or covered 
by concrete or a material that is capable of reducing or inhibiting a possible evaporation of sewer 
effluent. Exceptions may be approved by the Administrative Authority for site with sand soil type 
and alternate ventilation design.  

K. Joints.  Where necessary on sloping ground to prevent excessive line slope, leach lines or leach beds 
shall be stepped. The lines between each horizontal section shall be made with watertight joints and 
shall be designed so each horizontal leaching trench or bed shall be utilized  to the maximum 
capacity before the effluent shall pass to the next lower leach line or bed. The lines between each 
horizontal leaching section shall be made with approved water-tight joints and installed on natural 
or unfilled ground.  
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L. Dosing Tanks.  Where approved by the Administrative Authority, dosing tanks used in conjunction 
with an OWTS may be used.  Automatic syphon or dosing tanks shall be installed when required or 
as permitted by the Administrative Authority.  

[Ref. MPC 3.1, H 6] 

15.36.110 Seepage Pit Requirements. 

A. General.  The construction dimensions of the subsurface sewage effluent disposal area of an onsite 
wastewater treatment system utilizing seepage pits shall be based on soils analysis and percolation 
tests. Soils analysis shall be conducted by a licensed soils engineer and the results expressed in 
United States Department of Agriculture classification terminology. Percolation tests shall be 
conducted by a licensed geologist, a licensed soils engineer, a licensed civil engineer, or a California 
Registered Environmental Health Specialist.  Specific methodologies for these tests are provided in 
the Malibu OWTS Manual and design criteria listed below. 

B. Sizing and Design Criteria. 

1. Effective Absorption Area.  The effective absorption area of any seepage pit shall be 
calculated as the excavation sidewall area in square feet (ft2) below the inlet, excluding 
impermeable soil zones where identified during field exploration. 

2. Absorption Capacity. The absorption capacity of seepage pits shall be based on the effective 
absorption area per Effective Absorption Area requirements and the percolation 
characteristics of the surrounding soil, as determined from results of field percolation testing 
and design criteria. Present and future dispersal areas must be tested. 

3. Minimum Effective Absorption Area.  The minimum effective absorption area required shall 
be sufficient for absorption of the daily quantity of liquid waste discharging into the dispersal 
system, based on either (1) the required septic tank capacity in gallons (liters), and/or (2) the 
estimated daily waste/sewage flow, whichever is greater. 

4. Multiple Pits and Disposal Combinations.  The minimum required absorption area may be 
provided in one or more seepage pits or in combination with other dispersal methods, e.g., 
trenches, beds or subsurface drip dispersal.  

C. Multiple Installations.  Multiple seepage pit installations shall be served through an approved 
distribution box. Distribution boxes shall have their locations permanently marked with a steel post, 
concrete marker or other durable material. Additionally, each distribution box shall have an 
inspection riser of white PVC or concrete of at least eight (8) inches in diameter. The inspection 
riser shall allow inspection access to the distribution box. Each riser shall terminate with an 
approved screw type cap. 

D. Construction.  Each seepage pit shall be circular in shape and shall have an excavated diameter of 
not less than four (4) feet (1,219 mm). Approval shall be obtained prior to construction for any pit 
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having an excavated diameter greater than six (6) feet (1,829 mm).  Seepage pits shall not be 
installed in uncompacted fill. 

E. Spacing. 

1. Minimum horizontal spacing between seepage pits shall be 12 feet, measured from sidewall 
to sidewall. 

2. When seepage pits are used in combination with disposal fields, the filter material in the 
trenches shall terminate at least five (5) feet (1524 mm) from the seepage pit excavation.  

F. Lining.  Seepage pits may be constructed in one of two ways, as follows: 

1. An eight (8) inch (204 mm) white, or other similar approved color, sewer pipe of approved  
material  shall  be  installed  true  and  plumb  in  the  center  of the  seepage  pit excavation 
extending from the bottom of the seepage pit excavation to the inlet depth.  The sewer pipe 
shall have one (1) inch (25.5 mm) holes drill each 120 degrees of the sewer pipe 
circumference at twelve (12) inch (306 mm) intervals on center minimum for the entire 
length of the sewer pipe to the inlet depth.  The sewer pipe shall then extend watertight to 
grade and shall be capped with an approved screw type, accessible cap.  The void between 
the sewer pipe and the seepage pit excavation shall then be filled with clean stone, gravel, 
or similar filter material acceptable to the Building Official, varying in size from the three- 
fourths (3/4) inch to two and one-half (2-1/2) inches (19.1 mm to 64 mm). 

2. Pre-cast concrete circular sections approved by the Building Official may be used. The void 
between the pre-cast circular sections and the seepage pit excavation shall have a minimum 
of six (6) inches (152 mm) of clean three-fourths (3/4) inch (19.1 mm) gravel or rock filter 
material. An approved type one or two piece reinforced concrete slab cover shall be installed 
on top of the pre-cast concrete circular sections. Each such cover shall have twenty- five 
hundred (2,500) pounds per square inch (17,238 kPa) minimum compressive strength shall 
be not less than five (5) inches (127 mm) thick and shall be designed to support an earth load 
of not less than four hundred (400) pounds per square foot (19.2 kPa). Each such cover shall 
be provided with an eight (8) inch (204 mm) minimum inspection hole and shall be coated 
on the underside with an approved bituminous or other nonpermeable protective compound. 
An eight (8) inch (204 mm) white, or similar approved color, sewer pipe of approved 
material shall be installed true and plumb extending watertight from the cover inspection 
hole to grade and shall be capped with an approved accessible cap. 

G. Sidewall.  A seepage pit shall have a minimum side- wall of 10 feet (3048 mm) below the inlet. 

H. Cover. The cover/cap of a seepage pit shall be constructed and located as follows: 

1. Approved-type one or two-piece reinforced concrete slabs of not less than 2,500 lb/in2 
(1,757,674 kg/m2) minimum compressive strength, not less than 5 inches (127 mm) thick, 
and designed to support an earth load of not less than 400 pounds per square foot (lb/ft2) 
(1,953 kg/m2). Each such cover shall be provided with a 9 inch (229 mm) minimum 
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inspection hole with plug or cover and shall be coated on the underside with an approved 
bituminous or other nonpermeable protective compound. 

2.   Cap depth of the seepage pit (distance from the surface of the ground to the top of the 
effective portion of the seepage pit) shall be specified by the Engineering Geologist and 
incorporated as part of the OWTS design. 

I. Inlet Fitting.  An approved vented inlet fitting shall be provided in the seepage pit so arranged as to 
prevent the inflow from damaging the sidewall.  

Exception: Where using a one- or two-piece concrete slab cover inlet, fitting shall be permitted to 
be a one-fourth bend fitting discharging through an opening in the top of the slab cover.  On multiple 
seepage pit installations, the outlet fittings shall comply with Section H-2 above. 

[Ref. MPC 3.1, H 7] 

15.36.120 Pressure Dosed Leaching Beds and Trenches. 

A. General.  Pressure distribution systems are a variation of a conventional disposal field system that 
use a pump and small-diameter pressure piping to achieve broad, uniform distribution of wastewater 
throughout the dispersal field for improved soil absorption and better treatment of percolating 
effluent.  Pressure distribution can be used in conjunction with rock-filled trenches or leaching 
chamber dispersal fields, receiving either septic tank effluent or secondary/tertiary effluent from a 
supplemental treatment unit.  Pressure distribution is not used with seepage pits. Specific 
methodologies for siting and design of these systems are provided in the Malibu OWTS Manual and 
design criteria listed below. 

B. Applications.  Pressure distribution may be incorporated in any leaching trench/bed disposal field, 
and is required for the following situations: 

1. Areas with ground slopes between 30% - 45%, in conjunction with supplemental treatment; 

2. Areas with percolation rates of less than 5 mpi or greater than 60 mpi, in conjunction with 
supplemental treatment; 

3. Beachfront properties; 

4. To allow reduction of minimum vertical separation to groundwater (below trench bottom) 
from 5 feet to 3 feet or 2 feet for beachfront properties, in conjunction with supplemental 
treatment; 

5. For large flow systems, e.g., with dispersal field lengths exceeding 500 lineal feet;  

6. Disposal fields with non-uniform lateral lengths or irregular (non-rectangular) shapes; and 

7. Situations as may be determined necessary due to site-specific soil, geology or other 
conditions. 
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C. Siting Criteria. 

1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for pressure distribution trench systems shall be 
those applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in sections of this code. 

2. Vertical Separation Requirements. 

a. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater for pressure 
distribution trench systems, as measured from trench bottom, shall be three (3) feet. 

b. Soil Depth.  Minimum depth of soil, as measured from trench bottom to impermeable 
soil or rock, for pressure distribution trench systems shall be three (3) feet. 

3. Percolation Rate. Average percolation rate for pressure distribution trench systems shall be 
within the range of 1 mpi to 120 mpi, as determined in accordance with standard percolation 
requirements for conventional dispersal trenches. 

4. Ground Slope.  Maximum ground slope in areas used for pressure distribution systems shall 
be 45 percent.  An evaluation of the disposal area shall be included in a slope stability report.  

D. Sizing and Design Criteria. 

1. Wastewater treatment. Pressure distribution trench systems may be used for dispersal 
effluent that has received either: (1) primary treatment through an appropriately sized septic 
tank(s); or (2) supplemental treatment (secondary or better), using an approved advanced 
treatment system per applicable requirements in this code. 

2. Sizing. Pressure distribution trench systems shall be sized by percolation rates in the same 
manner as conventional dispersal trenches, according to requirements in this code and the 
Malibu OWTS Manual. 

3. Pressure Dosing. Septic tank effluent shall be applied to the pressure distribution trench 
system by pressure dosing, utilizing a pump system or automatic dosing siphon.  The 
pressure distribution system shall be designed in accordance with accepted engineering 
practices to achieve, at a minimum: 

a. Uniform dosing of wastewater effluent throughout the system of pressure distribution 
trenches;  

b. Adequate flow rate, screening of effluent and suitable piping network to preclude solids 
accumulation in the pipes or clogging of discharge orifices; 

c. Suitable access provisions for inspection, testing and adjustment of the pressure 
distribution system; and 

d. Dosing volume to achieve minimum of 3 to 5 doses per day at design flow conditions. 
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4. Pump System or Dosing Siphon.   The pump system or dosing siphon, as applicable, shall 
be: (a) appropriate for sewage applications; (b) of the size and type to meet hydraulic design 
requirements consistent with engineering practice; and (c) designed and constructed in 
accordance with pump system/dosing siphon requirements provided in the Malibu OWTS 
Manual. 

E. Construction and Materials. 

1. Dispersal Trenches.  Pressure distribution trenches shall conform to the same design and 
construction requirements as conventional trench requirements contained in this code, with 
the exception that the piping system shall consist of pressure piping rather than gravity 
piping and non-uniform lateral lengths and non-uniform disposal field dimensions shall be 
permitted. 

2. Pressure Distribution Piping.   

a. Pressure-Rated Pipe Material.  All pipe, fittings and valves shall be pressure-rated PVC 
pipe, minimum 150 psi. 

b. Solvent Welded.  All joints in the pressure piping system shall be solvent welded. 

c. Pipe Sizing. All pressure distribution pipes and fittings, including transport lines, 
manifolds, laterals and valves, must be adequately sized for the design flow, and shall 
be designed to minimize frictional losses to the maximum extent practicable. 

d. Thrust Blocks.  Concrete thrust blocks, or equivalent restraint, shall be provided at sharp 
changes in piping directions. 

e. Shut-off Valves.  The distribution lateral for each trench shall be fitted with a shut-off 
valve to adjust or terminate the flow to individual trenches.  This valve may be either a 
ball or gate valve, and shall be located in a utility/valve box. 

f. Lateral End Riser.  The end of each lateral shall be fitted with a 90o long sweep to 
facilitate line cleaning and hydraulic testing.  The end riser pipe shall also be fitted with 
a ball valve and/or threaded end cap or plug, housed in a valve box. 

[Ref. SC P4(PD)] 

15.36.130 Subsurface Drip Dispersal. 

A. General.   

Subsurface drip dispersal is a method for disposal of treated wastewater that uses special drip 
tubing designed for use with wastewater.  The dripline is placed normally 9 to 12 inches below 
ground surface and makes use of the most biologically active soil zone for distribution, nutrient 
uptake and evapotranspiration of the wastewater.  A drip dispersal system is comprised of 
small-diameter (½” to 1”) laterals (“driplines”), usually spaced about 24 inches apart, with 
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small-diameter emitters (1/8”) located at 12 to 24 inches on-center along the dripline.  Effluent 
is conveyed under pressure to the laterals, normally with timed doses.  Prior to dispersal the 
effluent requires supplemental treatment. 

B. Applications. 

Subsurface drip dispersal may be incorporated into the OWTS design for the following 
situations: 

1. Areas with ground slopes between 30% - 45%.   

2. Areas with percolation rates of less than 5 mpi or greater than 60 mpi; 

3. To allow reduction of minimum vertical separation to groundwater (below trench bottom) 
from 5 feet to 3 feet; 

4. To allow reduction of horizontal setbacks as approved by the Administrative Authority; and 

5. Situations as may be determined necessary due to site-specific soil, geology or other 
conditions with approval from the Administrative Authority. 

C. Siting Criteria. 

1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for drip dispersal systems shall be those 
applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in this code or as otherwise approved 
by the Administrative Authority. 

2. Vertical Separation Requirements. 

a. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater for drip dispersal 
systems, as measured from the dripline, shall be two (2) feet. 

b. Soil Depth.  Minimum depth of soil, as measured from bottom of dripline to 
impermeable soil or rock, for drip dispersal systems shall be five (5) feet, unless 
otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority. 

3. Ground Slope.  Maximum ground slope in areas used for drip dispersal systems shall be 45 
percent.  .  An evaluation of the disposal area shall be included in a slope stability report.  

D. Sizing and Design Criteria. 

1. Wastewater Treatment. 

a. Wastewater effluent discharged to any drip dispersal system shall be treated to at least 
a secondary level through an approved supplemental treatment system, in accordance 
with applicable sections of this code. 
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b. All drip dispersal systems shall include a filtering device capable of filtering particles 
larger than 100 microns; this device shall be located downstream of the supplemental 
treatment system. 

c. Additional requirements may be assigned in connection with criteria for use in 
Advanced Protection Management Areas. 

2. Dripfield Sizing.   

a. Wastewater Design Flow.  Drip dispersal systems shall be designed to accept the design 
wastewater flow for the building or facility being served, determined in accordance with 
wastewater flow requirements contained in applicable sections of this code (15.36.050). 

b. Wastewater Application Rates.  Wastewater application rates used for sizing drip 
dispersal fields shall be based on either (1) soil percolation rate determined in 
accordance with methods described in the Malibu OWTS Manual or (2) soil 
classification with hydraulic loading rates found in the 2002 USEPA Manual as 
depicted in Table 15.36.100.  In applying these criteria, the wastewater application area 
refers to the ground surface area encompassed by the drip dispersal field. 

c. Dripfield Area. Minimum sizing of the dripfield area shall be equal to the design 
wastewater flow divided by the applicable wastewater application rate from the section 
above. 

d. Drip Emitter Coverage.  For sizing purposes, effective ground surface area used for drip 
field sizing calculations shall be limited to no more than 4.0 square feet per drip emitter.  
For example, 200 lineal feet of dripline with emitters at 2-foot spacing would provide a 
total of 100 emitters (200/2) and could be used for dispersal to an effective area of up 
to 400 ft2 (100 emitters x 4 ft2/emitter). Conversely, if wastewater flow and 
percolation/soils design information indicate the need for an effective area of 1,000 ft2, 
the dripline design and layout would have to be configured to provide a minimum of 
250 emitters spaced over the required 1,000 ft2 of dispersal area. 

e. Dripfield Zones. Dripfields may be divided into multiple zones which may be located 
in different areas of a site, as desired or needed to provide the required dripfield size.  
A single continuous dripfield area is not required. However, any areas proposed for drip 
dispersal shall be supported by field observations and measurements to verify 
conformance with soil suitability and other site requirements. Differences in soil 
conditions and percolation characteristics from one zone to another may require the use 
of correspondingly different wastewater application rates and dripfield sizing for each 
zone. 
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Table 15.36.100. 

Wastewater Application Rates for Subsurface Drip Dispersal Fields 
(Adapted from 2002 USEPA Manual Table 4.3) 

 
Soil Texture Structure Application Rate (gpd/sf) 

Gravelly coarse sand & coarser Loose or cemented 0.0 
Clay, sandy or silty clay silt 
loam 

Weak or massive  
Massive 

0.0  
0.0 

Sandy clay loam, clay loam or 
silty clay loam 

Massive 0.0 

Sandy clay, clay or silty clay Moderate to strong 0.2 
Sandy clay loam, clay loam or 
silty clay loam 

Weak 0.2 

Sandy clay loam, clay loam or 
silty clay loam 

Moderate to strong 0.4 

Sandy loam, loam or silt loam Weak 0.4 
Sandy loam, loam or silt loam Moderate to strong 0.6 
Fine, very fine, loamy fine and 
very loamy fine sand 

Not Applicable 0.8 

Coarse, single grain sand Not Applicable 1.2 
 
 

3. Pressure Dosing.  Secondary-treated effluent shall be delivered to the dripfield by pressure, 
employing a pump system and timed dosing.  The pressure distribution system shall be 
designed in accordance with accepted engineering practices and manufacturer 
recommendations for drip dispersal systems to achieve, at a minimum: 

a. Uniform dosing of treated effluent; 

b. An adequate dosing volume and pressure per manufacturer’s guidelines; 

c. Adequate flow rate, final filtering of effluent and suitable piping network to preclude 
solids accumulation in the pipes and driplines or clogging of discharge emitters; 

d. A means of automatically flushing the filter and driplines at regular intervals; and 

e. Suitable access provisions for inspection, testing and adjustment of the dripfield and 
components. 

f. As applicable, additional requirements for design and construction of pressure 
distribution piping systems specified for “Pressure Distribution Systems” in this code 
shall also apply. 

E. Construction and Materials. 

   



  Ordinance No. XXX 
  Page 46 of 72 

  __________________ 
 

1. Dripline Material.  Dripline shall be manufactured and intended for use with secondary 
quality wastewater, with minimum 45 mil tubing wall thickness, bacterial growth 
inhibitor(s), and means of protection against root intrusion. 

2. Dripfield Layout.  The bottom of each dripline row shall be level and parallel to the slope 
contour. 

3. Dripline Depth.  The dripline depth shall be installed at a minimum depth of twelve (12) 
inches below grade and must be continuously covered by a minimum depth of twelve (12) 
inches of soil/mulch.  Deeper placement of driplines may be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. 

4. Length of Individual Driplines.  The maximum dripline length shall be designed in 
accordance with accepted engineering practices and in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
criteria and recommendations. 

5. Line and Emitter Spacing.  Line and emitter spacing shall be designed as appropriate for soil 
conditions, slope, and contour.  There shall be a minimum spacing of 12 inches between 
emitters and no emitter shall be located less than 12 inches from the supply and return 
manifolds. 

 [Ref. SC P4(SDD)] 

15.36.140 Beachfront OWTS. 

A. General.  All proposed OWTS on beachfront properties shall be designed and installed in 
accordance with this code; Local Coastal Program/Local Implementation Plan, Chapter 18 OWTS 
standards; City Coastal Engineering requirements and shoreline protection requirements.  
Beachfront development that includes new OWTS or expansion of existing OWTS shall include 
secondary treatment with disinfection of effluent prior to discharging to any subsurface disposal 
system.  Seepage pits shall not be allowed unless otherwise approved by the Administrative 
Authority. 

B. Siting Criteria. 

1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for beachfront development shall be the same as 
those applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in sections of this code with 
noted exceptions, criteria contained in the Malibu OWTS Manual, or as otherwise approved 
by the Administrative Authority. 

2. Vertical Separation Requirements. 

a. Depth to Tidal Water and soil.  The bottom of any leach trench or drainfield shall have 
a minimum of two (2) feet temporary (seasonal) clearance and four (4) feet (annual 
average) permanent clearance above the mean high tide elevation, saturated zone or 
impervious soil or rock as applicable. 
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b. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater, as measured 
from trench bottom, shall be five (5) feet or as otherwise approved by the Administrative 
Authority. 

C. Sizing and Design Criteria.  Dispersal system shall be sized and designed in the same manner as 
pressure distribution system as applicable, according to requirements in this code and the Malibu 
OWTS Manual.  Effluent dispersal/disposal capacity shall be based on sand category design, for 
hydraulic loading. 

1. Wastewater treatment.  Beachfront development that includes new OWTS or expansion of 
existing OWTS shall include secondary treatment with disinfection of effluent. 

2. Shoreline protection devices.  For new OWTS or expansion of existing OWTS, all system 
components shall be protected from tidal and wave uprush action by a shoreline protection 
device adequately designed and engineered by a State of California licensed Civil Engineer 
specializing in Coastal Engineering.  Existing shoreline protection devices must provide 
protection greater than or equal to current coastal engineering standards or shall be modified 
to meet this code.  The minimum horizontal distance between and portion of the OWTS 
and shoreline protection device, including returns shall not be less than five (5) feet, or as 
otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority. 

3. Vertical clearance.   The space above the OWTS shall have a minimum of six (6) feet vertical 
clearance to the bottom of any structural element including any cover such as stucco or 
wood siding.  The required clearance shall be maintained over all system components and 
shall extend horizontally to the open ocean side of the building with no obstructions other 
than shoreline protection devices. 

4. Access.  No portion of the OWTS shall be located under any portion of any structure whether 
covered or uncovered except as approved in conformance with criteria contained in the 
OWTS Manual or by the Administrative Authority.  OWTS shall have adequate access and 
clearances for the purposes of system maintenance and repair without the removal of any 
permanent structures, landscaping or other similar obstructions to access the system.  

[Ref. SC P4(PTU)] 

15.36.150 Inspection and Testing. [Ref. MPC H 10] 

A. General. 

1. Applicable provisions of the Malibu Municipal Code related to inspections for building 
permits shall be required. Approved OWTS plans shall be required to be available for review 
at the construction site during inspections. 

8. System components shall be properly identified as to manufacturer. Septic tanks or other 
components of the OWTS shall have the rated capacity permanently marked on the unit. 
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9. Septic tanks and other components of the OWTS shall be installed as required by the 
Building Official and manufacturer requirements. 

4. The dispersal system shall be installed at the same location and depth as shown on approved 
plans. 

5. Construction inspections by the project engineering geologist and OWTS designer shall be 
conducted as required by the qualified professional or Administrative Authority. 

6. Flow Test. A flow test shall be performed through the system to the point of effluent 
disposal. All lines and components shall be watertight as applicable. Capacities, required air 
space, fittings and performance requirements shall comply with the provisions set forth in 
these standards. 

B. Leach Trenches / Beds.  Filter Material. Before placing filter material or drain lines in a prepared 
excavation, all smeared or compacted surfaces shall be removed by raking to a depth of one (1) inch 
(25.4 mm) and the loose material removed. Clean stone, gravel, slag, or similar material acceptable 
to the Building Official, varying in size from three fourths (3/4) inch to two and one-half (2-1/2) 
inches (19.1 mm to 64 mm) shall be placed in the trench to the depth and grade required by this 
section. Drain pipe shall be placed on the filter material in an approved manner. The drain lines shall 
then be covered with filter material to the minimum depth required by this section and this covered 
with material approved by the Building Official to prevent closure of voids with earth backfill. No 
earth backfill shall be placed over the filter material until after inspection and acceptance. 

Exception: Plastic leaching chambers approved by the Building Official may be used in lieu 
of pipe and filter material. Chamber installations shall follow the rules for disposal fields, 
where applicable, and shall conform to manufacturer's installation instructions. 

C. Seepage Pits. 

1. The seepage pits shall be located in accordance with the approved plot plan or as otherwise 
approved by the Administrative Authority. 

2. All seepage pits shall be fed through effluent laterals which are connected to a distribution 
box.  No seepage pits shall be installed in series. 

3. Filter material, when used, is to be two (2) to two and one half (21/2) inch washed gravel.  
The filter material should not contain fine materials.  The installer must demonstrate the 
gravel is washed by submittal of documentation from supplier or other approved means.  
Failure to comply may result in rejection of the seepage pit installed. 

4. The effluent line installed within the seepage pit shall be a minimum eight (8) inch white (or 
similar approved color) PVC schedule 40 or SDR 35 piping installed true and plumb.   The 
effluent line shall have holes drilled each 1201 of the pipe circumference at 12" on center 
minimum for the entire length of the seepage pit below the inlet.  The riser will extend flush 
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with the surrounding ground or above and shall not be diminished in size.  The riser shall be 
capped with an approved cap and must remain accessible at all times. 

5. Lined seepage pits shall be allowed when approved by the Administrative Authority and 
comply with Section H 701.0 of the California Plumbing Code.  

D. Pressure Distribution Trench Systems.  At a minimum, inspection of the pressure distribution trench 
system installation should include the items listed below. This is in addition to inspection work 
required for a supplemental treatment system, if used.  Joint inspection by the OWTS designer, 
contractor, and Building Official may be required. 

1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the supply and 
return piping, pump system and appurtenances is provided and construction procedures 
discussed; 

2. Water tightness of septic tank and dosing (pump) tank; 

3. Pipe or drip field layout, piping materials and installation, and all associated valves and 
connections; 

4. Hydraulic testing of the pressure pipe system; 

5. Functioning and setting of all control devices; and 

6. Final Inspection to verify that all construction elements are in conformance with the 
approved plans and specifications, and operation and maintenance guidelines/manual are 
provided to owner. 

E. Drip Dispersal Systems.  At a minimum, inspection of the drip dispersal system installation should 
include the items listed below. This is in addition to inspection work required for a supplemental 
treatment system, if used.  Joint inspection by the OWTS designer, contractor, and Building Official 
may be required. 

1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the drip lines, 
supply and return piping, pump system and appurtenances is provided and construction 
procedures discussed; 

2. Water tightness of septic tank and dosing (pump) tank; 

3. Drip field layout, piping materials and installation, and all associated valves and 
connections; 

4. Hydraulic testing of the drip system; 

5. Functioning and setting of all control devices; and 
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6. Final Inspection to verify that all construction elements are in conformance with the 
approved plans and specifications, erosion control has been completed; and operation and 
maintenance guidelines/manual are provided to owner and Building Official. 

F. Tanks. Septic tanks and other OWTS vessels shall be filled with water to flow line and piping as 
applicable prior to requesting inspection. Seams or joints shall be left exposed (except the bottom), 
and the tank shall remain water-tight. 

G. Supplemental Treatment Units.  The following minimum inspections prior to commencing 
construction or covering any elements of the system shall be required.  Joint inspection by the 
OWTS designer, OWTS installer, and Building Official may be required. 

1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the treatment unit 
is to be placed and installation procedures are discussed; 

2. Testing of the treatment unit: 

a. Function and setting of all control devices and alarms. 

b. Water-tightness of septic tank, treatment tank(s), and dosing tank, as applicable. 

3. At final inspection completion and acceptance form signed/stamped by the OWTS designer, 
OWTS installer, OWTS operation and maintenance provider attesting that the treatment unit 
has been installed and is operating in conformance with design specifications shall be 
provided 
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SECTION 3. Amendments 

 Chapter 15.38 is hereby added to of Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) of the Malibu 
Municipal Code to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 15.38 

OPERATING PERMITS FOR  
ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

 

15.38.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of the onsite wastewater treatment system inspection and permitting program is to assist 
property owners to manage their OWTS by establishing consistent requirements for assuring appropriate 
operation and maintenance of these systems to protect public health and safety, the environment, and water 
quality. This preventative program will assist in allowing OWTS to be a long-term solution to one of the 
city’s basic public health and environmental quality needs: safe and effective wastewater treatment and 
disposal. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.020 Definitions. 

Definitions established in Section 15.34.020 (Chapter 15.34) of the Malibu Municipal Code shall apply to 
this chapter. 

15.38.030 OWTS Operating Permit Requirement. 

A. Any person owning real property served by an onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS) shall 
be responsible for: (1) obtaining all inspections and permits required by this chapter; (2) ensuring 
the continued maintenance and proper functioning of the OWTS; and (3) ensuring any necessary 
repairs, modifications or upgrades to the OWTS are timely completed and made fully operational. 
For purposes of this chapter, “person” shall have the same definition as set forth in Section 17.02.060 
of this code. 

B. Properties not Currently Served by an OWTS. Any applicant proposing a development project that 
includes the construction of a new OWTS on real property not currently served by OWTS shall be 
required to apply for and obtain an operating permit for the OWTS. Application for the operating 
permit shall be concurrent with the application or referral to the environmental health specialist for 
the proposed development project. An operating permit shall be issued for the new OWTS when the 
system is determined to be functioning properly and is approved by the city of Malibu. A certificate 
of occupancy for the development project shall not be issued until a valid operating permit is 
secured. 
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C. Properties Currently Served by an OWTS. The owner of real property served by an existing OWTS 
shall be required to apply for and obtain an operating permit for the OWTS in each of the following 
circumstances: 

1. With any application by the owner (or owner’s agent) for a permit to repair, alter, modify, 
replace, renovate, or relocate the existing OWTS. The application for the operating permit 
shall be concurrent with the application for any required development permit, or concurrent 
with the application for environmental health approval when a development permit is not 
required. An operating permit will be issued when the work is complete and the system has 
been determined to be functioning in compliance with all applicable requirements. 

2. With any application by the owner (or owner’s agent) for any alteration, modification, 
remodel, or repair of any structure on the property that involves the addition of plumbing 
fixture units or results in any increase in the load to the existing OWTS. The application for 
the operating permit shall be concurrent with the application for any required development 
permit, or concurrent with the application for environmental health approval when a 
development permit is not required. An operating permit will be issued when the work is 
complete and the system has been determined to be functioning in compliance with all 
applicable requirements. 

3. Prior to any “purchase” or “change in ownership” (as those terms are defined in Division 1, 
Part 0.5, Chapter 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code) of real property served by an OWTS 
for which there is no valid, unexpired operating permit. If an inspection of the OWTS prior 
to a purchase or change in ownership reveals that the OWTS is in need of any repair, 
modification, upgrade or replacement, the property owner may proceed in accordance with 
the point of sale OWTS inspection and permitting procedures set forth in Section 15.38.070. 

4. All owners of real property improved with the following uses shall apply for and obtain an 
operating permit for the OWTS serving the property: 

a. Restaurant uses. 

b. All commercial uses other than restaurants. 

c. Multifamily uses and condominiums. 

5. When any content of an OWTS has spilled onto the surface of the ground or into any building 
served by the OTWS, the owner of the real property served by the OWTS, authorized 
representative, or the company pumping the OWTS must submit a Septage Pumping Report 
of the pumping activity to the City within 24 hours of pumping the OWTS.  Upon receipt of 
the Septage Pumping Report, the City shall send, via certified mail, written notice to the both 
the address where the OWTS  is located as well as the registered property owner of the 
property containing the OWTS.  This written notice shall state the reason for the notice as 
well as the requirements of this Chapter.    
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An application for a new or updated operating permit for the OWTS serving the property 
shall be submitted within ten (10) calendar days from the date of the City’s notice.  The 
application shall include an OWTS physical inspection, with the results of the inspection 
documented on the City’s official inspection form for OWTS. If the required inspection of 
the OWTS reveals that the OWTS is in need of any repair, modification, upgrade or 
replacement, the property owner must take corrective measures and obtain all necessary 
permits to ensure that the OWTS is made fully operational. 

6. When any content of an OWTS has been pumped out, whether completely or partially, three 
(3) or more times during any 180 day period, the owner of the real property served by the 
OWTS, authorized representative,   or  company pumping the OWTS must submit a Septage 
Pumping Report(s) to the City within 24 hours of a pumping OWTS.  Upon receipt of the 
Septage Pumping Report, the City shall send, via certified mail, written notice to both the 
address where the OWTS is located as well as the registered property owner of the property 
containing the OWTS.  This written notice shall state the reason for the notice as well as the 
requirements of this Chapter.   

If the required inspection of the OWTS reveals that the OWTS is in need of any repair, 
modification, upgrade or replacement, the property owner must take corrective measures 
and obtain all necessary permits to ensure that the OWTS is made fully operational.  If a 
permit is required for the corrective measures, an application for a new or updated 
operating permit shall be submitted within ten (10) calendar days from the date of the 
City’s notice. 

An owner of the real property served by the OWTS may apply for an exemption from the 
requirement to obtain an operating permit per this section when it can be clearly 
demonstrated the pumping activity undertaken is unrelated to the soundness or operational 
capability of the OWTS. 

D. Transfer of Operating Permit. Operating permits are issued to the owner of the real property served 
by the OWTS. Within thirty (30) days of any change in ownership of real property served by an 
OWTS for which there is a valid and unexpired operating permit, the purchaser/transferee of the 
real property must file a “Notice of Change in Ownership for Operating Permit” with the city to 
ensure that the operating permit is transferred into the name of the new owner. 

E. For purposes of this chapter, homeowners associations will be considered the owner of the real 
property for condominiums and townhouses. 

F. All onsite wastewater treatment systems serving commercial and multifamily uses are subject to 
specific or general wastewater discharge requirements/permits as established and issued by the Los 
Angeles County Regional Water Quality Control Board. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

G. If an inspection of the OWTS occurs after any of its contents have spilled onto the surface of the 
ground or into any building served by the OTWS or if an inspection occurs after OTWS has been 
pumped three (3) or more times during any 180 day period and the inspection reveals that, due to 
its failure status, the OWTS is in need of any repair, modification, upgrade or replacement, the 
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property owner must obtain a new or updated operating permit. 

If an OWTS is already the subject of an operating permit, an updated permit must be 
obtained within 30 days of the City’s written notice unless a compliance agreement is entered into 
by the property owner and the City extending this 30-day deadline.  If a property owner fails to 
comply with this section, the City may revoke or suspend the operating permit in accordance with 
the provisions of section 15.14.080 of this Code.  

If an OWTS is not the subject of an operating permit, an operating permit must be obtained 
within 30 days of the City’s written notice unless a compliance agreement is entered into by the 
property owner and the City extending this 30 day deadline. Failure to comply within 30 days of 
the City’s written notice shall be punishable pursuant to Section 15.14.100 of the MMC.  

H. Conditions are required for an operating permit when the OWTS cannot be maintained in 
accordance with this code, in conjunction with development permits, as part of the approval for an 
alternative OWTS, or as otherwise directed by the Administrative Authority.  Conditions include 
but are not limited to alternate renewal period, monitoring, sampling, and pumping.   

15.38.040 Renewal of OWTS Operating Permits. 

A. Operating permits for OWTSs serving commercial or multifamily uses shall be valid for two years 
from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative authority pursuant to this 
chapter. 

B. Operating permits for advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems serving single-family uses 
shall be valid for three years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative 
authority pursuant to this chapter. 

C. Operating permits for conventional onsite wastewater treatment systems serving single-family uses 
shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative 
authority pursuant to this chapter. 

D. The owner of real property served by an OWTS is responsible for the timely renewal of the operating 
permit. It shall be a violation of this chapter for an owner of real property served by an OWTS to 
allow an operating permit to lapse for a period longer than thirty (30) days unless the property owner 
has entered into a compliance agreement with the city for any necessary repairs, upgrades or 
modifications to the OWTS. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.050 OWTS Inspection and Operating Permit Criteria. 

A. An operating permit will not be issued to a property owner until the OWTS has been inspected by a 
city-approved OWTS inspector and found to be operating in compliance with the guidelines for the 
inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems (“guidelines”) and with any applicable conditions 
previously stipulated for the system. 

B. All inspections required by this chapter shall be conducted by a city-approved OWTS inspector in 
accordance with the guidelines. 
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C. The results of any inspection required by this chapter shall be reported to the administrative authority 
by the OWTS inspector on the official inspection form for onsite wastewater treatment systems. 

D. The administrative authority shall establish and approve the guidelines for the inspection of onsite 
wastewater treatment systems and the official inspection form for onsite wastewater treatment 
systems and any amendments thereto. 

E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any person who falsifies, misrepresents, or 
fraudulently alters or manipulates a system inspection report shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 
321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.060 Approval of OWTS Inspectors.  

A. All OWTS inspections required by this chapter must be performed by a registered onsite wastewater 
treatment system inspector certificate holder. Registration of OWTS inspectors is governed by 
Chapter 5.38. 

B. The city of Malibu shall maintain a list of all currently approved OWTS inspectors. A copy of the 
list may be obtained by any person upon request. (Ord. 360 § 2, 2011; Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.070 Point of Sale/Renewal of Operating Permit OWTS Inspection and Permitting Procedures. 

A. Certificates of Inspection. If an inspection of the OWTS prior to a renewal, purchase or change in 
ownership reveals that the OWTS is in need of any repair, modification, upgrade or replacement, 
the property owner may request a certificate of inspection from the city in lieu of obtaining an 
operating permit prior to renewal or completion of the purchase or change in ownership. A 
certificate of inspection shall only be issued when a compliance agreement binding the owner to a 
time schedule for any required repairs, upgrades, or replacements has been executed by the owner 
of the real property served by the OWTS and the administrative authority or his or her authorized 
agent. Any compliance agreement entered into for purposes of this chapter must include terms 
binding all future owners and assigns of the real property served by the OWTS and, in order to put 
future owners and assigns on notice of the obligations contained in the compliance agreement, the 
owner of the real property served by the OWTS must record the compliance agreement with the 
City within 3-5 business days after its execution. The compliance agreement shall incorporate any 
interim measures governing the operation of the OWTS deemed appropriate by the system inspector 
and/or the administrative authority. In the event that a property owner fails to secure an operating 
permit or a certificate of inspection prior to a purchase or a change in ownership, it shall be 
incumbent upon the successor in interest/transferee/purchaser to secure an operating permit for the 
OWTS within one hundred eighty (180) days of the effective date of purchase or change in 
ownership. 

B. Operating Permits. The city shall issue an operating permit when: (1) all required repairs, 
modifications, replacements, and/or upgrades identified in the official inspection form and the 
compliance agreement have been completed to the satisfaction of the administrative authority and 
in accordance with all required permits and approvals; and (2) the property owner has satisfied all 
of the owner’s obligations set forth in the compliance agreement. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 
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15.38.080 Revocation of Operating Permit. 

A. Grounds. The administrative authority may revoke or suspend an operating permit if the property 
owner is found to be in violation of any condition(s) of the permit or if the property owner is found 
to be in violation of any applicable requirements of the Los Angeles County Health Department, the 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, or this code. 

B. Procedure. If the administrative authority has reason to believe that grounds for revocation or 
suspension of an operating permit exist, the administrative authority shall notify the property owner 
by certified mail to the address of the real property served by the OWTS. The notice shall be deemed 
effective upon the date of mailing. The property owner shall have fifteen (15) calendar days from 
the date of the notice to request an administrative hearing. If a timely request for an administrative 
hearing is received, the administrative authority shall conduct the hearing not less than fifteen (15) 
or more than sixty (60) calendar days from the date the hearing is requested. Written notice of the 
date, time and location of the hearing must be provided to the property owner at least fifteen (15) 
calendar days before the hearing date. The property owner may present oral and written evidence at 
the hearing. The administrative authority shall issue a written decision within fifteen (15) calendar 
days of the close of the hearing. 

C. Appeals. The property owner may appeal the revocation or suspension of the operating permit by 
the administrative authority to the building board of appeals in accordance with Section 112 of the 
building code. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.090 Operating Permit Fees. 

The amount of the fees for an application for an inspection, the issuance of an operating permit, the issuance 
of a certificate of inspection, and the preparation of a compliance agreement shall be established by 
resolution of the city council. The amount of the fee charged for further evaluation by city staff, as required 
by the inspection report, shall be established by resolution of the city council. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 

15.38.100 Violations. 

Every person violating any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction thereof 
he or she shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not 
to exceed six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. The imposition of such penalty for any 
violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue. Each day that a violation occurs shall 
constitute a separate offense. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008) 
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SECTION 4. Amendments 

 Chapter 5.38 of the Malibu Municipal Code (City Registration of Onsite Wastewater 
Practitioners) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 5.38 

PRACTITIONER REGISTRATION PROGRAM FOR  
ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

 

5.38.010 Purpose. 

 The increased complexity of onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS), changes in 
treatment technology, and the need to protect groundwater and watershed areas make it essential that 
qualified professionals design, install, maintain and operate, and manage wastewater residuals of these 
systems and to create uniform requirements for these professional practitioners. 

 Registration of practitioners will establish an administrative framework and standards for 
practitioners in the field of onsite wastewater treatment system design, siting, installation, inspection, 
operation and maintenance, and residuals management. This program is an essential part of the local agency 
management program for enforcement of the Statewide OWTS Policy and State Water Resources Control 
Board’s Regional Water Basin Plan. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.020 Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following words and terms have the following meaning: 

A. “Certificate holder” means the person who is appropriately registered as an onsite wastewater 
treatment system practitioner with the city. 

B. “Certification” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity 
as evidence by a certificate of completion. 

C. “Conventional OWTS” means a wastewater treatment system providing primary treatment with a 
septic tank and subsurface dispersal area consisting of leach trenches, leach beds, or leach chambers.  
A conventional OWTS may utilize gravity flow or a pump system to convey effluent from the septic 
tank to  

D. “Licensure” means the obtainment of the appropriate state of California licensing as a contractor, a 
registered civil engineer, a registered professional geologist, or a registered environmental health 
specialist. 
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E. “Malibu Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual” (Malibu OWTS Manual) means the 
document developed, maintained and amended, as needed from time-to-time, by the City of Malibu 
containing guidelines for implementation of this chapter. 

F. “Onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS)” means a system or series of systems, of pipes, tanks, 
trenches, seepage pits and other components used for the collection, treatment and subsurface 
dispersal of wastewater.  This term is synonymous with private sewage disposal system, as used in 
the California Plumbing Code.  For purposes of this chapter, OWTS do not include “graywater” 
systems pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 17922.12. 

G. “Operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M)” means regular inspection, monitoring, and 
service provided to onsite wastewater treatment systems to insure the system is properly functioning 
and to insure their long-term viability. 

H. “Person” means any individual, corporation, association, firm, organization, partnership, or 
company. 

I. “Registered designer” means a person approved by the city to perform site evaluations and design 
of conventional and alternative (pressure distribution and supplemental treatment) onsite wastewater 
treatment system having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter. 

J. “Registered inspector” means a person approved by the city to inspect the condition and operation 
of onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration in this chapter. 

K. “Registered installer” means a person approved by the city to install onsite wastewater treatment 
systems having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter. 

L. “Registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) specialist” means a person approved 
by the city to perform operation, monitoring, and maintenance assessments and routine maintenance 
of OWTS having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter. 

M. “Registered residuals manager (pumper)” means a person approved by the city to pump septic tanks, 
wastewater treatment tanks, and pump chambers having met the requirements for registration as 
specified in this chapter. 

N. “Registration” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity 
as evidenced by a certificate of completion. 

O. “Site evaluation” means an assessment of the characteristics of the site sufficient to determine its 
suitability for an OWTS to meet the requirements of this Code.  Site evaluations shall be in 
accordance with procedures and criteria established in the Malibu OWTS Manual. 

P. “Supplemental (advanced) treatment OWTS” means any onsite wastewater treatment system or 
system component providing additional treatment, so that the effluent meets a predetermined 
performance requirement prior to discharge of effluent into the dispersal field. 

Q. “Wastewater” means sewage that is designated as “blackwater” and/or “graywater.” 
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1. “Blackwater” means wastewater contaminated with human wastes, generally originating 
from toilets. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from water closets, 
toilets, urinals, kitchen sinks, food preparation sinks, or other similar fixtures alone or in 
combination with other wastewater. 

2. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, deposited into 
plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater generating appliances. It 
includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from washing machines, bathtubs, 
showers, bathroom washbasins, and laundry tubs. Kitchen sinks shall be considered 
blackwater for the purposes of this chapter. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.030 Applicability. 

 This chapter shall apply to all onsite wastewater treatment systems within the city regardless of design 
flow, strength, or other state or local regulatory requirements. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.040 City Registration of OWTS Practitioners. 

A. Registered Wastewater Residuals Management Requirements (Pumpers). 

1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in wastewater residuals removal (pumping) from any 
septic tank, distribution box, dispersal area; including, but not limited to, leach fields and 
seepage pits, a chemical or portable toilet, or the removal of any other accumulations of 
sewage, without first having obtained a registered wastewater residuals management 
certificate from the city. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

2. Upon pumping any septic tank, distribution box, dispersal area, including but not limited to 
leach fields and seepage pits, a chemical or portable toilet, or the removal of any other 
accumulations of sewage, pumpers shall complete a “Septage Pumping Report” (Report), 
using a reporting format prescribed by the City.  All Septage Pumping Reports shall be 
submitted to the City on a monthly basis on or before the 15th of the following month. The 
City may request specific reports seeking additional information which shall be provided 
within 3 business days.  At any time any septic tank, distribution box, dispersal area, 
including but not limited to leach fields and seepage pits is pumped three (3) or more times 
during any 180 day period or when pumping is required to eliminate the discharge of septage 
or effluent onto the ground or into a structure, such activity shall be reported to the City 
within 24 hours in a “Septage Pumping Report.” 

3. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered wastewater residuals 
management entity (pumper) shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, 
and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated addresses from the 
city. Address verification and correspondence and notice agreement shall be filed with the 
city on the onsite wastewater treatment system practitioner address form. 
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4. Requirements for initial registered wastewater residuals management (pumper) registration 
and for the re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the 
following: 

a. The pumper shall demonstrate to the city that the vehicles used to pump and transport 
septage meet the following requirements: 

Are registered with the state of California Department of Motor Vehicles; and 

Are registered with the county of Los Angeles Department of Public Health and/or 
Ventura County Environmental Health Division and maintained in full compliance with 
all of their requirements; and 

All outer contact surfaces and fittings shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition 
while stored or in transit; and 

All discharge valves shall be in good repair, free from leaks and fitted with water-tight 
caps; and 

The name of the operating person shall be prominently displayed on the sides of any 
pump tank vehicle. 

b. The pumper shall provide the city with a list of all proposed authorized disposal sites 
that will be used for the deposition of any septage or holding tank wastes for approval 
by the city. The specific site used for each pumping shall be indicated on the septage 
pumping report per subsection (A)(2). 

c. The pumper applicant shall successfully complete a written and/or field examination of 
the applicant’s knowledge of residuals handling principles and the rules, regulations, 
laws, and ordinances affecting public health and safety with respect to the pumping and 
disposal of onsite wastewater treatment system residuals. The examination may be 
administered by the city or by a third party approved by the city. Satisfaction of this 
requirement shall be demonstrated to the city by certification of successful completion 
of the examination. 

5. Requirements for pumper registration renewal shall include the following:  

a. The pumper shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration; 

b. The pumper shall provide the city with an opportunity to inspect pump vehicles and 
demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this section; and 

c. The pumper shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of three hours 
of educational courses approved by the city. Acceptable educational courses must have 
a curriculum associated with the pumping, handling, and disposal of onsite wastewater 
treatment system residuals. Six hours of the required class time may be averaged over 
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two consecutive years, and may be demonstrated to the city by certification of course 
completion provided by the instructor, sponsor, or institution of said educational course. 

6. Pumper registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. A 
pumper’s registration shall not be transferable.  

B. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Installer Requirements (Installer). 

1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the construction, alteration, repair or modification 
of an onsite wastewater treatment system within the city of Malibu, without first obtaining 
a registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer certificate from the city. 

2. Any person seeking registered status with the city as an onsite wastewater treatment system 
installer shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall agree that 
correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated addresses from the city. Address 
verification and correspondence and notice agreement shall be filed with the city on the 
onsite wastewater treatment system practitioners address form. 

3. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer registration 
and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the 
following: 

a. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall successfully 
complete a written and/or field examination of the applicant’s knowledge of onsite 
wastewater treatment system principles and the rules, regulations, laws, and ordinances 
affecting public health and safety with respect to the installation of onsite wastewater 
treatment systems. The examination may be administered by the city or by a third-party 
entity approved by the city. Satisfaction of this requirement shall be demonstrated to 
the city by certification of successful completion of the examination; and 

b. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall provide 
verification to the city of the applicant’s state of California contractor’s license status 
as a Class A (general engineering contractor) or Specialty C-42 (sanitation system 
contractor) licensed in accordance with the provisions of the California Business and 
Professions Code; and 

c. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall provide 
sufficient evidence to the city demonstrating a minimum of two years’ experience in 
the installation of OWTS. Acceptable evidence includes the time in possession of a 
valid California contractor’s license as described in subsection (B)(3)(b), or by 
providing documentation evidencing employment with a registered installer for a period 
of time not less than two years. 

4. Requirements for registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer certificate renewal:  
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a. The installer shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration; 
and 

b. The installer shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of four hours of 
educational courses approved by the city. Acceptable educational courses must have a 
curriculum associated with the function, design, and construction of advanced and/or 
conventional onsite wastewater treatment systems. Eight hours of the required class time 
may be averaged over two consecutive years, and may be demonstrated to the city by 
certification of course completion provided by the instructor, sponsor, or institution of 
said educational course. 

5. Installer registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. An 
installer’s certificate shall not be transferable.  

C. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Designer Requirements (Designer). 

1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the design of conventional and/or advanced onsite 
wastewater treatment systems or portions thereof, including site evaluation, within the city 
of Malibu, without first obtaining a registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer 
certificate from the city. 

2. Unless pre-empted by state law, statutes, or regulations, the following registered and/or 
licensed professionals shall be eligible to apply to the city for registration as an onsite 
wastewater treatment system designer: 

a. California registered civil engineer; 

b. California registered professional geologist; 

c. California registered environmental health specialist. 

3. Unless such a requirement is preempted by state law, statutes, or regulations, and 
notwithstanding subsection (C)(2) of this section, other qualified persons may be considered, 
on a case-by-case basis, for registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer status 
when their education, knowledge and experience is determined by the city to provide an 
equivalent basis for registration and all other requirements of this section are met. 
Equivalency in education, knowledge and experience shall be determined by the city as 
follows:  

a. Provisional Registration. An applicant for registration as a designer that meets all the 
requirements of this section other than those requirements specified in subsection (C)(2) 
of this section, shall be provisionally registered by the city when evidence is provided 
demonstrating a minimum of two years’ experience actively designing advanced onsite 
wastewater treatment systems under the supervision of a city registered onsite 
wastewater treatment system designer or California registered professional engineer; 
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b. Full Registration. A provisionally registered onsite wastewater treatment system 
designer that meets all the requirements of this section other than those requirements 
specified in subsection (C)(2) of this section, shall be fully registered by the city when 
five or more advanced onsite wastewater treatment system designs have been submitted 
to the city and the onsite wastewater treatment system construction of these designs has 
been overseen by the provisionally registered designer in a manner that demonstrates to 
the city competency in the discipline of supplemental treatment system design and 
compliant onsite wastewater treatment system installation control. 

4. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered onsite wastewater treatment 
system designer shall file and maintain with the city a current mailing address, and shall 
agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated addresses from the city. 
Address verification and correspondence notice agreement shall be filed with the city on the 
onsite wastewater treatment system practitioner address form.  

5. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer application 
and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the 
following:  

a. The registered designer applicant shall provide documentation to the city of the 
applicant’s current licensure and/or registration status as required in subsection (C)(2); 
and 

b. The registered designer applicant shall successfully complete a written and/or field 
examination to assure knowledge of onsite wastewater treatment system principles and 
the rules, regulations, laws, and ordinances affecting the public health and safety with 
respect to the design of onsite wastewater treatment systems. The examination(s) may 
be administered by the city or by a third-party entity approved by the city; and 

c. The registered designer applicant shall provide verification to the city of either: 

i. The demonstration of successful completion of a third-party training program for 
onsite wastewater treatment system design, and/or operating, monitoring, and 
maintenance administered by a third-party entity approved by the city, or 

ii. Documentation of two years’ experience working with a city registered designer. 

6. Requirements for registered designer certification renewal shall include the following:  

a. The registered designer shall renew the registration prior to the date of the certificate’s 
expiration; and 

b. The registered designer shall demonstrate to the city an ongoing minimum annual 
attendance of eight hours of classes approved by the city dealing with subject matter 
related to application, design, and construction of onsite wastewater treatment systems. 
Sixteen (16) hours may be averaged over two consecutive years. Attendance may be 
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demonstrated to the city by certification of completion provided by the instructor or 
sponsor of said educational activity. 

7. Registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer certificates shall remain valid for 
two consecutive years and may be renewed. A registered designer’s certificate shall be 
nontransferable.  

D. Registered Operation, Monitoring, and Maintenance (OM&M) Specialist Requirements. 

1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the operating, monitoring, and maintenance of any 
onsite wastewater treatment system within the city of Malibu, without first having obtained 
a registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) specialist certificate from the 
city. 

2. Registered OM&M specialists shall complete a maintenance record form for each 
monitoring and/or maintenance operation conducted on an OWTS. The maintenance record 
form shall be provided to the city within fifteen (15) days of the completion of the monitoring 
and/or maintenance operation performed. 

3. Registered OM&M specialists shall provide notification to the city within fifteen (15) days 
of any termination of service. 

4. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered operation, monitoring, and 
maintenance specialist shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and 
shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated addresses from the city. 
Address verification and correspondence and notice agreement shall be filed with the city 
on the onsite wastewater treatment system registered practitioner address form. 

5. Requirements for initial registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance specialist 
application and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall 
include the following: 

a. The registered OM&M specialist applicant shall successfully complete a written 
examination and certification by a third-party entity approved by the city or, in the event 
that a third-party entity is not available, successful passage of a written examination 
provided by the city, demonstrating the applicant’s knowledge of OWTS principles and 
the rules, regulations, laws, and ordinances affecting the public health and safety with 
respect to OWTS; and 

b. The registered OM&M specialist applicant shall provide verification to the city of at 
least one of the following: 

i. A minimum of two years’ experience providing operational oversight and 
maintenance of advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems within the city 
evidenced by maintenance contracts, 
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ii. A minimum of two years’ experience working with a registered OM&M 
specialist, or 

iii. A minimum two years’ experience working as a registered designer, or 

iv. A letter of reference from a recognized manufacturer of supplemental treatment 
system equipment attesting to the applicants qualifications to operate and 
maintain advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems. 

6. Requirements for OM&M specialist certificate renewal shall include the following:  

a. The OM&M specialist shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s 
expiration; 

b. The OM&M specialist shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of 
eight hours of classes dealing with subject matter related to application, design, 
construction, operation, monitoring, and/or maintenance of onsite wastewater treatment 
systems provided by an approved third-party entity. Sixteen (16) hours may be averaged 
over two consecutive years, and may be demonstrated to the city by certification of 
completion provided by the instructor or sponsor of said educational activity. 

7. OM&M specialist registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be 
renewed. An OM&M specialist’s certificate shall not be transferable.  

E. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Inspector Requirements (Inspector). 

1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the inspection of an onsite wastewater treatment 
system within the city of Malibu without first obtaining a registered onsite wastewater 
treatment system inspector certificate from the city. 

2. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered onsite wastewater treatment 
system inspector shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall 
agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated addresses from the city. 
Address verification and correspondence and notice agreement shall be filed with the city 
on the onsite wastewater treatment system practitioner address form. 

3. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector registration 
and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the 
following: 

a. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant must be a 
California certified engineering geologist, a California registered professional 
geotechnical engineer, a California registered civil engineer, a California registered 
environmental health specialist, or a California licensed contractor with an A or C-42 
license. The applicant must maintain this status in good standing with the issuing entity 
and in accordance with the provisions of the California Business and Professional Code. 
A valid copy of the registration and/or license shall be provided to the city with the 
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application. The registration and/or licensure must be maintained at all times and a 
current copy must be on file with the city; and 

b. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant must attend onsite 
wastewater treatment system inspection training presented by the city for the 
understanding and use of the city’s official inspection form for OWTS and the city’s 
“Guidelines for the Inspection of OWTS”; and 

c. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant shall pass an examination 
prepared and administered by the city of Malibu or a third-party entity approved by the 
city. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector exam shall be designed to 
establish the fitness of the applicant for certification to assess the condition and function 
of onsite wastewater treatment systems and to determine whether maintenance, repair, 
or replacement of system components is necessary to bring the system into compliance 
with current city guidelines for onsite wastewater treatment systems. Evidence of 
successful completion of the examination shall be provided to the city with the 
application; and 

d. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant shall be required to 
maintain his or her accreditation with the city approved training entity according to that 
entity’s specific guidelines. City accreditation shall be renewed every two years. 

4. Requirements for Inspector Registration Renewal. 

1. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector shall renew the registration prior to 
the date of the registration’s expiration; and 

2. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector shall demonstrate to the city a 
minimum annual attendance of four hours of educational courses approved by the city. 
Acceptable educational courses must have a curriculum associated with the function, 
design, construction, and inspection of advanced and/or conventional onsite wastewater 
treatment systems. Eight hours of the required class time may be averaged over two 
consecutive years, and may be demonstrated to the city by certification of course 
completion provided by the instructor, sponsor, or institution of said educational course. 

5. Registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector certificate shall remain valid for 
two consecutive years and may be renewed. An inspector’s certificate shall not be 
transferable. (Ord. 368 §§ 1—3, 2012; Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.050 City Review and Oversight. 

A. A certificate holder’s registration may be suspended by the city for a period not to exceed ninety 
(90) days for incompetency, negligence, misrepresentation, or for failure by the certificate holder to 
comply with any other requirement of this chapter. The city shall serve the certificate holder with a 
notice of registration suspension by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by an express delivery 
service requiring confirmation of receipt. Service of notice shall be effective upon mailing. The 
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notice shall state, in writing, the reasons for which the registration is subject to suspension and shall 
advise the certificate holder that the suspension will become effective fifteen (15) calendar days 
from the date of service, unless a written request for administrative review is filed with the city 
following the procedure specified in subsection D of this section. 

B. A certificate holder’s registration may be revoked by the city for a period of one year for serious or 
repeated violations of any of the requirements of this chapter. The city shall serve the certificate 
holder with a notice of registration revocation by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by an 
express delivery service requiring confirmation of receipt. Service of notice shall be effective upon 
mailing. The notice shall state, in writing, the reasons for which the registration is subject to 
revocation and shall advise the certificate holder that the revocation will become effective fifteen 
(15) calendar days from the date of service, unless a written request for administrative review is 
filed with the city following the procedure specified in subsection D of this section. 

C. Any certificate holder whose registration has been revoked may not reapply until one year has 
elapsed from the date of revocation and shall be required to take the written examination again prior 
to issuance of a new certificate. 

D. Administrative Review. 

1. Any certificate holder whose registration is subject to suspension or subject to revocation by 
the city may file a request for administrative review. The request must be in writing and filed 
with the city on or before the fifteenth (15th) calendar day following service of the city’s 
notice of suspension or revocation. The request for administrative review must state both the 
legal and factual bases in support thereof, and must include at a minimum the requested 
modification(s), if any, of the notice together with a summary of the issues, facts and legal 
authorities to be raised at the hearing. In the absence of a timely filed request that complies 
fully with the requirements of this section, the findings of the city contained in the notice 
shall be deemed true and correct. 

2. Upon timely receipt of a request for administrative review that complies with the 
requirements of this section, the city shall refer the matter to an administrative hearing officer 
to conduct a hearing. The administrative hearing officer shall be selected pursuant to the 
protocol set forth in that document entitled the “City of Malibu Administrative Hearing 
Officer Program for Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Practitioners” on file in the office 
of the city clerk. Notice of the hearing shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
or by express delivery service requiring confirmation of receipt of the certificate holder filing 
the request for the administrative hearing. The notice shall state the date, time and place of 
the hearing which in no event shall be sooner than ten (10) calendar days from the date of 
the mailing, unless otherwise agreed to by the requesting party and the city. 

3. Any administrative hearing conducted under this section need not be conducted according 
to technical rules relating to evidence and witnesses. Any relevant evidence shall be admitted 
if it is the type of evidence on which responsible persons are accustomed to rely in the 
conduct of serious affairs, regardless of the existence of any common law or statutory rule 
that might make improper the admission of the evidence over objection in civil actions. 
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4. The administrative hearing officer shall issue a written decision that shall include findings 
to support the decision. The hearing officer shall issue his or her decision within fifteen (15) 
calendar days after the hearing is concluded. The hearing officer may extend this time to 
thirty (30) calendar days at his or her discretion. The written decision is final upon the date 
it is mailed by first-class mail, postage prepaid, including a copy of the certificate of mailing 
to the certificate holder. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.060 Fees. 

The amount of the fees for an application for all registered onsite wastewater treatment system practitioners 
shall be established by resolution of the city council. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 

5.38.070 Violations. 

In addition to any criminal, civil or other legal remedy established by law that may be pursued to address 
violations of the Municipal Code, violations of the provisions of this chapter are subject to the 
administrative penalty provisions of Chapter 1.10. (Ord. 360 § 1, 2011) 
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SECTION 5. Environmental Review 
 
 This Ordinance was assessed in accordance with the authority and criteria contained in the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA Guidelines (the Guidelines), and the 
environmental regulations of the City. The City Council hereby finds that under Section 15061(b)(3) of the 
State CEQA Guidelines, this Ordinance is exempt from the requirements of CEQA because it can be seen 
with certainty that the provisions contained herein would not have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment. 
 
 
SECTION 6. Severability 
 
If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or place, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
final decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, 
phrase or clause thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, phrases, or 
clauses be declared unconstitutional.  
 
 
SECTION 7 
 
 The City Council hereby repeals Ordinance No. 286, Ordinance No. 321, Ordinance No. 360 
 
 
SECTION 8 
 
 The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance. 
 
 
 
  

   



  Ordinance No. XXX 
  Page 70 of 72 

  __________________ 
 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____________ day of XXXX. 
 
        ____________________________ 
        LOU LA MONTE, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
HEATHER GLASER, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________ 
CHRISTI HOGIN, City Attorney 
 
 
I CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE NO. XXX was passed and adopted at the regular 
City Council meeting of XXXX __________, XXXX, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   Councilmembers:    
NOES:   Councilmember:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
_________________________ 
HEATHER GLASER, City Clerk 
   (seal) 
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Section IV.E 
Non-Traffic Rated Tank Requirements 

 



City of Malibu 
23825 Stuart Ranch Road · Malibu, California · 90265-4861 

Phone (310) 456-2489 · Fax (310) 456-3356 · www.malibucity.org  

 
Required Submittals for Non-traffic Rated OWTS Tanks  

 
 

These requirements apply to projects where the tank(s) associated with an OWTS are non-traffic rated 
and will be installed in a traffic area and/or covered by an impermeable surface, such as concrete.  All 
OWTS plans for installation of non-traffic rated OWTS tanks in an area with vehicle traffic shall 
demonstrate that the installation conforms to the manufacturer’s requirements for tank placement. For 
all OWTS tanks that are not traffic rated, structural plans for structural protection of the tank from 
traffic loads must be submitted for review and approval by City of Malibu Building Safety office. 
Structural calculations must accompany the plans submitted to Building Safety. For all tank 
installations within driveways with Fire Department turn around areas, the structural plans shall 
demonstrate capacity for H20 loading. Environmental Health will not issue final approval of the 
wastewater plans until Building Safety approves the structural plans. 
 

   
  Recycled Paper  

http://www.malibucity.org/


 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Section IV.F 
OWTS Tank Replacement Policy 

 



City of Malibu 
23825 Stuart Ranch Road · Malibu, California · 90265-4861 

Phone (310) 456-2489 · Fax (310) 456-3356 · www.malibucity.org  

 
Policy Regarding Replacement of a Failed 

 Septic Tank Component from an Onsite Wastewater Treatment System  
 
 
A Coastal Development Permit will not be required for the replacement of a failed septic tank 
provided the following conditions are met: 
 

• The failure of the septic tank must be documented by a City of Malibu registered Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS) Inspector. 

• The capacity of the new tank may not be increased unless the capacity of the existing failed 
tank is less than 1500 gallons.  The proposed new tank shall then be allowed to increase in 
capacity to 1500 gallons only to meet the minimum code standard for the City.  No other 
increase shall be authorized. 

• Only the failed tank shall be replaced.  No repair, modification, or expansion of any other 
component of the OWTS will be authorized. 

• The replacement of the failed tank shall be in the same location as the existing tank, or adjacent 
to the existing tank. 

• Operating Permit must be obtained upon completion of installation. 
 
To obtain a permit to replace a failed septic tank, provide the following to the Deputy Building 
Official: 
 

1. Two copies of an 11 x 17 site plan showing the location of all components of the existing 
OWTS components and the proposed location of the replacement tank; 

2. Documentation from a registered OWTS Inspector evidencing the failed septic tank;  
3. Applicable fee in accordance with the current city fee schedule. 

 

   
  Recycled Paper  
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Section IV.G 
Civic Center Prohibition Policy 
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	Item
	5A Attachment 1_OWTS Draft Ordinance 180112 Final Draft.pdf
	SECTION 1. General
	SECTION 2. Amendments
	Chapter 15.34
	15.34.010  Purpose and Applicability.
	15.34.020 Definitions.
	A. “Administrative Authority” for purposes of this chapter, the administrative authority shall mean the Building Official of the city or the City Environmental Sustainability Director’s designee.
	B. “Advanced Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (AOWTS)” means an OWTS designed to provide supplemental wastewater treatment that meets advanced treatment standards as accepted by the Administrative Authority, including secondary treatment and/or disi...
	C. “Basin Plan” means the same as “Water Quality Control Plan” as defined in Division 7 (commencing with Section 13000) of the California Water Code. Basin plans are adopted by each Regional Water Quality Control Board, approved by the State Water Boa...
	D. “Bedrock” means the rock, usually solid, that underlies soil or other unconsolidated, surficial material.
	E. “Beneficial uses” means those qualities in waters of the state that may be protected against quality degradation that include, but are not necessarily limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and industrial supply; power generation; recreation...
	F. “Certificate holder” means the person who is appropriately registered as an onsite wastewater treatment system practitioner with the City.
	G. “Certification” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity as evidence by a certificate of completion.
	H. “Cesspool” means a lined or partially lined underground pit into which raw household wastewater is discharged and from which the liquid seeps into the surrounding soil.  New and modifications to existing cesspools are prohibited in the City of Malibu.
	I. “City” means the City of Malibu, California.
	J. “Code” means Chapters 15.34, 15.36, 15.38, and 5.38 of the Malibu Municipal Code.
	K. “Community system” means an OWTS that provides for the collection, treatment and dispersal of wastewater from multiple discharges of three or more individual residences under separate ownership.  Community systems are subject to review and approval...
	L. “Conventional onsite wastewater treatment system” means a wastewater treatment system providing primary treatment with a septic tank and subsurface dispersal area consisting of leach trenches, leach beds, or leach chambers.  A conventional OWTS may...
	M. “Cumulative impacts” means the persistent and/or increasing effect of OWTS resulting from the density of such discharges in relation to the assimilative capacity of the local environment.  Examples include, but are not limited to: (a) nitrate or sa...
	N. “Dispersal system” means a soil-based system containing a series of trenches, beds, subsurface drip lines, seepage pit, or other approved method for subsurface infiltration and absorption of wastewater effluent, including all component parts, such ...
	O. “Domestic wastewater” means wastewater from everyday living activities with a measured strength less then high-strength wastewater and is the type of wastewater normally discharged from, or similar to, that discharged from plumbing fixtures, applia...
	P. “Domestic well” means a groundwater well that provides water for human consumption and is not regulated by the California Department of Public Health.
	Q. “Effluent” means sewage, water or other liquid, partially or completely treated in its natural state, flowing out of a septic tank, supplemental treatment unit, dispersal system, or other OWTS component.
	R. “Failure” The ineffective treatment and dispersal of wastewater resulting in the surfacing of raw or inadequately treated sewage effluent and/or the degradation of surface or groundwater quality.  An OWTS is considered to be in a state of failure i...
	S. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, deposited into plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater generating appliances. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from washing mac...
	T. “Groundwater” means water below the land surface that is at or above atmospheric pressure.
	U. “High-strength wastewater" as defined in the State OWTS Policy, means wastewater having a 30-day average concentration of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) greater than 300 milligrams-per-liter (mg/L) or of total suspended solids (TSS) greater than 3...
	V. “Holding tank” means a watertight receptacle used to collect and store wastewater prior to it being removed from a property by means of vacuum pumping and hauling, or other approved method.  The use of holding tanks in the City of Malibu is authori...
	W. “Impaired water bodies” means those surface water bodies or segments thereof that are identified on a list approved first by the State Water Board and then approved by US EPA pursuant to Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act.
	X. “Local Agency Management Program (LAMP)” is a program plan required by the State OWTS Policy for oversight of OWTS within a local area.
	Y. “Leachfield” also referred to as leach trenches means the dispersal area used for disposal of septic tank effluent through a non-water-tight artificial structure, conduit, or porous material by downward or lateral drainage, or both, into the surrou...
	Z. “Licensure” means the obtainment of the appropriate state of California licensing as a contractor, a registered civil engineer, a registered professional geologist, or a registered environmental health specialist.
	AA. “Malibu Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual” (Malibu OWTS Manual) means the document developed, maintained and amended, as needed from time-to-time, by the City of Malibu containing guidelines for implementation of this chapter.
	BB. “New construction” means the construction of a new building for which a certificate of occupancy is required or an increase in the actual or design flow to any system or an increase in the actual or design flow to any nonconforming system or an in...
	CC. “Official Inspection Form for OWTS” means the approved report form to be completed by all city-approved onsite wastewater treatment system inspectors for the inspection of any OWTS.
	DD. “Onsite Wastewater Treatment System” or “OWTS” means a system or series of systems, of pipes, tanks, trenches, seepage pits and other components used for the collection, treatment and subsurface dispersal of wastewater.  This term is synonymous wi...
	EE. “Operating Permit” means the administrative document issued by the Administrative Authority authorizing the initial and/or continued use of an OWTS in conformance with the provisions of this chapter, intended to aid in verification of the adequacy...
	FF. “Operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M)” means regular inspection, monitoring, and service provided to onsite wastewater treatment systems to insure the system is properly functioning and to insure their long-term viability.
	GG. “OWTS Design Report” means a supporting report for OWTS prepared by a qualified professional summarizing the results of soils analysis and/or percolation tests including but not limited to: soil conditions, characteristics and estimated permeabili...
	HH. “Percolation test” means a method of testing water absorption of the soil. The test is conducted with clean water and test results may be used in the design and sizing of the dispersal system.
	II. "Permit" means a document issued by a local agency that allows the installation and use of an OWTS, or waste discharge requirements or a waiver of waste discharge requirements that authorizes discharges from an OWTS.
	JJ. "Person" means any individual, corporation, association, firm, organization, partnership or company.
	KK. “Plumbing Fixture” means an expression in quantity of scale in terms of the load producing effects of an OWTS.  Fixture unit values shall be determined as defined in the California Plumbing Code.
	LL. “Pollutant” means any substance that alters water quality of the waters of the State to a degree that it may potentially affect the beneficial uses of water, as listed in a Basin Plan.
	MM. “Pressure distribution” means a method of wastewater dispersal employing a pump or automatic dosing siphon and distribution piping with small diameter holes or perforations spaced uniformly along its length; it is used to achieve equal distributio...
	NN. “Public water system” is a water system regulated by the California Department of Public Health or a Local Primacy Agency pursuant to Chapter 12, Part 4, California Safe Drinking Water Act, Section 116275 (h) of the California Health and Safety Code.
	OO. “Public water well” is a groundwater well serving a public water system.  A spring which is not subject to the California Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR), CCR Title 22, sections 64650 through 64666 is a public well.
	PP. “Qualified professional” means and individual licensed or certified by a State of California agency to design OWTS and practice as a professional for other associated reports, as allowed under their license or registration.  Depending on work to b...
	QQ. “Regional Board” means the California Regional Water Quality Control Board – Los Angeles Region.
	RR. “Registered OWTS designer” means a person approved by the city to perform site evaluations and design of conventional and alternative (pressure distribution and supplemental treatment) onsite wastewater treatment system having met the requirements...
	SS. “Registered OWTS inspector” means a person approved by the city to inspect the condition and operation of onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration in this chapter.
	TT. “Registered OWTS installer” means a person approved by the city to install onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter.
	UU. “Registered OWTS operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) specialist” means a person approved by the city to perform operation, monitoring, and maintenance assessments and routine maintenance having met the requirements for registration as sp...
	VV. “Registered OWTS residuals manager (pumper)” means a person approved by the city to pump septic tanks, wastewater treatment tanks, and pump chambers having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter.
	WW. “Registered OWTS practitioner” means a person registered by the City to perform OWTS design, siting, installation, inspection, operation and maintenance, and management of wastewater residuals within the City of Malibu.
	XX. “Registration” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity as evidenced by a certificate of completion.
	YY. “Repair of OWTS” means alteration of an existing OWTS component, tank replacement or installation of a designated future dispersal area.
	ZZ. “Renovation of OWTS” means installation of new or additional OWTS component or dispersal area to an existing OWTS.
	AAA. “Replacement OWTS” means an OWTS that has its treatment capacity expanded as a result of a failed OWTS, remodeled building, addition or replacement of a dispersal system, or components of the system repaired and/or replaced, requiring a coastal d...
	BBB. “Sanitary sewer” means a system for collecting residential or municipal wastewater and directing the collected wastewater to a treatment works prior to dispersal.
	CCC. Seepage pit” means a vertically drilled or dug excavation, four to six feet in diameter, either lined with concrete cylinders or gavel-filled, that receives the effluent discharge from a septic tank or other OWTS treatment unit for dispersal into...
	DDD. “Septic system” currently referred to as OWTS, means an onsite wastewater treatment system designed to treat and dispose of sewage. A typical septic system consists of a tank that receives waste from a residence or business and a system of leach ...
	EEE. “Septic tank” means a watertight, covered receptacle designed for primary treatment of wastewater and constructed to: (1) receive the discharge of sewage from a building sewer; (2) separate solids from the liquid; (3) digest organic matter by ana...
	FFF. “Sewage” means wastewater as defined in Section 5410(a), California Health and Safety Code.
	GGG. “Site” means the land area occupied, or proposed to be occupied, by a building(s) served by an OWTS, including any designated future expansion area.
	HHH. “Site evaluation” means an assessment of the characteristics of the site sufficient to determine its suitability for an OWTS to meet the requirements of this Code. Site evaluations shall be in accordance with procedures and criteria established i...
	III. “Soil” means the naturally occurring body of porous mineral and organic materials on the land surface, which is composed of unconsolidated materials, including sand-sized, silt-sized, and clay-sized particles mixed with varying amounts of larger ...
	JJJ. “Soil absorption system” means a soil-based effluent dispersal system typically containing a bed or trenches with clean gravel and a system of piping through which treated sewage may seep into the surrounding soil for further treatment and disposal.
	KKK. “State Board” means the State Water Resources Control Board.
	LLL. “Stream” means flowing water identified as blue lines on USGS 7.5 minute quad topography map.
	MMM. “Subsurface drip dispersal” means a method for releasing treated wastewater to the soil for final treatment and dispersal via small diameter flexible plastic tubing manufactured with emitters spaced uniformly along its length; the drip field is d...
	NNN. “Supplemental treatment” means any onsite wastewater treatment system or system component providing additional treatment, so that the effluent meets a predetermined performance requirement prior to discharge of effluent into the dispersal field.
	OOO. “SWRCB OWTS Policy” also referred to as Statewide OWTS Policy means the Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board on June 1...
	PPP. “Technical Standards” means Chapter 15.36 of this Title containing criteria for the design and construction of various types of onsite wastewater treatment and effluent disposal systems.
	QQQ. “TMDL” is the acronym for “total maximum daily load.”  Section 3030(d) (1) of the Clean Water Act requires each state to establish a TMDL for each impaired water body to address the pollutant(s) causing the impairment.  In California, TMDLs are u...
	RRR. “Unstable land mass” means land prone to subsidence, erosion, or mass land movement as indicated by historical landslide events, published maps or reports, or evidence of characteristics such as surface rupture, scarps, creep or other irregularit...
	SSS. “Wastewater” means sewage that is designated as “blackwater” and/or “graywater.”
	1. “Blackwater” means wastewater contaminated with human wastes, generally originating from toilets. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from water closets, toilets, urinals, kitchen sinks, food preparation sinks, or other simila...
	2. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, deposited into plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater generating appliances. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from washing mac...

	TTT. “Waste discharge requirements” or “WDR” means an operation and discharge permit issued for the discharge of waste pursuant to Section 13260 of the California Water Code.
	UUU. “Water body” means a body of water in a natural or man-made area within which water flows.  Water bodies include but are not limited to creeks, groundwater, ocean and tidal waters, rivers, streams, springs, seeps and watercourses.
	VVV. “Watercourse” means a drainage channel with bed and banks within which water flows either perennially, ephemerally or intermittently, including overflow channels contiguous to the main channel.  A watercourse may be either a natural or man-made c...

	15.34.030 Connection to Sanitary Sewer.
	A. No permit shall be issued for the installation, alteration or repair of any OWTS on any lot for which a connection to a public sewer is available.
	1. Connection to the public sewer is considered available when the property is located within two hundred (200) feet of an approved available sanitary sewer.
	2. The connection to sanitary sewer must be in the most direct manner possible, provided a right-of-way and any necessary approval from the appropriate sewer authority is first obtained.

	B. On properties where an OWTS exists, and which buildings served by an OWTS, or components of the OWTS, are within two hundred (200) feet of an approved available sanitary sewer, connection to the available sanitary sewer will be required at the time...

	15.34.040 General Requirements.
	A. General Requirements.  Where permitted by (Section 15.34.030, Connection to Sanitary Sewer), the building sewer shall be permitted to be connected to a OWTS in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  The type of OWTS shall be determined on...
	B. Quantity and Quality.  Where the quantity or quality of the sewage is such that the above system cannot be expected to function satisfactorily for commercial, agricultural and industrial plumbing systems; for installations where appreciable amounts...
	C. Capacity.  No property shall be improved in excess of its capacity to properly absorb sewage effluent by the means provided in this chapter.  Exception:  The Administrative Authority shall be permitted to, at its discretion, approve an alternative ...
	D. Building Permit.  Where there is insufficient lot area or improper soil conditions for sewage disposal for the building or land use proposed, no building permit shall be issued and no private sewage disposal shall be permitted unless approved by th...
	E. Additional Requirements.  Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the Administrative Authority from requiring compliance with additional requirements than those contained herein, where such additional requirements are essent...
	F. Alternative Systems.  Alternative systems shall be permitted to be used on a case-by-case basis by permission of the Administrative Authority after being satisfied of their adequacy. This authorization is based on extensive field and test data from...
	G. Health and Safety.  OWTS and system(s) components shall be sited, designed, installed, operated and maintained, in a manner where sewage, impure water or any other matter or substance will not discharge upon the surface of the ground, become injuri...
	A.  Commercial Buildings and Multiple Family Buildings– AOWTS Required.
	1. Buildings.  Commercial buildings and multiple family dwellings to be newly constructed or renovated, after the effective date of this section shall have an AOWTS unless otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority
	3. OWTS.  Existing conventional onsite wastewater treatment systems to be replaced, renovated, or repaired, after the effective date of this section shall be upgraded to AOWTS, prior to final sewage effluent disposal, unless otherwise approved by the ...
	4. Alarm System.  Existing OWTS serving commercial buildings and multiple family dwellings, after the effective date of this section, shall be equipped with an alarm system that will be triggered when high water levels are detected in the septic tank ...

	B. Residential Buildings – OWTS Inspection and Operating Permit Required.
	1. Buildings.  Detached single family residential buildings to be renovated, with addition of bedroom equivalents or changes to the plumbing system  that increases drainage capacity , after the effective date of this section shall have their existing ...
	5. OWTS.  If OWTS inspection reveals the condition of the existing OWTS is “not passing”, renovation or repair of the OWTS must be included within the scope of the building renovation project.


	15.34.050 Permits Required for OWTS
	A. OWTS Construction Permit
	B. Coastal Development Permit
	C. OWTS Operating Permit
	To assure appropriate operation and maintenance of OWTS for protection of public health and safety, the environment, and water quality, an operating permit, as specified in Chapter 15.38 of this code, is required for: (1) OWTS serving newly developed ...

	15.34.060 Standards, Guidelines and Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual.
	A. The Administrative Authority is authorized to issue administrative standards and guidelines, including policies, procedures and technical details, to carry out the purposes of this chapter.  The guidelines, including policies and procedures, are co...
	B. The Integrated Onsite Wastewater Management Ordinance, technical standards and OWTS Manual, shall be developed and maintained by the Administrative Authority, and shall provide a reasonable process for seeking input from the affected public and OWT...
	C. The Integrated Onsite Wastewater Management Ordinance, technical standards, OWTS Manual and any subsequent amendments shall be provided to the Regional Water Board and/or the State Water Board in accordance with applicable provisions of the Statewi...

	15.34.070 Administration.
	A. Variances.  Variances from the terms of this chapter may be granted by the City Council where the following findings can be made:
	1.  The variance will not harm the environment, public health, safety and welfare of the people of Malibu;
	6. Due to special conditions or exceptional characteristics of the property, its location or surroundings, a literal enforcement of this chapter would result in an exceptional hardship as determined by the Administrative Authority; and
	7. The variance will not have any adverse environmental effect on the use of the adjoining property.

	B. Denial, Suspension or Revocation of OWTS Approvals and Permits.
	C. Abatement.
	1. Any existing OWTS in a state of failure or which, based on inspection or evaluation by the Administrative Authority, is considered a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, or obsolescence is hereby declared to...
	2. Failing OWTS, as defined, must be brought into substantial compliance with this chapter.  If not corrected within a time designated by the Administrative Authority, the Administrative Authority may order or cause corrections to be made and bill the...

	D. Appeals.
	E. Violations
	F. Penalty.

	15.34.080 OWTS Siting Criteria.
	A. Flood Hazard Areas.  Disposal systems shall be located outside of flood hazard areas.
	B. Location on Property Served.  No onsite wastewater treatment system, or part thereof, shall be located on any other property other than the property which is the site of the building or structure served by such onsite wastewater treatment system, n...
	C. 100% Reserve Area.  A reserve area with sufficient dispersal capacity for not less than 100 percent of the design wastewater flow shall be identified and set aside for future repair, expansion or replacement of the primary dispersal field.  No divi...
	[Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (B)(K)(I)/18.5/18.4 (B)(I)(C); MPC H 1.5, 1.7]

	15.34.090 Cumulative Impacts.
	A. Individual OWTS with design flow greater than 1,500 gallons per day (gpd);
	B. Land divisions;
	C. OWTS for any commercial development;
	D. Any lot which involves two or more OWTSs within 100 feet of each other with a combined capacity of over 1,500 gpd;
	E. OWTS for multi-family residential developments;
	F. OWTS classified as a “community” system, serving multiple property owners;
	G. OWTS which the City or Regional Water Board identified as presenting a potential threat to surface water or groundwater beneficial uses; and
	H. OWTS located within the contributing recharge area of known nitrate groundwater problems.

	15.34.100 OWTS Components.
	A. Conventional OWTS (COWTS; see Definitions).  A conventional OWTS shall, at a minimum, consist of a septic tank and subsurface dispersal system for absorption and leaching of the effluent into the soil.  The septic tank and subsurface effluent dispe...
	B. Advanced OWTS (AOWTS; see Definitions).  OWTS incorporating supplemental treatment are classified as Advanced OWTS.  Supplemental treatment is required in some instances, in place of or in addition to a septic tank, to produce a higher quality (enh...
	C. Septic Tank.  Watertight septic tanks shall be used for primary treatment of wastewater before discharge of effluent to an approved dispersal system.  Septic tanks shall be designed to provide a minimum retention time of at least 24 hours, with one...
	D. Effluent Dispersal System.  Conventional dispersal methods approved for use in City of Malibu shall consist of gravel-filled leaching trenches/bed and existing lawfully permitted seepage pits, sized, designed and installed in accordance with the ac...
	E. Supplemental Treatment.  Is required for the following types of development, wastewater sources, or site constraints:
	1. In connection with any new or replacement OWTS utilizing seepage pits;
	2. Beachfront development;
	3. Commercial development;
	4. Restaurants;
	5. Multi-family residences;
	6. Rapid (<5 mpi) or slow (>60 mpi) soil percolation;
	7. Shallow soil depth (<5 feet below leach trench/bed bottom);
	8. In connection with any OWTS utilizing alternative dispersal methods;
	9. Mitigation of failed OWTS or other documented water quality impacts, as determined by the Administrative Authority;
	10. Where imposed as a condition of the Coastal Development Permit;
	11. Other circumstances deemed necessary by the Administrative Authority for protection of public health and water quality in accordance with this chapter.

	F. Alternative Dispersal Methods.  Alternatives to conventional leaching trenches/beds may be used to overcome certain soil, slope and other site limitations.  Examples of such alternatives include pressure distribution and subsurface drip dispersal m...

	15.34.110 Operation and Maintenance Requirements.
	15.34.120 Shoreline Protection.
	A. Buildings permitted to be constructed, or remodeled, on beachfront property shall have adequate and properly designed bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from wave action for all portions of the OWTS. Approved Coastal Engineering Rep...
	B. Owners or possessors of real property with buildings constructed on beachfront property with an existing OWTS to be renovated, or repaired, shall have adequate and properly designed bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from wave actio...
	C. Owners or possessors of real property with buildings constructed on beachfront property with an existing OWTS damaged by storm, tide, or wave action shall have adequate and properly designed bulkheads, or other approved structural protection from w...
	D. Issuance of Permit. Upon review of the application and compliance with all of the requirements contained in this section and all other applicable laws, rules, and regulations, the Building Official shall issue a permit for the installation of bulkh...
	E. Noncompliance and Right of Entry
	1. Upon expiration of the time limit established in the permit, including such additional time as may have been granted by the Building Official upon further application, if the installation of the bulkheads, or other protective structures required, h...
	2. The actual cost incurred by the Building Official in taking the above action, including the cost of equipment, labor (including the cost of City of Malibu consultants and employees), administrative, and other indirect costs shall be charge assessed...


	15.34.130 Holding Tanks.
	A. All holding tanks are hereby declared a public nuisance and are prohibited, except for the following instances as may be approved by the Administrative Authority:
	1. If it is necessary to use a holding tank to abate a nuisance or health hazard caused by a failing OWTS; or
	2. For  a publicly-owned nonresidential facility (e.g., public park or campground) necessary for the public health, safety or welfare, where  installation of an OWTS is not feasible and a holding tank is determined by the Administrative Authority to p...

	B. Where exceptions are granted and holding tank(s) approved, an operating permit issued by the Administrative Authority (per Chapter 15.38 of this code) will be required, which will provide for approval of the tank pumper, maintenance schedule, tank/...

	15.34.140 Cesspools Prohibited.
	15.34.150 Submittal of OWTS Plans.
	A. No person may install, construct, alter, repair, or replace any OWTS without first submitting plans to the Administrative Authority for approval and obtaining a building permit pursuant to the requirements of this Code and Malibu OWTS Guidelines.  ...
	1. OWTS Design Report including a project description and the supporting basis of design;
	2. Percolation / Infiltration / Soil Classification Report;
	3. OWTS Supporting Geology Report;
	4. Architectural plans;
	5. Plumbing fixture unit worksheet;
	6. OWTS plot plan drawn to scale showing the location of the OWTS, all structures, water supply lines or wells, paved areas and lot lines;
	7. Details of construction necessary to ensure compliance with the requirements of this chapter, including quality, kind and grade of materials, equipment, construction, workmanship, and methods of assembly and installation, as applicable; and
	8. Other information as required by the Administrative Authority and specified in the Malibu OWTS Manual.


	15.34.160 Review and Approval of OWTS Plans.
	15.34.170 Building Permit, Installation Inspection, and Approval.
	A. A written building permit shall be obtained from the Building Official prior to the construction, reconstruction, relocation, or alternation of any OWTS.
	B. No person may install, construct, alter, enlarge, reconstruct, replace, improve, recondition or repair an OWTS pursuant to this chapter unless: the person possesses a general engineering contractor's license (Class A), or a Class C-42 sanitation sy...
	C. In the case of a conventional OWTS, the property owner may construct or repair an OWTS on his/her own property, provided:  (1) persons hired by the owner to do the subject work must comply with (a) above; or (2) persons hired by the owner must be h...
	D. OWTS must be installed in accordance with the plans approved by the Administrative Authority. Any changes in the installation plans must be reviewed and approved by the Administrative Authority prior to installation.
	E. Inspection(s) of each OWTS installation shall be made by the Administrative Authority to ensure compliance with all applicable requirements of this Code and the Malibu OWTS Manual.  In the event the Administrative Authority determines there has bee...
	F. An as-built drawing shall be completed by the OWTS designer or contractor upon completion of the OWTS installation, and prior to the final approval of the building permit, a copy of which shall be supplied to the Administrative Authority and the sy...

	15.34.180 Abandoned OWTS.
	A. Permit required.  A permit and approval must be obtained from the Building Official to abandon the OWTS.
	B. Plugged and Capped. An abandoned building (house) sewer, or part thereof, shall be plugged or capped in an approved manner within 5 feet of the property line.
	C. Fill Material. A cesspool, a septic tank, or a seepage pit that has been abandoned or has been discontinued otherwise from further use, or to which no waste or soil pipe from a plumbing fixture is connected, shall have the sewage removed therefrom ...
	D. Filling Requirements. The top cover or arch over the cesspool, septic tank, or seepage pit shall be removed before filling, and the filling shall not extend above the top of the vertical portions of the sidewalls or above the level of any outlet pi...
	E. Owner. No person owning or controlling any cesspool, septic tank, or seepage pit on the premises or private property of such person or in any public street, alley, or other public property shall fail, refuse, or neglect to comply with the provision...
	F. Permittee. Where disposal facilities are abandoned subsequent to connecting any premises to a replacement OWTS or public sewer, the permittee making the connection shall fill all abandoned facilities in accordance with the above requirements within...
	G. Excavation.  No excavation for an abandoned OWTS shall be left unattended at any time unless the permittee shall have first provided a suitable and adequate barricade to assure public safety.



	SECTION 2. Amendments
	Chapter 15.36
	15.36.010 Purpose.
	15.36.020 Definitions.
	15.36.030 OWTS Siting Criteria.
	A. Soil Depth. For conventional OWTS discharging septic tank effluent, minimum depth of soil beneath the bottom of the dispersal field shall be 5 feet for leaching trenches/beds and 10 feet for seepage pits. Where advanced treatment is provided, minim...
	B. Vertical Separation to Ground Water. For new conventional OWTS discharging septic tank effluent, minimum vertical separation between the bottom of the dispersal system and seasonal high groundwater level shall depth be 5 feet for leaching trenches/...
	C. Soil Percolation. For conventional dispersal trenches/beds the soils shall have a demonstrated percolation rate in the range of 5 to 60 minutes per inch (mpi). Absorption rates for seepage pits must not be less than .83 gallons per square foot and ...
	D. Ground Slope. No soil absorption fields shall be located on slopes greater than 45%. Conventional gravity trench leachfields shall not be installed on slopes greater than 30%. Soil absorption fields located on slopes between 30 and 45% shall be des...
	E. Horizontal Setbacks. Minimum horizontal setback distances from various site features to OWTS components shall be as listed in Table 15.34.120(E). [Ref. LIP Ch. 18.7 (M); MPC Table H-1]
	F. Flood Hazard Areas.  Disposal systems shall be located outside of flood hazard areas.
	G. Location on Property Served.  No onsite wastewater treatment system, or part thereof, shall be located in any other property other than the property which is the site of the building or structure served by such onsite wastewater treatment system, n...
	H. 100% Reserve Area.  A reserve area with sufficient dispersal capacity for not less than 100 percent of the design wastewater flow shall be identified and set aside for future repair, expansion or replacement of the primary dispersal field.  No divi...

	15.36.040 OWTS Site Evaluation.
	A. OWTS Design Report. The permit application for a new or replacement OWTS installation shall include an OWTS Design Report prepared by a qualified professional. The report shall summarize and integrate the results of supporting geotechnical soils an...
	B. Supporting Geology Report . Site evaluation methods shall include soil profiles, borehole and test pit logs, slope stability report if applicable, and other exploratory tests, as necessary, to verify adequate depth and permeability of soil, soil th...
	C. Percolation / Infiltration Testing. Percolation tests shall be conducted by a California Registered Geologist, a California Registered Geotechnical Engineer, a California Registered Civil Engineer, or a California Registered Environmental Health Sp...

	15.36.050 Wastewater Design Flows.
	A. General.  Daily wastewater flow estimates shall be established by the registered OWTS designer for use in design, evaluation and monitoring of all OWTS.  Flow rates are used for sizing treatment unit capacity and sizing of the dispersal system.
	B. Single Family Residences and Second Units.  Wastewater flows used for design of OWTS treatment capacity for single family residences and second units shall be based on the number of bedrooms in accordance with criteria in Table 15.36.030(B)-1.   Th...
	C. Multiple Dwelling Units.  Wastewater flows used for the design of OWTS for multiple residential units shall be based on the number of dwelling units in accordance with criteria in Table 15.36.030(B)-2.   The flow is calculated as 300 gallons per da...
	D. Commercial Uses.  Wastewater flows used for design of OWTS for uses as defined in Malibu Municipal Code Section 15.34.050 shall be estimated based on the projected activities, occupancy and facilities, using wastewater generation guidelines provide...
	E. Flow Equalization.  Flow equalization is the process of controlling the rate of wastewater flow through an OWTS by providing surge capacity storage and timed-dosing of the incoming flow.  It  allows peak surges in wastewater flow (e.g., from a week...

	15.36.060 Alternative Design.
	A. Installations where appreciable amounts of industrial or indigestible wastes are produced;
	B. Occupancies producing abnormal quantities of sewage or liquid waste;
	C. Where grease interceptors are required by the California Plumbing Code; or
	D. As required by the Regional Water Quality Control Board.

	15.36.070 Septic Tank Requirements.
	A. General.  New and replacement OWTS septic tanks shall be limited to those approved by the IAPMO or designed by a California registered civil engineer to meet structural design standards acceptable to the Building Official, and their installation sh...
	B. Capacity.  The liquid capacity of all septic tanks shall conform to Table 15.36.050 as determined by (a) the number of bedrooms or dwelling units and (b) the number of plumbing fixture units, whichever is greater.  The minimum total capacity of a s...
	C. Plans.  Plans for septic tanks shall be submitted to the Building Official for approval. Such plans shall show dimensions, reinforcing, structural calculations, and such other pertinent data as required.
	D. Design.  Septic tank design shall be such as to produce a clarified effluent consistent with accepted standards and shall provide adequate space for sludge and scum accumulations. [Ref. MPC H 5.2]
	E. Compartments.  Septic tanks shall have not less than two compartments unless otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.  The inlet compartment of any septic tank shall be not less than two-thirds of the total capacity of the tank, nor less...
	F. Access Manholes.  Access to each septic tank shall be provided by at least two (2) manholes twenty-four (24) inches (610  mm) in minimum diameter.  One (1) access manhole shall be located over the inlet and one (1) access manhole shall be located o...
	G. Pipe Opening Sizes.  The inlet and outlet pipe openings shall not be larger in size than the connecting sewer pipe. The vertical leg of round inlet and outlet fittings shall not be less in size than the connecting sewer pipe nor less than 4 inches ...
	H. Pipe Extension.  The inlet and outlet pipe or baffle shall extend 4 inches (102 mm) above and not less than 12 inches (305 mm) below the water surface. The invert of the inlet pipe shall be at a level not less than 2 inches (51 mm) above the invert...
	I. Free Vent Area.  Inlet and outlet pipe fittings or baffles and compartment partitions shall have a free vent area equal to the required cross-sectional area of the house sewer or private sewer discharging therein to provide free ventilation above t...
	J. Sidewalls.  The sidewalls shall extend not less than 9 inches (229 mm) above the liquid depth. The cover of the septic tank shall be not less than 2 inches (51 mm) above the back vent openings. [Ref. MPC H 5.9]
	K. Partitions and Baffles.  Partitions or baffles between compartments shall be of solid, durable material and shall extend not less than 4 inches (102 mm) above the liquid level. The transfer port between compartments shall be a minimum size equivale...
	L. Effluent Filter.  New and replacement OWTS septic tanks shall be designed to prevent solids in excess of three-sixteenths (3/16) of an inch in diameter from passing to the dispersal system.  Septic tanks that use a NSF/ANSI Standard 46 certified se...
	M. Structural Design.  Septic tanks shall be constructed of solid durable materials not subject to excessive corrosion or decay and shall be watertight.  The structural design of septic tanks shall comply with the following requirements:
	1. Each such tank shall be structurally designed to withstand all anticipated earth or other loads. Septic tank covers shall be capable of supporting an earth load of not less than 500 pounds per square foot (lb/ft2) (2441 kg/m2) where the maximum cov...
	2. In flood hazard areas, and in areas where the groundwater elevation is above the tank bottom, tanks shall be anchored to counter buoyant forces. The vent termination and service manhole of the tank shall be not less than 2 feet (610 mm) above the d...

	N. Materials.  The materials used for constructing a septic tank shall be in accordance with the following:
	1. Materials used in constructing a concrete septic tank shall be in accordance with applicable standards in the California Plumbing Code, Table 1401.1.
	2. Septic tanks constructed of alternate materials shall be permitted to be approved by the Building Official where in accordance with approved applicable standards. Wooden septic tanks shall be prohibited.

	O. Prefabricated Septic Tanks.  Prefabricated septic tanks shall comply with the following requirements:
	1. Manufactured or prefabricated septic tanks shall comply with approved applicable standards and be approved by the Building Official.
	2. Independent laboratory tests and engineering calculations certifying the tank capacity and structural stability shall be provided as required by the Building Official.

	P. Water-tightness Testing Requirements.  All new septic tank installations and modifications to existing septic tanks shall undergo water-tightness testing as follows:
	1. New Tanks.  For new tank installations, the testing shall be done with the access risers in place and the inlet and outlet pipes plugged.  The tank shall be filled with water to a level extending a minimum of two (2) inches into the risers, and mon...
	2. Existing Tanks.  For existing tanks, the tank shall be filled with water to a level even with the invert of the outlet pipe, and monitored for a 1-hour period, with no measurable drop in water level.  However, in cases where there the groundwater l...


	15.36.080 Commercial or Industrial Special Liquid Waste Disposal.
	A. Interceptor.  Where liquid wastes contain excessive amounts of grease, garbage, flammable wastes, sand, or other ingredients that affect the operation of a OWTS, an interceptor for such wastes shall be installed and/or as designed by the OWTS designer
	B. Installation.  Installation of such interceptors shall comply with applicable section of the California Plumbing Code, and their locations shall be in accordance with siting requirements for septic tanks contained in this code.  The Administrative ...
	C. Sampling Box.  A sampling box shall be installed when required by the Building Official.
	D. Design and Structural Requirement.  Interceptors shall be of approved design and be of not less than two (2) compartments unless otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.  Structural requirements shall be in compliance with the applicable...
	E. Location.  Interceptors shall be located as close to the source as possible and be accessible for servicing. Necessary manholes for servicing shall be at grade level and be gastight.
	F. Waste Discharge.  Waste discharge from interceptors may be connected to a septic tank or other OWTS component or be disposed into an approved separate disposal system.
	G. Sizing and Design Criteria.  Based on wastewater flow rates from Table 15.36.030 (B) 3 of this Code and applicable sections of the California Plumbing Code.

	15.36.090 Supplemental Treatment.
	A. General.
	1. “Supplemental (advanced) treatment OWTS” means any onsite wastewater treatment system or system component providing enhanced treatment, over that which would be provided by a conventional system, producing an effluent quality that meets a predeterm...
	2. Supplemental treatment to provide secondary (or better) effluent quality may be provided by (1) site-specific application of sanitary engineering principles/methods (e.g. intermittent sand, aerobic bioreactors with clarifiers) and/or (2) proprietar...
	3. Propriety treatment units cover a category of manufactured or “package” systems specifically developed for residential and other small-scale sewage treatment applications.   Most proprietary designs currently available fall into two general categor...
	4. Disinfection units are an example of a supplemental treatment component, but only have applicability with secondary (or better) effluent quality produced by a supplemental treatment unit per (2) above.
	5. Effluent from supplemental treatment units may be discharged to an approved type of dispersal system, including conventional and pressure distribution trenches or beds, chamber systems, subsurface drip dispersal fields, seepage pits, or combination...

	B. Design Requirements. [Ref. SC P5(PR)(1)(A)]
	1. General.  The OWTS designer and OWTS installer shall follow the proprietary manufacturer’s design, installation, construction, and operations procedures, as applicable.  All supplemental treatment systems shall be operated in compliance with applic...
	2. Tanks and Components.
	a. All tanks shall be structurally sound, watertight, operate in such a manner as to not create odors or vector attraction, be properly vented, and have a functional baffle(s).
	b. All components of the system shall be functional, in good working order, and shall meet the design requirements for the specific site conditions and application for which they are approved.
	c. Proprietary treatment units and components shall be structurally sound, free from defects, be watertight, and not create odor or vector attraction nuisance.  The unit shall be operated in accordance with the approved manufacturer and certification/...


	C. Sizing and Design Criteria.
	1. Design Wastewater Flow.  Sizing and design of supplemental treatment units shall be based on the projected wastewater flow for the building or facility being served, determined in accordance with wastewater flow requirements contained in this code.
	2. Tanks.  Sizing and design of tanks shall be in accordance with the structural and volumetric capacity requirements of this code.  All tanks housing a proprietary treatment unit shall be structurally sound, water-tight and capable of withstanding an...
	3. Controls.  Control panels shall be designed and configured in such a manner that, in the event of a treatment unit malfunction, an alarm system will be triggered and discharge from the treatment system to the dispersal field will be interrupted unt...
	4. Emergency Storage Provisions.  Where a supplemental treatment unit is used in conjunction with a non-gravity fed dispersal system, the system shall provide emergency storage capacity equal to at least the daily wastewater flow (in gallons) or provi...
	5. Compliance with Manufacturer Requirements.  The design shall follow the proprietary manufacturer’s design, installation, construction, and operations procedures, as applicable.


	15.36.100 Conventional Disposal Fields (Leaching Trenches and Beds).
	A. General.  The construction dimensions of the subsurface sewage effluent disposal area of an onsite wastewater treatment system shall be based on soils analysis and/or percolation tests. Soils analysis shall be conducted by a licensed soils engineer...
	B. Sizing and Design Criteria.
	1. Minimum Effective Absorption Area.  The minimum effective absorption area required shall be sufficient for absorption of the daily quantity of liquid waste discharging into the dispersal system, determined by either (1) the required septic tank cap...
	3. Effective Absorption Area.  The effective absorption area of a disposal trench shall normally be calculated as the bottom width.  Sidewall area in excess of the required 12 inches (305 mm) and not exceeding 36 inches (914 mm) below the leach line s...
	4. Leaching Beds.  Where leaching beds are permitted in lieu of trenches, the area of each such bed shall be not less than 50 percent greater than the requirements for trenches. Perimeter sidewall area in excess of the required 12 inches (305 mm) and ...
	5. Leaching Chambers.  Leaching chambers shall be sized on the bottom absorption area (nominal until width) in square feet.

	C. Construction.  Disposal fields shall be constructed in accordance with Table 15.36.070. Disposal fields shall not be installed in uncompacted fill.
	D. Distribution Lines.  Distribution lines shall be constructed of perforated ABS pipe, perforated PVC pipe, or other materials approved by the Administrative Authority, provided that sufficient openings are available for distribution of the effluent ...
	E. Grade Board.  A grade board staked in the trench to the depth of filter material shall be utilized when the distribution line is constructed of material which will not maintain alignment without continuous support.
	F. Distribution Boxes.  Where two or more drain lines are installed, an approved distribution box of sufficient size to receive lateral lines shall be installed at the head of each disposal field. The inverts of outlets shall be level, and the invert ...
	G. Laterals.  Laterals from a distribution box to the disposal field shall be approved pipe with watertight joints. Multiple disposal field laterals, where practicable, shall be of uniform length.
	H. Connections.  Connections between a septic tank and a distribution box shall be laid with approved pipe with watertight joints on natural ground or compacted fill.
	I. Spacing.
	1. Minimum spacing between trenches or leaching beds shall be not less than 4 feet (1,219 mm) plus 2  feet (610 mm) for each additional foot (305 mm) of depth in excess of 1 foot (305 mm) below the bottom of the drain line.
	2. Distribution drain lines in leaching beds shall be not more than 6 feet (1829 mm) apart on centers, and no part of the perimeter of the leaching bed shall exceed 3 feet (914 mm) from a distribution drain line.
	3. When seepage pits are used in combination with disposal fields, the filter material in the trenches shall terminate at least five (5) feet (1524 mm) from the seepage pit excavation.

	J. Surface Covering.  Disposal fields, trenches, and leaching beds shall not be paved over or covered by concrete or a material that is capable of reducing or inhibiting a possible evaporation of sewer effluent. Exceptions may be approved by the Admin...
	K. Joints.  Where necessary on sloping ground to prevent excessive line slope, leach lines or leach beds shall be stepped. The lines between each horizontal section shall be made with watertight joints and shall be designed so each horizontal leaching...
	L. Dosing Tanks.  Where approved by the Administrative Authority, dosing tanks used in conjunction with an OWTS may be used.  Automatic syphon or dosing tanks shall be installed when required or as permitted by the Administrative Authority.

	15.36.110 Seepage Pit Requirements.
	A. General.  The construction dimensions of the subsurface sewage effluent disposal area of an onsite wastewater treatment system utilizing seepage pits shall be based on soils analysis and percolation tests. Soils analysis shall be conducted by a lic...
	B. Sizing and Design Criteria.
	2. Absorption Capacity. The absorption capacity of seepage pits shall be based on the effective absorption area per Effective Absorption Area requirements and the percolation characteristics of the surrounding soil, as determined from results of field...
	3. Minimum Effective Absorption Area.  The minimum effective absorption area required shall be sufficient for absorption of the daily quantity of liquid waste discharging into the dispersal system, based on either (1) the required septic tank capacity...
	4. Multiple Pits and Disposal Combinations.  The minimum required absorption area may be provided in one or more seepage pits or in combination with other dispersal methods, e.g., trenches, beds or subsurface drip dispersal.

	C. Multiple Installations.  Multiple seepage pit installations shall be served through an approved distribution box. Distribution boxes shall have their locations permanently marked with a steel post, concrete marker or other durable material. Additio...
	D. Construction.  Each seepage pit shall be circular in shape and shall have an excavated diameter of not less than four (4) feet (1,219 mm). Approval shall be obtained prior to construction for any pit having an excavated diameter greater than six (6...
	E. Spacing.
	1. Minimum horizontal spacing between seepage pits shall be 12 feet, measured from sidewall to sidewall.
	2. When seepage pits are used in combination with disposal fields, the filter material in the trenches shall terminate at least five (5) feet (1524 mm) from the seepage pit excavation.

	F. Lining.  Seepage pits may be constructed in one of two ways, as follows:
	1. An eight (8) inch (204 mm) white, or other similar approved color, sewer pipe of approved  material  shall  be  installed  true  and  plumb  in  the  center  of the  seepage  pit excavation extending from the bottom of the seepage pit excavation to...
	2. Pre-cast concrete circular sections approved by the Building Official may be used. The void between the pre-cast circular sections and the seepage pit excavation shall have a minimum of six (6) inches (152 mm) of clean three-fourths (3/4) inch (19....

	G. Sidewall.  A seepage pit shall have a minimum side wall of 10 feet (3048 mm) below the inlet.
	H. Cover. The cover/cap of a seepage pit shall be constructed and located as follows:
	1. Approved-type one or two-piece reinforced concrete slabs of not less than 2,500 lb/in2 (1,757,674 kg/m2) minimum compressive strength, not less than 5 inches (127 mm) thick, and designed to support an earth load of not less than 400 pounds per squa...
	2.   Cap depth of the seepage pit (distance from the surface of the ground to the top of the effective portion of the seepage pit) shall be specified by the Engineering Geologist and incorporated as part of the OWTS design.

	I. Inlet Fitting.  An approved vented inlet fitting shall be provided in the seepage pit so arranged as to prevent the inflow from damaging the sidewall.

	15.36.120 Pressure Dosed Leaching Beds and Trenches.
	A. General.  Pressure distribution systems are a variation of a conventional disposal field system that use a pump and small-diameter pressure piping to achieve broad, uniform distribution of wastewater throughout the dispersal field for improved soil...
	B. Applications.  Pressure distribution may be incorporated in any leaching trench/bed disposal field, and is required for the following situations:
	1. Areas with ground slopes between 30% - 45%, in conjunction with supplemental treatment;
	2. Areas with percolation rates of less than 5 mpi or greater than 60 mpi, in conjunction with supplemental treatment;
	3. Beachfront properties;
	4. To allow reduction of minimum vertical separation to groundwater (below trench bottom) from 5 feet to 3 feet or 2 feet for beachfront properties, in conjunction with supplemental treatment;
	5. For large flow systems, e.g., with dispersal field lengths exceeding 500 lineal feet;
	7. Situations as may be determined necessary due to site-specific soil, geology or other conditions.

	C. Siting Criteria.
	1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for pressure distribution trench systems shall be those applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in sections of this code.
	2. Vertical Separation Requirements.
	a. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater for pressure distribution trench systems, as measured from trench bottom, shall be three (3) feet.
	b. Soil Depth.  Minimum depth of soil, as measured from trench bottom to impermeable soil or rock, for pressure distribution trench systems shall be three (3) feet.

	3. Percolation Rate. Average percolation rate for pressure distribution trench systems shall be within the range of 1 mpi to 120 mpi, as determined in accordance with standard percolation requirements for conventional dispersal trenches.
	4. Ground Slope.  Maximum ground slope in areas used for pressure distribution systems shall be 45 percent.  An evaluation of the disposal area shall be included in a slope stability report.

	D. Sizing and Design Criteria.
	1. Wastewater treatment. Pressure distribution trench systems may be used for dispersal effluent that has received either: (1) primary treatment through an appropriately sized septic tank(s); or (2) supplemental treatment (secondary or better), using ...
	2. Sizing. Pressure distribution trench systems shall be sized by percolation rates in the same manner as conventional dispersal trenches, according to requirements in this code and the Malibu OWTS Manual.
	3. Pressure Dosing. Septic tank effluent shall be applied to the pressure distribution trench system by pressure dosing, utilizing a pump system or automatic dosing siphon.  The pressure distribution system shall be designed in accordance with accepte...
	a. Uniform dosing of wastewater effluent throughout the system of pressure distribution trenches;
	b. Adequate flow rate, screening of effluent and suitable piping network to preclude solids accumulation in the pipes or clogging of discharge orifices;
	c. Suitable access provisions for inspection, testing and adjustment of the pressure distribution system; and
	d. Dosing volume to achieve minimum of 3 to 5 doses per day at design flow conditions.

	4. Pump System or Dosing Siphon.   The pump system or dosing siphon, as applicable, shall be: (a) appropriate for sewage applications; (b) of the size and type to meet hydraulic design requirements consistent with engineering practice; and (c) designe...

	E. Construction and Materials.
	1. Dispersal Trenches.  Pressure distribution trenches shall conform to the same design and construction requirements as conventional trench requirements contained in this code, with the exception that the piping system shall consist of pressure pipin...
	2. Pressure Distribution Piping.
	a. Pressure-Rated Pipe Material.  All pipe, fittings and valves shall be pressure-rated PVC pipe, minimum 150 psi.
	b. Solvent Welded.  All joints in the pressure piping system shall be solvent welded.
	c. Pipe Sizing. All pressure distribution pipes and fittings, including transport lines, manifolds, laterals and valves, must be adequately sized for the design flow, and shall be designed to minimize frictional losses to the maximum extent practicable.
	d. Thrust Blocks.  Concrete thrust blocks, or equivalent restraint, shall be provided at sharp changes in piping directions.
	e. Shut-off Valves.  The distribution lateral for each trench shall be fitted with a shut-off valve to adjust or terminate the flow to individual trenches.  This valve may be either a ball or gate valve, and shall be located in a utility/valve box.
	f. Lateral End Riser.  The end of each lateral shall be fitted with a 90o long sweep to facilitate line cleaning and hydraulic testing.  The end riser pipe shall also be fitted with a ball valve and/or threaded end cap or plug, housed in a valve box.



	15.36.130 Subsurface Drip Dispersal.
	A. General.
	B. Applications.
	1. Areas with ground slopes between 30% - 45%.
	2. Areas with percolation rates of less than 5 mpi or greater than 60 mpi;
	3. To allow reduction of minimum vertical separation to groundwater (below trench bottom) from 5 feet to 3 feet;
	4. To allow reduction of horizontal setbacks as approved by the Administrative Authority; and
	5. Situations as may be determined necessary due to site-specific soil, geology or other conditions with approval from the Administrative Authority.

	C. Siting Criteria.
	1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for drip dispersal systems shall be those applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in this code or as otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.
	2. Vertical Separation Requirements.
	a. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater for drip dispersal systems, as measured from the dripline, shall be two (2) feet.
	b. Soil Depth.  Minimum depth of soil, as measured from bottom of dripline to impermeable soil or rock, for drip dispersal systems shall be five (5) feet, unless otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.

	3. Ground Slope.  Maximum ground slope in areas used for drip dispersal systems shall be 45 percent.  .  An evaluation of the disposal area shall be included in a slope stability report.

	D. Sizing and Design Criteria.
	1. Wastewater Treatment.
	a. Wastewater effluent discharged to any drip dispersal system shall be treated to at least a secondary level through an approved supplemental treatment system, in accordance with applicable sections of this code.
	b. All drip dispersal systems shall include a filtering device capable of filtering particles larger than 100 microns; this device shall be located downstream of the supplemental treatment system.
	c. Additional requirements may be assigned in connection with criteria for use in Advanced Protection Management Areas.

	2. Dripfield Sizing.
	a. Wastewater Design Flow.  Drip dispersal systems shall be designed to accept the design wastewater flow for the building or facility being served, determined in accordance with wastewater flow requirements contained in applicable sections of this co...
	b. Wastewater Application Rates.  Wastewater application rates used for sizing drip dispersal fields shall be based on either (1) soil percolation rate determined in accordance with methods described in the Malibu OWTS Manual or (2) soil classificatio...
	c. Dripfield Area. Minimum sizing of the dripfield area shall be equal to the design wastewater flow divided by the applicable wastewater application rate from the section above.
	d. Drip Emitter Coverage.  For sizing purposes, effective ground surface area used for drip field sizing calculations shall be limited to no more than 4.0 square feet per drip emitter.  For example, 200 lineal feet of dripline with emitters at 2-foot ...
	e. Dripfield Zones. Dripfields may be divided into multiple zones which may be located in different areas of a site, as desired or needed to provide the required dripfield size.  A single continuous dripfield area is not required. However, any areas p...

	3. Pressure Dosing.  Secondary-treated effluent shall be delivered to the dripfield by pressure, employing a pump system and timed dosing.  The pressure distribution system shall be designed in accordance with accepted engineering practices and manufa...
	a. Uniform dosing of treated effluent;
	b. An adequate dosing volume and pressure per manufacturer’s guidelines;
	c. Adequate flow rate, final filtering of effluent and suitable piping network to preclude solids accumulation in the pipes and driplines or clogging of discharge emitters;
	d. A means of automatically flushing the filter and driplines at regular intervals; and
	e. Suitable access provisions for inspection, testing and adjustment of the dripfield and components.
	f. As applicable, additional requirements for design and construction of pressure distribution piping systems specified for “Pressure Distribution Systems” in this code shall also apply.


	E. Construction and Materials.
	1. Dripline Material.  Dripline shall be manufactured and intended for use with secondary quality wastewater, with minimum 45 mil tubing wall thickness, bacterial growth inhibitor(s), and means of protection against root intrusion.
	2. Dripfield Layout.  The bottom of each dripline row shall be level and parallel to the slope contour.
	3. Dripline Depth.  The dripline depth shall be installed at a minimum depth of twelve (12) inches below grade and must be continuously covered by a minimum depth of twelve (12) inches of soil/mulch.  Deeper placement of driplines may be considered on...
	4. Length of Individual Driplines.  The maximum dripline length shall be designed in accordance with accepted engineering practices and in accordance with the manufacturer’s criteria and recommendations.
	5. Line and Emitter Spacing.  Line and emitter spacing shall be designed as appropriate for soil conditions, slope, and contour.  There shall be a minimum spacing of 12 inches between emitters and no emitter shall be located less than 12 inches from t...


	15.36.140 Beachfront OWTS.
	A. General.  All proposed OWTS on beachfront properties shall be designed and installed in accordance with this code; Local Coastal Program/Local Implementation Plan, Chapter 18 OWTS standards; City Coastal Engineering requirements and shoreline prote...
	B. Siting Criteria.
	1. Setbacks.  Horizontal setback requirements for beachfront development shall be the same as those applicable to conventional dispersal fields, as specified in sections of this code with noted exceptions, criteria contained in the Malibu OWTS Manual,...
	2. Vertical Separation Requirements.
	a. Depth to Tidal Water and soil.  The bottom of any leach trench or drainfield shall have a minimum of two (2) feet temporary (seasonal) clearance and four (4) feet (annual average) permanent clearance above the mean high tide elevation, saturated zo...
	b. Depth to Groundwater.  Minimum depth to seasonal high groundwater, as measured from trench bottom, shall be five (5) feet or as otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.


	C. Sizing and Design Criteria.  Dispersal system shall be sized and designed in the same manner as pressure distribution system as applicable, according to requirements in this code and the Malibu OWTS Manual.  Effluent dispersal/disposal capacity sha...

	15.36.150 Inspection and Testing. [Ref. MPC H 10]
	A. General.
	1. Applicable provisions of the Malibu Municipal Code related to inspections for building permits shall be required. Approved OWTS plans shall be required to be available for review at the construction site during inspections.
	8. System components shall be properly identified as to manufacturer. Septic tanks or other components of the OWTS shall have the rated capacity permanently marked on the unit.
	9. Septic tanks and other components of the OWTS shall be installed as required by the Building Official and manufacturer requirements.
	4. The dispersal system shall be installed at the same location and depth as shown on approved plans.

	5. Construction inspections by the project engineering geologist and OWTS designer shall be conducted as required by the qualified professional or Administrative Authority.
	6. Flow Test. A flow test shall be performed through the system to the point of effluent disposal. All lines and components shall be watertight as applicable. Capacities, required air space, fittings and performance requirements shall comply with the ...

	B. Leach Trenches / Beds.  Filter Material. Before placing filter material or drain lines in a prepared excavation, all smeared or compacted surfaces shall be removed by raking to a depth of one (1) inch (25.4 mm) and the loose material removed. Clean...
	C. Seepage Pits.
	1. The seepage pits shall be located in accordance with the approved plot plan or as otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.
	2. All seepage pits shall be fed through effluent laterals which are connected to a distribution box.  No seepage pits shall be installed in series.
	3. Filter material, when used, is to be two (2) to two and one half (21/2) inch washed gravel.  The filter material should not contain fine materials.  The installer must demonstrate the gravel is washed by submittal of documentation from supplier or ...
	4. The effluent line installed within the seepage pit shall be a minimum eight (8) inch white (or similar approved color) PVC schedule 40 or SDR 35 piping installed true and plumb.   The effluent line shall have holes drilled each 1201 of the pipe cir...
	5. Lined seepage pits shall be allowed when approved by the Administrative Authority and comply with Section H 701.0 of the California Plumbing Code.

	D. Pressure Distribution Trench Systems.  At a minimum, inspection of the pressure distribution trench system installation should include the items listed below. This is in addition to inspection work required for a supplemental treatment system, if u...
	1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the supply and return piping, pump system and appurtenances is provided and construction procedures discussed;
	2. Water tightness of septic tank and dosing (pump) tank;
	3. Pipe or drip field layout, piping materials and installation, and all associated valves and connections;
	4. Hydraulic testing of the pressure pipe system;
	5. Functioning and setting of all control devices; and
	6. Final Inspection to verify that all construction elements are in conformance with the approved plans and specifications, and operation and maintenance guidelines/manual are provided to owner.

	E. Drip Dispersal Systems.  At a minimum, inspection of the drip dispersal system installation should include the items listed below. This is in addition to inspection work required for a supplemental treatment system, if used.  Joint inspection by th...
	1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the drip lines, supply and return piping, pump system and appurtenances is provided and construction procedures discussed;
	2. Water tightness of septic tank and dosing (pump) tank;
	3. Drip field layout, piping materials and installation, and all associated valves and connections;
	4. Hydraulic testing of the drip system;
	5. Functioning and setting of all control devices; and
	6. Final Inspection to verify that all construction elements are in conformance with the approved plans and specifications, erosion control has been completed; and operation and maintenance guidelines/manual are provided to owner and Building Official.

	F. Tanks. Septic tanks and other OWTS vessels shall be filled with water to flow line and piping as applicable prior to requesting inspection. Seams or joints shall be left exposed (except the bottom), and the tank shall remain watertight.
	G. Supplemental Treatment Units.  The following minimum inspections prior to commencing construction or covering any elements of the system shall be required.  Joint inspection by the OWTS designer, OWTS installer, and Building Official may be required.
	1. Pre-construction inspection where the construction staking or marking of the treatment unit is to be placed and installation procedures are discussed;
	2. Testing of the treatment unit:
	a. Function and setting of all control devices and alarms.
	b. Water-tightness of septic tank, treatment tank(s), and dosing tank, as applicable.

	3. At final inspection completion and acceptance form signed/stamped by the OWTS designer, OWTS installer, OWTS operation and maintenance provider attesting that the treatment unit has been installed and is operating in conformance with design specifi...




	SECTION 3. Amendments
	Chapter 15.38
	15.38.010 Purpose.
	15.38.020 Definitions.
	15.38.030 OWTS Operating Permit Requirement.
	A. Any person owning real property served by an onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS) shall be responsible for: (1) obtaining all inspections and permits required by this chapter; (2) ensuring the continued maintenance and proper functioning of th...
	B. Properties not Currently Served by an OWTS. Any applicant proposing a development project that includes the construction of a new OWTS on real property not currently served by OWTS shall be required to apply for and obtain an operating permit for t...
	C. Properties Currently Served by an OWTS. The owner of real property served by an existing OWTS shall be required to apply for and obtain an operating permit for the OWTS in each of the following circumstances:
	1. With any application by the owner (or owner’s agent) for a permit to repair, alter, modify, replace, renovate, or relocate the existing OWTS. The application for the operating permit shall be concurrent with the application for any required develop...
	2. With any application by the owner (or owner’s agent) for any alteration, modification, remodel, or repair of any structure on the property that involves the addition of plumbing fixture units or results in any increase in the load to the existing O...
	3. Prior to any “purchase” or “change in ownership” (as those terms are defined in Division 1, Part 0.5, Chapter 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code) of real property served by an OWTS for which there is no valid, unexpired operating permit. If an insp...
	4. All owners of real property improved with the following uses shall apply for and obtain an operating permit for the OWTS serving the property:
	a. Restaurant uses.
	b. All commercial uses other than restaurants.
	c. Multifamily uses and condominiums.

	5. When any content of an OWTS has spilled onto the surface of the ground or into any building served by the OTWS, the owner of the real property served by the OWTS, authorized representative, or the company pumping the OWTS must submit a Septage Pump...
	6. When any content of an OWTS has been pumped out, whether completely or partially, three (3) or more times during any 180 day period, the owner of the real property served by the OWTS, authorized representative,   or  company pumping the OWTS must s...

	D. Transfer of Operating Permit. Operating permits are issued to the owner of the real property served by the OWTS. Within thirty (30) days of any change in ownership of real property served by an OWTS for which there is a valid and unexpired operatin...
	E. For purposes of this chapter, homeowners associations will be considered the owner of the real property for condominiums and townhouses.
	F. All onsite wastewater treatment systems serving commercial and multifamily uses are subject to specific or general wastewater discharge requirements/permits as established and issued by the Los Angeles County Regional Water Quality Control Board. (...
	H. Conditions are required for an operating permit when the OWTS cannot be maintained in accordance with this code, in conjunction with development permits, as part of the approval for an alternative OWTS, or as otherwise directed by the Administrativ...

	15.38.040 Renewal of OWTS Operating Permits.
	A. Operating permits for OWTSs serving commercial or multifamily uses shall be valid for two years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative authority pursuant to this chapter.
	B. Operating permits for advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems serving single-family uses shall be valid for three years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative authority pursuant to this chapter.
	C. Operating permits for conventional onsite wastewater treatment systems serving single-family uses shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked by the administrative authority pursuant to this chapter.
	D. The owner of real property served by an OWTS is responsible for the timely renewal of the operating permit. It shall be a violation of this chapter for an owner of real property served by an OWTS to allow an operating permit to lapse for a period l...

	15.38.050 OWTS Inspection and Operating Permit Criteria.
	A. An operating permit will not be issued to a property owner until the OWTS has been inspected by a city-approved OWTS inspector and found to be operating in compliance with the guidelines for the inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems (“g...
	B. All inspections required by this chapter shall be conducted by a city-approved OWTS inspector in accordance with the guidelines.
	C. The results of any inspection required by this chapter shall be reported to the administrative authority by the OWTS inspector on the official inspection form for onsite wastewater treatment systems.
	D. The administrative authority shall establish and approve the guidelines for the inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems and the official inspection form for onsite wastewater treatment systems and any amendments thereto.
	E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any person who falsifies, misrepresents, or fraudulently alters or manipulates a system inspection report shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008)

	15.38.060 Approval of OWTS Inspectors.
	A. All OWTS inspections required by this chapter must be performed by a registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector certificate holder. Registration of OWTS inspectors is governed by Chapter 5.38.
	B. The city of Malibu shall maintain a list of all currently approved OWTS inspectors. A copy of the list may be obtained by any person upon request. (Ord. 360 § 2, 2011; Ord. 321 § 2, 2008)

	15.38.070 Point of Sale/Renewal of Operating Permit OWTS Inspection and Permitting Procedures.
	A. Certificates of Inspection. If an inspection of the OWTS prior to a renewal, purchase or change in ownership reveals that the OWTS is in need of any repair, modification, upgrade or replacement, the property owner may request a certificate of inspe...
	B. Operating Permits. The city shall issue an operating permit when: (1) all required repairs, modifications, replacements, and/or upgrades identified in the official inspection form and the compliance agreement have been completed to the satisfaction...

	15.38.080 Revocation of Operating Permit.
	A. Grounds. The administrative authority may revoke or suspend an operating permit if the property owner is found to be in violation of any condition(s) of the permit or if the property owner is found to be in violation of any applicable requirements ...
	B. Procedure. If the administrative authority has reason to believe that grounds for revocation or suspension of an operating permit exist, the administrative authority shall notify the property owner by certified mail to the address of the real prope...
	C. Appeals. The property owner may appeal the revocation or suspension of the operating permit by the administrative authority to the building board of appeals in accordance with Section 112 of the building code. (Ord. 321 § 2, 2008)

	15.38.090 Operating Permit Fees.
	15.38.100 Violations.


	SECTION 4. Amendments
	Chapter 5.38
	5.38.010 Purpose.
	5.38.020 Definitions.
	A. “Certificate holder” means the person who is appropriately registered as an onsite wastewater treatment system practitioner with the city.
	B. “Certification” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity as evidence by a certificate of completion.
	C. “Conventional OWTS” means a wastewater treatment system providing primary treatment with a septic tank and subsurface dispersal area consisting of leach trenches, leach beds, or leach chambers.  A conventional OWTS may utilize gravity flow or a pum...
	D. “Licensure” means the obtainment of the appropriate state of California licensing as a contractor, a registered civil engineer, a registered professional geologist, or a registered environmental health specialist.
	E. “Malibu Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Manual” (Malibu OWTS Manual) means the document developed, maintained and amended, as needed from time-to-time, by the City of Malibu containing guidelines for implementation of this chapter.
	F. “Onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS)” means a system or series of systems, of pipes, tanks, trenches, seepage pits and other components used for the collection, treatment and subsurface dispersal of wastewater.  This term is synonymous with p...
	G. “Operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M)” means regular inspection, monitoring, and service provided to onsite wastewater treatment systems to insure the system is properly functioning and to insure their long-term viability.
	H. “Person” means any individual, corporation, association, firm, organization, partnership, or company.
	I. “Registered designer” means a person approved by the city to perform site evaluations and design of conventional and alternative (pressure distribution and supplemental treatment) onsite wastewater treatment system having met the requirements for r...
	J. “Registered inspector” means a person approved by the city to inspect the condition and operation of onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration in this chapter.
	K. “Registered installer” means a person approved by the city to install onsite wastewater treatment systems having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter.
	L. “Registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) specialist” means a person approved by the city to perform operation, monitoring, and maintenance assessments and routine maintenance of OWTS having met the requirements for registration as ...
	M. “Registered residuals manager (pumper)” means a person approved by the city to pump septic tanks, wastewater treatment tanks, and pump chambers having met the requirements for registration as specified in this chapter.
	N. “Registration” means the successful completion of course work and testing by a third party entity as evidenced by a certificate of completion.
	O. “Site evaluation” means an assessment of the characteristics of the site sufficient to determine its suitability for an OWTS to meet the requirements of this Code.  Site evaluations shall be in accordance with procedures and criteria established in...
	P. “Supplemental (advanced) treatment OWTS” means any onsite wastewater treatment system or system component providing additional treatment, so that the effluent meets a predetermined performance requirement prior to discharge of effluent into the dis...
	Q. “Wastewater” means sewage that is designated as “blackwater” and/or “graywater.”
	1. “Blackwater” means wastewater contaminated with human wastes, generally originating from toilets. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from water closets, toilets, urinals, kitchen sinks, food preparation sinks, or other simila...
	2. “Graywater” means wastewater, exclusive of blackwater or industrial waste, deposited into plumbing drainage system or exiting directly from wastewater generating appliances. It includes, but is not limited to, wastewater discharges from washing mac...
	5.38.030 Applicability.


	5.38.040 City Registration of OWTS Practitioners.
	A. Registered Wastewater Residuals Management Requirements (Pumpers).
	1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in wastewater residuals removal (pumping) from any septic tank, distribution box, dispersal area; including, but not limited to, leach fields and seepage pits, a chemical or portable toilet, or the removal of...
	2. Upon pumping any septic tank, distribution box, dispersal area, including but not limited to leach fields and seepage pits, a chemical or portable toilet, or the removal of any other accumulations of sewage, pumpers shall complete a “Septage Pumpin...
	3. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered wastewater residuals management entity (pumper) shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the s...
	4. Requirements for initial registered wastewater residuals management (pumper) registration and for the re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the following:
	a. The pumper shall demonstrate to the city that the vehicles used to pump and transport septage meet the following requirements:
	Are registered with the state of California Department of Motor Vehicles; and
	Are registered with the county of Los Angeles Department of Public Health and/or Ventura County Environmental Health Division and maintained in full compliance with all of their requirements; and
	All outer contact surfaces and fittings shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition while stored or in transit; and
	All discharge valves shall be in good repair, free from leaks and fitted with water-tight caps; and
	The name of the operating person shall be prominently displayed on the sides of any pump tank vehicle.

	b. The pumper shall provide the city with a list of all proposed authorized disposal sites that will be used for the deposition of any septage or holding tank wastes for approval by the city. The specific site used for each pumping shall be indicated ...
	c. The pumper applicant shall successfully complete a written and/or field examination of the applicant’s knowledge of residuals handling principles and the rules, regulations, laws, and ordinances affecting public health and safety with respect to th...

	5. Requirements for pumper registration renewal shall include the following:
	a. The pumper shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration;
	b. The pumper shall provide the city with an opportunity to inspect pump vehicles and demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this section; and
	c. The pumper shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of three hours of educational courses approved by the city. Acceptable educational courses must have a curriculum associated with the pumping, handling, and disposal of onsite was...

	6. Pumper registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. A pumper’s registration shall not be transferable.

	B. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Installer Requirements (Installer).
	1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the construction, alteration, repair or modification of an onsite wastewater treatment system within the city of Malibu, without first obtaining a registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer ce...
	2. Any person seeking registered status with the city as an onsite wastewater treatment system installer shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stated address...
	3. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer registration and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the following:
	a. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall successfully complete a written and/or field examination of the applicant’s knowledge of onsite wastewater treatment system principles and the rules, regulations, laws, and...
	b. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall provide verification to the city of the applicant’s state of California contractor’s license status as a Class A (general engineering contractor) or Specialty C-42 (sanitat...
	c. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer applicant shall provide sufficient evidence to the city demonstrating a minimum of two years’ experience in the installation of OWTS. Acceptable evidence includes the time in possession of...

	4. Requirements for registered onsite wastewater treatment system installer certificate renewal:
	a. The installer shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration; and
	b. The installer shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of four hours of educational courses approved by the city. Acceptable educational courses must have a curriculum associated with the function, design, and construction of advan...

	5. Installer registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. An installer’s certificate shall not be transferable.

	C. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Designer Requirements (Designer).
	1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the design of conventional and/or advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems or portions thereof, including site evaluation, within the city of Malibu, without first obtaining a registered onsite wastewa...
	2. Unless pre-empted by state law, statutes, or regulations, the following registered and/or licensed professionals shall be eligible to apply to the city for registration as an onsite wastewater treatment system designer:
	a. California registered civil engineer;
	b. California registered professional geologist;
	c. California registered environmental health specialist.

	3. Unless such a requirement is preempted by state law, statutes, or regulations, and notwithstanding subsection (C)(2) of this section, other qualified persons may be considered, on a case-by-case basis, for registered onsite wastewater treatment sys...
	a. Provisional Registration. An applicant for registration as a designer that meets all the requirements of this section other than those requirements specified in subsection (C)(2) of this section, shall be provisionally registered by the city when e...
	b. Full Registration. A provisionally registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer that meets all the requirements of this section other than those requirements specified in subsection (C)(2) of this section, shall be fully registered by the...

	4. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer shall file and maintain with the city a current mailing address, and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the state...
	5. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer application and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the following:
	a. The registered designer applicant shall provide documentation to the city of the applicant’s current licensure and/or registration status as required in subsection (C)(2); and
	b. The registered designer applicant shall successfully complete a written and/or field examination to assure knowledge of onsite wastewater treatment system principles and the rules, regulations, laws, and ordinances affecting the public health and s...
	c. The registered designer applicant shall provide verification to the city of either:
	i. The demonstration of successful completion of a third-party training program for onsite wastewater treatment system design, and/or operating, monitoring, and maintenance administered by a third-party entity approved by the city, or
	ii. Documentation of two years’ experience working with a city registered designer.


	6. Requirements for registered designer certification renewal shall include the following:
	a. The registered designer shall renew the registration prior to the date of the certificate’s expiration; and
	b. The registered designer shall demonstrate to the city an ongoing minimum annual attendance of eight hours of classes approved by the city dealing with subject matter related to application, design, and construction of onsite wastewater treatment sy...

	7. Registered onsite wastewater treatment system designer certificates shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. A registered designer’s certificate shall be nontransferable.

	D. Registered Operation, Monitoring, and Maintenance (OM&M) Specialist Requirements.
	1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the operating, monitoring, and maintenance of any onsite wastewater treatment system within the city of Malibu, without first having obtained a registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) spec...
	2. Registered OM&M specialists shall complete a maintenance record form for each monitoring and/or maintenance operation conducted on an OWTS. The maintenance record form shall be provided to the city within fifteen (15) days of the completion of the ...
	3. Registered OM&M specialists shall provide notification to the city within fifteen (15) days of any termination of service.
	4. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance specialist shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the...
	5. Requirements for initial registered operation, monitoring, and maintenance specialist application and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the following:
	a. The registered OM&M specialist applicant shall successfully complete a written examination and certification by a third-party entity approved by the city or, in the event that a third-party entity is not available, successful passage of a written e...
	b. The registered OM&M specialist applicant shall provide verification to the city of at least one of the following:
	i. A minimum of two years’ experience providing operational oversight and maintenance of advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems within the city evidenced by maintenance contracts,
	ii. A minimum of two years’ experience working with a registered OM&M specialist, or
	iii. A minimum two years’ experience working as a registered designer, or
	iv. A letter of reference from a recognized manufacturer of supplemental treatment system equipment attesting to the applicants qualifications to operate and maintain advanced onsite wastewater treatment systems.


	6. Requirements for OM&M specialist certificate renewal shall include the following:
	a. The OM&M specialist shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration;
	b. The OM&M specialist shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of eight hours of classes dealing with subject matter related to application, design, construction, operation, monitoring, and/or maintenance of onsite wastewater treatme...

	7. OM&M specialist registration shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. An OM&M specialist’s certificate shall not be transferable.

	E. Registered Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Inspector Requirements (Inspector).
	1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in the inspection of an onsite wastewater treatment system within the city of Malibu without first obtaining a registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector certificate from the city.
	2. Any person seeking registered status with the city as a registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector shall file and maintain a current mailing address with the city, and shall agree that correspondence and notices may be sent to the stat...
	3. Requirements for initial registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector registration and for re-registration when the registration has lapsed without renewal shall include the following:
	a. The registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant must be a California certified engineering geologist, a California registered professional geotechnical engineer, a California registered civil engineer, a California registered ...
	b. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant must attend onsite wastewater treatment system inspection training presented by the city for the understanding and use of the city’s official inspection form for OWTS and the city’s “Guidel...
	c. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant shall pass an examination prepared and administered by the city of Malibu or a third-party entity approved by the city. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector exam shall be design...
	d. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector applicant shall be required to maintain his or her accreditation with the city approved training entity according to that entity’s specific guidelines. City accreditation shall be renewed every two y...

	4. Requirements for Inspector Registration Renewal.
	1. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector shall renew the registration prior to the date of the registration’s expiration; and
	2. The onsite wastewater treatment system inspector shall demonstrate to the city a minimum annual attendance of four hours of educational courses approved by the city. Acceptable educational courses must have a curriculum associated with the function...
	5. Registered onsite wastewater treatment system inspector certificate shall remain valid for two consecutive years and may be renewed. An inspector’s certificate shall not be transferable. (Ord. 368 §§ 1—3, 2012; Ord. 360 § 1, 2011)


	5.38.050 City Review and Oversight.
	A. A certificate holder’s registration may be suspended by the city for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days for incompetency, negligence, misrepresentation, or for failure by the certificate holder to comply with any other requirement of this chap...
	B. A certificate holder’s registration may be revoked by the city for a period of one year for serious or repeated violations of any of the requirements of this chapter. The city shall serve the certificate holder with a notice of registration revocat...
	C. Any certificate holder whose registration has been revoked may not reapply until one year has elapsed from the date of revocation and shall be required to take the written examination again prior to issuance of a new certificate.
	D. Administrative Review.
	1. Any certificate holder whose registration is subject to suspension or subject to revocation by the city may file a request for administrative review. The request must be in writing and filed with the city on or before the fifteenth (15th) calendar ...
	2. Upon timely receipt of a request for administrative review that complies with the requirements of this section, the city shall refer the matter to an administrative hearing officer to conduct a hearing. The administrative hearing officer shall be s...
	3. Any administrative hearing conducted under this section need not be conducted according to technical rules relating to evidence and witnesses. Any relevant evidence shall be admitted if it is the type of evidence on which responsible persons are ac...
	4. The administrative hearing officer shall issue a written decision that shall include findings to support the decision. The hearing officer shall issue his or her decision within fifteen (15) calendar days after the hearing is concluded. The hearing...


	5.38.060 Fees.
	5.38.070 Violations.
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