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What We Do
Environmental Programs carries out the City’s environmental responsibilities of water quality and sanitation to 
ensure public safety. The Division provides a system of management, supervision, and support, while maintaining 
responsible stewardship of Malibu’s unique environmental resources. This is integrated throughout all aspects of 
the implementation of our programs.

Essential Program Activities:

1. Assisting Building and Safety towards safeguarding the health and safety of the community, property, and 
environment.

2. Ensuring that land development projects incorporate best management practices and engineering measures to 
control storm water pollution;

3. Demonstrating City compliance with the MS4 regional storm water discharge permit;

4. Serving as a Qualified Local Agency for permitting and oversight of onsite wastewater treatment systems (a.k.a. 
“septic systems”); and

5. Managing solid waste collection and hauling to ensure the orderly disposal and recycling of refuse and other 
used materials.



CLIMATE 
AWARENESS



Project Description:
• Addresses issues related to coastal erosion, sea level 

rise, habitat protection, and water quality
• Develop draft report and interactive GIS to show sea 

level rise scenarios
• Showcase technical findings and maps at public 

workshops

COASTAL VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT



Outreach:
• 3000 postcards
• 8000 emails
• 3000 phone calls
• 16 stakeholder meetings

COASTAL VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT



Accomplishments:
• Kickoff presentation to City Council
• November 2023: In-person and 

virtual public workshops (88 
attendees)

• Recording of workshop (123 views)
• Public survey (76 respondents)

Completed:
Phase 1 of Project

COASTAL VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

www.Malibucity.org/Coastal



Phase 2 Begins:
• Second workshop and more outreach 

• April 18 @ 5:00 PM
• April 30 @ 3:00 PM

• Focus on community's requested next steps
• Second public survey
• Present findings to Subcommittee
• Finalize Coastal Vulnerability Assessment report

COASTAL VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT



CLIMATE AWARENESS

• Participate in climate-related 
conversations

• "Climate change does not wait for action"
• Present on winter preparedness and 

upcoming El Nino
• Provide emergency response to changes 

caused by climate



EROSION
CONTROL



EROSION CONTROL

Project Description:

• 60 total sites being monitored
• Temporary erosion control 

measures
• Interdepartmental coordination
• Multiple cases of earth 

movement in different sections 
of Malibu



Proactive Responsibilities

• Emergency Response

• Handouts and Checklists

• Public Notification

SLOPE FAILURES



Slope Failure Sites:

• 60 Sites

• Over 600 inspections

• Temporary Erosion Control plans

• Best Management Practices

MONITORING AND INSPECTIONS



Bridges and Roads

• Two Private Bridges

• One Private Road

MONITORING AND INSPECTIONS



Short Term Tasks

• Winterization Plan to include BMPs
• Plan requires Geology, Building Safety, and 

Public Works Review
• Emergency Grading Permit

Long Term Repair
• Submit ECPD to Planning for review and 

routing to other departments
• ECDP requires Geology, Building Safety, and 

Public Works Review
• Grading Permit

SLOPE REMEDIATION



CLEAN
WATER



National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System permit (MS4 Permit)
• Protect beneficial uses in receiving waters
• Partner with LA County Flood Control District and 

County of Los Angeles
• Watershed Management Program (WMP)
• Coordinate with Regional Water Quality Control 

Board

Completed:
• Final Approval of 5-year update (November 2023)

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT



Coordinated Integrated Monitoring Program 
(CIMP):

• Monitoring, activities, programs, projects in 
WMP

• Monitor 13 shoreline sites 3+ times/week
• Review sampling results
• MS4 Permit

MONITORING



Stormwater Inspections:
• Commercial: 140
• Construction: 435
• Illicit Discharge/Illicit Connection: 37

MS4 PERMIT



Program Description:
• Restaurants integrating sustainability
• Inspections twice per year
• Issue Clean Bay window decal

Complete:
• Certified 48 restaurants that met 100% of Clean Bay 

requirements

CLEAN BAY RESTAURANTS



• Protect public health, safety, the environment, and 
water quality by ensuring safe and effective 
wastewater treatment and disposal

• Regulating onsite wastewater treatment systems 
(OWTS) and practitioners

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT



• 803 Operating Permits issued
• 746 notices issued
• 88 septic permits issued
• 70 practitioners renewed
• OWTS TAC meetings
Complete:
• Presentation to City Council
• OWTS Practitioner Ethics and Code Refresher
• NAWT Training
• Renewal of City-registered OWTS Practitioners

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT



SOLID WASTE & 
RECYCLING



Organics Recycling Program
• d

• Malibu residents and businesses are in 
100% compliance

• Monthly virtual educational meetings
• Provided residents 91 Kitchen collection bins

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT



SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Edible Food Recovery Program
• d

• Tier 2 business (Large events, restaurants 
and hotels) are now required to have an 
edible food recovery program in place

• Malibu currently has five (5) local food 
recovery organizations

• Staff completes quarterly inspections for 
compliance and review TUPs

Visit MalibuCity.org/FoodRecovery



SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Compliance and Enforcement:
• Compliance: City staff attends regular 

CalRecycle and LA County SB 1383 meetings
 CalRecycle conference call and site visit

• Enforcement procedure for conducting 
inspections and recordkeeping required by 
SB 1383:
 30- and 60-day notices



DUMPSTER LOCKING LIDS

March 2023

ESD inspections: 59
Notices sent: 6

June 2023

ESD inspections: 59
Notices sent: 3

September 2023

ESD inspections: 57
Notices sent: 7

November/December 
2023

ESD inspections: 59
Notices sent: 1



COMPLIANCE REPORTING

CalRecycle

MS4 Permit

CCWTF

Local Agency 
Management Program

Annual 303 Household Hazardous Waste report 
and CalRecycle annual report

Annual and Semi-Annual Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System Report; monthly Malibu Creek and Lagoon Bacteria 

Total Maximum Daily Load monitoring reports

Annual, Semi-Annual, and Quarterly Civic Center 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Groundwater and Surface 

Water Monitoring reports

Annual and 5-Year Water Quality report



COMPLIANCE REPORTING

Recycling Reporting Statistics:
• Solid Waste Diversion from Landfill

• 22 permitted haulers
• 37 C&D recycling reports
• 87% waste reduction
• 5,944 tons recycled

• Temporary Use Permits/Large Events
• 50% waste reduction
• Minimum recycling requirements are met
• New requirement in 2024 to recycle organics



COMPLIANCE REPORTING: 
Fire Rebuilds

• Assisted 23 fire rebuild properties to 
receive their Certificate of Occupancy

• Prioritized and dedicated time and 
efforts for fire rebuild properties

• Counter appointments and 
continuous communication



ENERGY



CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE

• Malibu CPA Customer Status:
• Malibu’s Overall 

Participation: 95.3%
• Malibu CPA customers 

receiving 100% Green 
Power: 96.5%

• City staff continues to 
attend monthly CPA 
Board of Directors 
meetings



• August 2023: 7002 customers
• As of March 2024: 

7044 customers
• Committing the community to 

100% renewable electricity is 
deemed the most impactful 
climate action cities like Malibu 
have taken

CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE



Malibucity.org/Energy

GREEN LEADER PROGRAM • City of Malibu joined CPA’s Green Leader 
Program to be showcase the City's 
commitment to sustainability

• Benefits include:

• Green Leader promotional toolkit
• Presence on our Green Leader 

webpage
• Features on CPA’s social media

• Participation in Green Leader events



Environmental Sustainability Subcommittee 
meetings:

• 10/04/23
• 11/15/23
• 12/19/23

City Council
• 2/26/24

DARK SKY



• 6 gas stations
• 6 shopping centers

• Santa Monica College

DARK SKY

• August 2023: Initiate weekly calls to gas stations 
and commercial centers

• Sept 2023: Initiate weekly check-in with Santa 
Monica College

• 288 phone calls, 15 notices sent



DARK SKY

Before After

Speedway Gas Station
29145 Heathercliff Road



International Dark Sky Week:

April 2 – 8, 2024

• Launch outreach campaign

• Coincide with solar eclipse

DARK SKY



OUTREACH



• Building Safety Month
• Organic Recycling
• Plastic Free July
• 2023-24 Winter El Nino
• America Recycles Day
• Winter Storm Preparedness

SOCIAL MEDIA



PRINT & DIGITAL ADS, VIRTUAL EVENTS



ARTICLE FEATURES



RECREATION GUIDES



NEWS COVERAGE



EVENTS



STATE OF THE WATERSHED 2023

• City staff participated along with local cities 
Calabasas, Agoura Hills, Westlake Village, 
Hidden Hills, in the State of the Watershed 2023 
hosted by Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

• Topics presented:
• Safe Clean Water program
• MS4 Permit program
• Areas of Special Biological Significance 

(ASBS)
• Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area 

(ESHA)



• Westward Beach
• 627,000 sq. ft. cleaned
• 114 volunteers
• 53 pounds of trash
• 15 pounds of recyclables

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY



RAIN BARREL EVENT City and West Basin staff
• Boys and Girls Club volunteers
• 73 Malibu and Topanga residents
• 109 rain barrels distributed



KING TIDE WALK



EARTH DAY 2023



FARMER'S MARKET & 
PUBLIC SAFETY EXPO



SMART GARDENING   



HAZARDOUS WASTE AND E-WASTE

February 18, 
2023

52 gallons motor oil
2.3 tons e-waste

April 15, 2023

29 gallons motor oil
2.8 tons e-waste

June 17, 2023

88 gallons paint
59 gallons motor oil
1.7 tons e-waste

August 19, 
2023

250 gallons paint
51 gallons motor oil
1.3 tons e-waste

October 21, 
2023

132 gallons paint
27 gallons motor oil
2.1 tons e-waste



DOCUMENT SHRED DAY 
+ BULKY ITEMS

April 15, 2023: Document 
shred day

2,640 lbs. = 1.32 tons

October 14, 2023: Malibu 
Bulky Item Cleanup

89 work orders with 3.42 
tons of C&D
1.5 tons metal
2 printers, 4 computers

October 21, 
2023: Document Shred Day

2,490 lbs. = 1.25 tons

December 27, 2023: 
Holiday Tree Recycling

1.22 tons



RECOGNITION 
&

GRANTS



AWARDS

• California Resource Recovery 
Association (CRRA) – Dave 
Hardy Leadership in Organics

• California Water Association 
(CWEA) – Supervisor of the 
Year "Yolanda Bundy"



SoCal Gas Climate Adaptation & 
Resilience Program
• $50,000 from SoCal Gas
• Funded Coastal Vulnerability 

Assessment evaluating sea level 
rise and coastal hazards

SOCAL GAS GRANT



CALAPP PROGRAM GRANT

California Automated Permit Processing 
(CalAPP) Program 
• City awarded $40,000 from California 

Energy Commission
• To fund future City Solar panel projects



SB 1383 LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT

$75,000 from the California’s Department of 
Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) 
to fund further implementation measures 
required by SB 1383.

Collection

Education and Outreach

Personnel

Upgrade/Expansion   
   

Record Keeping    
    

Inspections and Enforcement  
   

Procurement/Equipment  
  



MEASURE W FUNDING

• $379,000 annually based on 2.5 cents 
parcel tax per ft2 of impervious area

• Only for stormwater projects



BLUE CITY

• Champions of the environment
• Assessment of environmental initiatives 

and programs
• Ocean Champion Tier
• Malibu’s Environmental Initiatives:

• Polystyrene and Plastic Ban

• Renewable Energy
• Living Shoreline
• Pesticide Reduction

• Organics Recycling



LOOKING 
FORWARD



EARTH MONTH 2024

This year marks the 54th 
Earth Day celebration

Sign up for notifications 
at MalibuCity.org/enviroevents

www.Malibucity.org/EarthMonth 

http://www.malibucity.org/EarthMonth


• Thursday, April 25, 2024, 1 PM – 4 PM

• Topics: Improving water quality, Increasing 
access to local water supply, 
and jurisdictions providing local water quality 
program updates

• City staff to present Environmental Water 
Quality programs joined by local cities:

• City of Agoura Hills
• City of Calabasas
• City of Hidden Hills
• City of Westlake Village

STATE OF THE WATERSHED 2024



• Bay Foundation
• Malibu Living Shoreline
• 2024-25 Workplan

• CA State Parks - Rindge Dam
• LA County Beaches and Harbors

• Coastal Resiliency
• Breakwater at Zuma/ Westward

RESTORATION PARTNERSHIPS



• Coastal Cleanup Day: 
September 21, 2024

• Bay Foundation
• Heal the Bay

BEACH CLEANUP



• Malibu Foundation
• November 5, 2023: Juan 

Bautista De Anza Park, 
Calabasas microforest event

• Continued partnership towards 
microforest in Malibu

MICROFOREST



Successful ESD Strategies:

• Education and Outreach
• Community Partnerships
• Stakeholder Workshops
• Enforcement Procedures

PESTICIDE REDUCTION



• Malibu to certify Green Businesses
• Benefits include:

• $500 rebate
• Local and state recognition
• Placement in statewide green 

business directory

GREEN BUSINESS



MALIBU PARTNERSHIPS



THANK YOU!
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